Itinerary 2: Central and Western Mexico

Day 1: Drive to Quéretaro. On your way you can visit the archelogical zone of Tula (follow the signs for Tula de Allende, then for the archeological site). Quéretaro is a nice city with a beautiful city centre, in a Mexican-Baroque style. Arrive to the Jardin Zenea and park the car. Visit the Church of San Francisco, the Teatro de la Republica (where the present Mexican Constitution was signed), the Convent of Santa Cruz and the Temples of San Felipe Neri y Santa Rosa. You can walk along the pedestrianized zone starting east of the Jardín Zenea and including Jardín Corregidora and Plaza de la Independencia.

Day 2: Drive to Guanajuato and on the way you can stop to visit San Miguel de Allende, a small picturesque town on a hill-side, very popular among artists and students of Spanish. Follow your way to Guanajuato, one of Karina's favorite colonial cities in Mexico and one filled with history! It used to be a rich mining town and thus built on steep cliff.  Even today, there are places you can only reach by climbing steep steps, so make sure you wear comfortable shoes. There’s plenty to visit here, so we would advise you to start just strolling around to get a feeling of the town and don’t miss the narrow, steep streets (“callejones”).  Some places not to miss: Jardín Unión, Alhondiga de Granaditas (great museum of Mexican Indepenence, but might be in Spanish only), Teatro Juárez, Plaza San Roque, Callejón del Beso, Plaza de la Paz, The University, El Monumento al Pípila (from which you have a great view of the City) and t he Museo Iconográfico del Quijote. A bit further away (about 30 min by bus, don´t attempt driving) you can visit La Valenciana (an old silver mine) and the Museo de las Momias (if you like mummies).

One of the most famous Guanajuato tradition’s are the “callejoneadas”, a night stroll around the town’s streets led by a Estudiatina (a mix between a student band a choir). During the walk the Estudiantina plays music and tells stories and legends related to the places visited. Enquire about schedules and departure points at your hotel or at the tourist office.

Day 3: Guanajuato

Day 4: Guanajuato

Day 5: Drive to Zacatecas, which is a beautiful baroque city with pink limestone buildings, its cathedral being one of the finest examples of baroque architecture in Mexico. Zacatecas was one of the most important mining cities in the nation. The Eden mine offers tours on a train through 600 meters of underground tunnels.

Day 6: Drive to Guadalajara. It´s a long drive, so you might want to leave early. Alternatively you can stay in Aguascalientes to cut the trip in two. You can also skip Zacatecas and go directly from Guanajuato, which is a much more reasonable drive.

Day 7: Guadalajara. Apart from the city you can visit the town of Tequila (yes, where the real Mexican Tequila is made) and Zapopan.
Day 8: Drive to Morelia. A colonial city with a very “Spanish touch”.

Day 9: Pátzcuaro it´s a small village at the shores of the lake of the same name and more “indigenous” than Morelia. Start your visit at the Plaza Vasco de Quiroga, walk to Plaza Bocanegra and don’t miss la “Casa de los Once Patios”, where you will find workshops of local craftsmen and some of the finest craft art from the state of Michoacan. If the weather is nice you can take a boat to the island of Janitzio, climb the hill and get a nice view across the lake.

Day 10: After a succulent breakfast in Pátzcuaro, drive back to Mexico City.

