Itinerary 4: Maya and Olmeca Cultures (Tabasco, Chiapas and Veracruz)
Day 1:  Mexico City-Cacaxtla-Puebla. Cacaxtla is a bit of a detour on the way to Puebla but certainly worth the effort; the archaeological site is famous for its colorful murals. Because the site is relatively close to the Popocatepetl (better known as “Popo” and easier to pronounce), which is in activity (although quiet for the last few years) the site is sometimes closed to the public, so check before leaving Mexico City weather you can visit it. Take the toll highway ("Cuota") to Puebla, at the toll gate of “San Martin Texmelucan” take the road to Tlaxcala. From here follow the signs to Santa Maria Nativitas, you should pass Tepetitla, San José Atoyatenco, San Miguel Xochitecatitla y San Bernabé Capula. After your visit continue to Puebla.

Day 2: Puebla. See itinerary 1.

Day 3. Drive to Villahermosa. This is a long drive (about 650 Km), start early to make sure you arrive during daylight. We’d recommend taking plenty of water and sandwiches and just making short stops with the aim to have a good dinner in Villahermosa. If you do fancy a longer break, you can stop at Fortin de las Flores. Unfortunately, after La Tinaja there aren't any towns close to the highway where you can stop.

Day 4: Visit Palenque (about 150 Km from Villahermosa), one of the most amazing Maya sites. Stay overnight in the town of Santo Domingo de Palenque, about 9 Km of the archaeological site.

Day 5: Have a refreshing day by visiting the waterfalls of Agua Azul (about 60 Km from Palenque) and Misol-Ha. The first is an impressive series of waterfalls set-up against the jungle, while the second is 25m water fall ending in a pool where you can swim. Go back to sleep in Villahermosa.

Day 6: In the morning visit the “Parque La Venta” located in a nature reserve in the city of Villahermosa (avenida Adolfo Ruiz Cortines y Laguna de las Ilusiones).This is an open air museum, exhibiting most of the original pieces found in the original the site of La Venta (one of the major cities of the Olmec culture, the oldest in Mexico). 

If you like animals you can visit Yumka, a safari park where you can see a lot of “tropical animals”, not only from Mexico, but there’s also a section dedicated to the African savanna.  If you do visit Yumka, stay one more night in Villahermosa. Alternatively you can drive to Catemaco. Take the motorway to Acayucan and from there take the road to Catemaco (sign probably also indicates San Andres Tuxtla).  

Day 7 (or 8): Catemaco, Nanciyaga Ecological Reserve (see itinerary 1 for details). In the early afternoon drive to Veracruz. If you have time you can visit Tlacotalpan on the way, but make sure you arrive during daylight.

Day 8 (9): Visit Veracruz.

Day 9 (10): Relax and go to the beach in Veracruz, or visit La Antigua (the first place in Mexico where Christopher Columbus set foot) or the archeological site of Cempoala (or Zempoala), located 46 Km from the port of Veracruz .

Day 10: Drive back to Mexico City. Make sure you take the toll motorway via Cordoba and Orizaba, it’s faster and safer!

