Itineray 1: Veracruz and Puebla
Day 1: Leave Mexico City early in the morning for a 7-8 hours drive to the “Costa Esmeralda”. It’s a beautiful drive with a changing landscape from the arid surroundings of Mexico City, to mountain vegetation as you climb the “Sierra Madre Oriental”, to tropical surroundings as you descend towards the sea. However, there is often a lot of fog and the road is narrow, so you’ll rarely be able to go above 50 Km/h. Stay in one of the little towns along the coast. Tecolutla is the largest and closest to Tajin, but there’s dozens of little hotels on the road between Tecolutla, Casitas and Nautla. 

Day 2: Visit the archeological site of El Tajin and don’t miss the Voladores de Papantla (at the same site). Go early in the morning to avoid the burning sun. Don’t forget to take sun cream and a hat - the Mexican Gulf coast hasn’t leant yet that it’s not supposed to be 30 degrees in January! After visiting the site you’ll probably want to relax at the beach. If your hotel is not on the beach, there are long streches of “public beach” in Tecolutla or on the way to Casitas.

Day 3: Visit Xalapa, about 3-4h by car from Tecolutla. If you are driving park the car as soon as you can, as Xalapa has confusing streets and relatively heavy traffic. Visit the city centre (Parque Juárez, Catedral, Palacio de Gobierno). You can relax at the Parque Los Tecajetes.

Day 4: Visit the Museum of Antropología (open every day 9h-17h), one of the best in the country after the one in Mexico City. This one is devoted to the cultures of the Gulf of Mexico; in particular the Olmec culture (the oldest one in Ancient Mexico). 
For an out-of-the-trodden-path experience drive (or take the bus) to Coatepec and/or Teocelo, coffee-growing villages, still conserving some of the beautiful colonial hacienda houses. There you can get very good coffee (which you can’t bring to Europe!) and excellent sea-food. You can also visit Xico or the Teocelo water-falls, but you won’t be able to do them all in one day.

Day 5: Drive to Veracruz. It can be a good idea to reserve your accommodation in advance, as the port can be an expensive place to stay. The best place to look for budget accommodation is a couple of blocks from the Zócalo (main square) or along the Malecón Avila Camacho. Do not stay in “hotels” offering hourly rates! (after all a port is a port). Your visit is not complete without a stroll along the Malecón at night and sitting at one of the terraces on the Zócalo and enjoying a tropical drink. From about 20h there should be live music and if you’re lucky the very tradition “danzón” will be danced on the centre of the square.   

Day 6: Veracruz. Visit San Juan De Ulúa (a fort built by the Spanish conquerors that has been part of many episodes in Mexican history). Spend the rest of the time visiting the town, and when it gets too hot you can either go to the beach or visit the excellent aquarium. If you decide for the beach don’t stay close to the port, but drive some 15 min south to Boca del Rio and you’ll find much cleaner beaches. Close to the big hotels Fiesta Americana, Camino Real and Tore Mar there are some nice places to swim.

Day 7: Tlacotalpan, Catemaco. Take “highway 180” (it’s really a dual-carriage way) towards Alvarado then follow the signs for Tlacotalpan or San Andres-Tuxtla. Tlacotalpan is a small, quiet village that has been declared “UNESCO heritage” because of its well-conserved colonial houses painted orange, violet and blue! If you like fish and sea-food stop for a delicious and inexpensive meal at the first restaurant after coming down from the toll-bridge over the Papaloapan river (opposite side from the town).

Continue to Catemaco (some 3h drive) and if you have time stop at Santiago Tuxtla to see one of the few giant Olmec-heads conserved today, on the main square. Visit the city centre and church at night.

Day 8: Take a boat trip on the lake, which will take you to the small islands full or birds or monkeys (isla de los changes); the guide is unlikely to speak English, but the beautiful nature needs no explanation.  Ask him to take you to the ecological reserve of “Nanciyaga“, a site that combines tropical vegetation, local fauna and some rituals of the ancient people of the region (guided tour only). Drive back to Veracruz and spend the night there.
Day 9: Drive to Puebla (about 4h), make sure you take the motorway via Cordoba and Orizaba!  Visit the Zócalo and Cathedral. At the tourist information points you can get a map with a recommended route. The following recommendations are in no particular order: Iglesia de Santo Domingo, in particular de Chapel “Del Rosario”, casa del Alfeñil, Teatro Principal, Barrio del Artista and the Taller Uriarte (where the Puebla blue pottery is made). You can visit the Museo Amparo (mesoamerican culture) or the Museo Regional de la Revolución Mexicana. You shouldn’t leave without trying Mole Poblano, one of the most typical Mexican dishes; it is made from many ingredients, among others chile and chocolate. Most places will have a range of “spiciness”, so ask for a mole that is not too hot.

Day 10: On your way to Mexico City visit Cholula, from where you can have a beautiful view of the Popocatepetl (on most days, but if it´s foggy or cloudy you might not see it). Visit the Great Pyramid of Cholula, with a church on top. From Cholula you´re less than 2h away from Mexico City.

