Getting around Croatia

Croatia is a small country and has decent public transport, hence getting around isn’t too difficult.  To give you an idea of the distances involved (in kilometres), see the following table:

	Dubrovnik
	--
	
	
	
	
	

	Osijek
	495
	--
	
	
	
	

	Rijeka
	601
	459
	--
	
	
	

	Split
	216
	494
	345
	--
	
	

	Zadar
	340
	566
	224
	139
	--
	

	Zagreb
	572
	280
	182
	365
	288
	--
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Driving

Over the past 15 years, the government has invested heavily into roads and motorways, such that driving is usually much quicker than taking a train, and of course having a car available gives you a great degree of flexibility. If you’d like to rent a car, the usual agencies such as Avis, Hertz and National all have offices in the above cities and their airports.  Prices start at about £30/€50 per day.

Please note that in Croatia it is obligatory to have dipped headlights on at all times, even during the day, and that the allowed level of alcohol in the blood is zero (0.0%).

In Croatia you have to pay a toll for using motorways.  Sometimes you’ll pay a flat toll at the point of entry, other times you’ll be given a ticket and pay a variable toll depending on where you exit.  You can pay in cash (Kunas or Euros accepted, but the exchange rate is poor) or by credit/debit card.

Please note that all roads from Zagreb to Dubrovnik pass through a 10 km stretch of Bosnia-Herzegovina.  Details about passport and visa requirements for the crossing can be found here under the link “Consular Information”.  

Buses and coaches

This is the most developed form of public transport in Croatia.  All the big cities are very well connected by buses, with several departures each hour.  Smaller towns will also have good connections, and just about every village can be reached by bus, although in many cases there might only be one a day!

For a searchable timetable of national and international bus journeys, together with ticket prices and links to all the bus companies, see the web pages of the Zagreb Central Bus Station.

Trains
The Croatian railway system was built by the Austrian Empire in the 19th century and was created to provide links from strategic points to Vienna rather than to connect together the Croatian cities.  The railways do have two claims to fame: the old Orient Express route runs through Croatia, and Agatha Christie’s “Murder on the Orient Express” was set in the northeastern part of the country.

On a more practical front, connections in northern half of Croatia tend to be good, with most towns having a train station and several connections from Zagreb each day.  To the south, a railway line runs from Zagreb to Rijeka, and another to Zadar, Sibenik and Split.  However, there is no line to connect together the coastal cities.  Full details of train connections and prices can be found on the web pages of the Croatian Railways.

Ferries
Croatia is a land of over 1000 islands, the largest 100 or so of which are inhabited.  Some of the islands are connected to the mainland by bridges, but most are too far for this and are linked by ferry.  A ferry line also runs down the length of the Adriatic Sea, linking the main coastal ports with the bigger islands, with other lines making the crossing to Italy.  Details of routes and prices are available from the Jadrolinija ferry company.

Flying

Croatia Airlines operate at least 4 flights a day from Zagreb to each of Pula, Split and Dubrovnik.  Flight times are up to 45 mins and prices start from £20/€30.  This is often very good value considering the motorway tolls and the length of the bus journeys.

