Itinerary 3:  The Pacific Coast with a taste of Colonial Mexico
You might want to consider to do this one by bus, as there are very good connections, the road tolls are expensive and you’ll probably want to spend some days at the beach where you don’t need the car.

Day 1: Leave Mexico City towards Cuernavaca, continue towards Alpuyeca (always staying on the toll road, "Cuota") and about 40 Km south of Cuernavaca you’ll find the federal road towards Xochicalco, an impressive archeological site on the top of several hills. After your visit continue to Taxco (about 2h from Xochicalco), an old mining city perched on the sides of a mountain. 

Day 2: Visit Taxco. The Cathedral of Santa Prisca is a must, one the finest representations of Mexican baroque. Stroll through the cobblestone streets around the main square (Plaza Borda) and climb to some high point to have a very nice view of the city. For great night views take a taxi to the hotel Monte Taxco (you can drive but the climb is pretty steep and the cobblestone can be slippery; don’t even think of it if it’s raining!) and enjoy a drink in the outdoors bar next to the pool.
If you like silver jewellery, this is the place to buy it! You won’t have trouble finding a silver-shop, but you will find enormous differences in prices from the elegant shops around the main square to the modest craftsmen stands in the market. Before you buy make sure things are marked “0.925” or “sterling”. 

Day 3: If you like exploring caves, you can visit the “Grutas de Cacahuamilpa”, an impressive network of caves that extends for more than 70 Km. You can only go down on a guided tour (probably available in English) that takes about 1.5h. Take good, non-slippery walking shoes.  From here rejoin the toll road to Acapulco (abut 3h drive).

Day 4: Acapulco. Well, it doesn’t need much introduction. Apart from enjoying the beach, the sun and the night clubs, you can visit La Quebrada, a steep 30 meter high cliff from where divers plunge into a narrow channel of shallow water. There are shows during the day and at night (when the divers carry torches). It’s also worth going to Puerto Marquez or Pie de la Cuesta for spectacular sunsets.

Day 5: You can decide to relax another day in Acapulco or continue to Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo (4h drive, make sure to do it during the day). It's not as popular as Acapulco, but here there are also very nice beaches and it’s much quieter. Zihuatanejo is the original town, probably the best place to find budget accommodation and good food. Ixtapa is the “newer” resort, full of 5-star hotels, here you can find all sort of water sports and nightclubs.

Day 6: Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo.

Day 7: Drive To Morelia (4h, 80% highway). 

Day 8: Morelia

Day 9: Patzcuaro, see itinerary 2 for more information. You can also visit Tzintzunzan or Ihuatzio.

Day 10: Drive to Mexico City. 

