Accommodation in Mexico City

Mexico City has hundreds of hotels in all categories, so you won’t have any problem finding “a hotel”. However, given the size of the city it does matter where the hotel is located. You might find cheaper hotels in the “suburbs” but you could lose hours in transportation if you stay far away from the places of interest.

Although our wedding will be in the south of the city (Tlalpan), we would recommend you to choose an hotel close to the city centre (Centro Histórico) or around the Zona Rosa (this is not the red-light zone, but a more or less chic place full of bars, cafes and restaurants, ideal if you enjoy going out at night), Condesa, Colonia Roma or Polanco. This way you would be close to the main museums and other attractions, and you’ll probably only need a taxi for the day of the wedding. If you’d prefer to stay in a slightly quieter area, between the centre and the south, you can choose Coyoacan or San Angel. There’s still plenty to visit around here and you can easily get to the centre using the underground (Metro). For a description of these parts of the city, see the section on “visiting Mexico City” (to be added later). Avoid staying in the north (Satelite, Tlanepantla, Vallejo) or the east (Zaragoza, Aragon), as these are industrial areas where there’s nothing of interest and it can take you more than 2 hours to get to the city centre!   

The classification of hotels in Mexico is not as rigorous as in Europe, especially in the lower categories. Grand Tourism and five star hotels will be excellent, up to the most rigorous standards anywhere in the world. Four and three star hotels will range from slightly luxurious to “perfectly fine”, although some 3-star might be a bit old. It’s common in Mexico to ask to see a room before taking it, or even if you booked it in advance to ask for another room if you don’t like the one you where given. We would advise you not to stay in two or one star hotels unless you see the room beforehand. If you’re looking for budget accommodation, a youth hostel might be a better option, as these are often part of international networks (Hostelling International, ISIC) that impose minimum quality criteria.

Hostels: There aren’t many youth hostels in Mexico City, so if you decide for these do book in advance. 

El Cenote Azul  a new-ish youth hostel very close to the Mexico’s main public University (UNAM). It’s well located to visit Coyoacan, San Angel and Xochimilco and well connected to the city centre (about 40 min by underground or Metro Bus). It’s also close to the church where we will get married. Dorms are about 150 pesos (10 USD) per person and they also have double rooms.

Hostel Catedral (info@hostelcatedral.com) is perfectly located in the city centre, just behind Mexico’s City Cathedral. It’s a modern place, offering dorms (4, 6 and 8 people, for about 12 USD per person) as well as a couple of double rooms.

Three and four-star hotels:  
Hotel Metropol (4 stars) 
This hotel in the city centre is very well located, close to the Alameda and within walking distance from the Zócalo, Mexico City’s heart. It’s also close to 2 underground stations. Good value for money, very clean and light and the rooms are spacious.  Rates (including 17% VAT):   

 Single 539 pesos (40 Euros),
             Double 626 pesos (46 USD)
             Triple 755 pesos (55 USD)

Hotel Imperial (4 stars): 
Although this hotel is also 4-star it’s much nicer (and pricier) than the Metropol. Located in a XIX century building on one of the most beautiful avenues in Mexico City (Paseo de la Reforma), it has the flair of the glamorous city Porfirio Diaz wanted Mexico to be. It is very close to the Zona Rosa, which is full of restaurants and bars and ideal if you want to try Mexico’s night life. It is a bit far to walk to the Zócalo, but along Reforma it’s very easy to take a "micro bus" or to catch a (bike) taxi. The closest metro station (metro Chapultepec) is about 15 min walk.
Rates (including VAT and breakfast buffet):   
Single  1023 (75 euros)
Double 1129 (83 euros)

For both these hotels you can get the best rates if you book via the internet (or email). However, if you have any problems please let us know and we will contact the hotel for you.
There are of course hundreds of other good hotels in the centre (the ones above were recently checked by Karina’s parents, so we can recommend them). The website of Bestday has interesting offers (better rates that those offered by the hotels themselves). Among the hotels in their list the Hotel Emporio (in Paseo de la Reforma) and the Tulip Inn Ritz (very well located, 5 min. walking from the Zócalo!) have a good reputation. 
A note about rates: Please check weather the rate offered includes VAT (IVA). In Mexico all hotel stays are subject to 17% tax. Several hotels have rates including breakfast, some of them offer “Desayuno Americano” which typically includes coffee, thee, toast, butter and jam or “Desayuno buffet”, which probably will include (on top of the above) juice, fruit, pancakes and a selection of warm dishes that are typically eaten in Mexico for breakfast (eggs, beans, tortillas, meat in different sauces). This is a good start of the day that will keep you walking and climbing pyramids until 2 or 3 o’clock in the afternoon (normal time for Mexican lunch), but if you don’t feel like eating warm, often heavy and maybe slightly spicy food in the morning, it’s not worth paying for it! If you don’t take breakfast at your hotel you can easily find a bakery or coffee place. If you want a bigger choice you can try Los Biquets de Obregon, VIPS or Sanborns (these are chains, but offer decent quality food with high hygiene standards at a good price). Here you can have a breakfast omelette or enchiladas (tortillas filled with chicken covered in a sauce) with coffee and juice for less than 100 pesos (7 euros, 10 USD). For a real old-Mexican-style breakfast visit El Cardenal, located in Calle Palma 23 (between the streets of Madero and 5 de Mayo). It’s pricier than the chain restaurants but considering the much nicer, exclusive setting and delicious food it’s good value for money.      
Five star and luxury hotels:


Hotel Royal Pedregal 
This a 5-star hotel in the south of Mexico City (Periférico Sur), ideally located for our wedding, as it is about 20 min by taxi from the church and only 10 min from the reception venue.  It’s also a good location for visiting Tlalpan, Coyoacan and San Angel and well connected to the city centre, although expect the journey to take at least 45 min. The website is only in Spanish, but you can probably get a fair idea of what the hotel looks like even without fully understanding the text. This hotel has a special arrangement with the reception venue and thus our guest can get a special rate of 1345 pesos (100 euros) for a double room. To get this rate the reservation has to be made through Karina’s parents, so if you’d like to stay there please let us know. 
You’ll find all the international hotel chains in Mexico, like Holiday Inn, Best Western, Radisson, Hilton, Sheraton, NH Hotels and the like. The Mexican hotel operator “Camino Real” has very nice hotels built in a very traditional Mexican style that usually have very large open surfaces, which takes away the felling of it being crowded. They are usually expensive, but they sometimes have interesting promotions, so it’s worth having a look.

