Web Resources, by Kari Figgins
1. http://www.starfall.com/ This site is aimed at helping Pre-K-2nd graders learn how to read.  The stories and games provide opportunities to practice phonic skills. My daughter’s 1st grade teacher suggested this site, and we both loved the format. The stories are laid out like interactive games; which really helps hold the learners attention. One link lets the child create a version of their own likeness to act out the different stories.  The bonus is the kids learn computer skills at the same time!   
2. http://www.edhelper.com/?gclid=CMSahb3Et44CFQqgYgodRHpSxQ/ This is a one stop shop for building a curriculum for K-4th grades.  Core subject matter is covered along with art, suduko puzzles, and foreign languages activities. Plenty of worksheets and proven lesson plans are shared.  Definitely a good resource for a new teacher.
3. http://www.proteacher.com This site addresses the six diverse learning styles that a teacher might have in their classroom.  The theory of Learning Styles is based generally on the concept that there are three perceptual pathways to learning: visual (sight), kinesthetic (body, sensation, motion), and auditory (sound); and three states of consciousness: conscious, subconscious and unconscious. Knowing your students’ learning styles is certainly as important as curriculum, classroom management, and field trips.  How a student learns is the key to unlocking their full potential.  This knowledge would serve any teacher! 
4. http://www.charactercounts.org   This website makes available character education to schools. The program is based on 6 basic values called pillars of character: trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring and citizenship. When I worked at Montecito Union School, a grade school in Santa Barbara, this was the program the school adopted. This program helps the students’ concentrate on incorporating acts of kindness, good sportsmanship, and ethical behavior within their daily routine at school.  Within a larger scope it encourages civic projects within the community, which in turn builds school pride.  The program I witnesses being implements was in grades K-6.
5.http://www.empire.k12.ca.us  The National Standards for Music Education also promote literacy skills. Singing often incorporates reading the lyrics of songs, composing and arranging music involves both reading and writing. Evaluating music and music performances involves listening, speaking, and writing, and understanding music in relation to history and culture. Several studies have linked improved learning due to the use of music for language learning in delayed preschoolers and special education students in elementary school.  Studying music and learning to play a musical instrument have been shown to boost academic skills.  I think this is a great site to get practical ideas on how to integrate music within the classroom; especially if you are teaching in a school that doesn’t have a music program.  Music is always important: every grade could reference this site.  Hands on activities are best suited for K-4. 
6. http://www2.scholastic.com This site is great for ideas on lesson plans.  They have subdivided categories for ice breakers, first day, computer lessons, etc.  They also have the catalogue services for book to order for the classroom and for the students.  There are a lot of wonderful resources connected to this company! The books offered are often current and very appealing to the students.  Plus the more the students offer the more bonus points accrued for the classroom. Grades K-6 could all get valuable information from this resource. 
7. http://www.geocities.com  This site covers an amazing amount of worksheets, homework starters, and rhyming, word games, concentration challenges, and a multitude of stories.  Access to reading logs, bookmark templates, and various reading response worksheets are shared with teachers through this site.  These materials are primarily aimed at K-2nd graders; with a focus on learning how to read.  

8. http://www.urbanext.uiuc.edu This site shares various conflict resolution strategies that can be used by parents and schools.  The goal is to help teach youth to deal with life's daily challenges without resorting to being bullied or fighting instead of talking. Important life skills of learning to manage conflicts and challenges in a healthy productive manner are highlighted.  In addition to the bilingual website they also provide information on consultants that will come present their program model to your school. The activities on the website are designed primarily for third graders, but can be used for the second and fourth grades as well.  This is similar to the six pillars concept of character development. 

9. http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html The topic area of focus in this site is United States government studies.  Maps, sections and roles of our government, laws, and the inner workings of the democratic process are illustrated and explained throughout the site.  Lots of pictures, worksheets, and common sense approaches make this a wonderful site for grade school children to learn more about government.   My favorite part of this website was the Symbols of U.S. Government page.  Links on this page provide text and explanations for different symbols used: the flag, the Bald Eagle, Independence Hall, The Liberty Bell, the National Anthem, the Pledge of Allegiance, the Statue of Liberty, and the White House.  This site is targeted for K-2 but could be used in grades 3-6 as well.  This information would be a nice review to 6th graders before their class trip to Washington D.C..  
10. http://www.theteacherscorner.net/ This is a great place to link up with other teachers, get ideas, share worksheets and lesson plans. Depending on what grade your teaching and subject matter emphasized you can link into that section within this site. I haven’t seen a site quite like this one before, and I think it is a great idea. Monthly activities, bulletin board pages, job resource links, and lesson plan builders are all here. Teacher lounge and cyberspace have met up on this website.  
