
Installing SuSE Linux 8.x w ith  a
                  U SB CD -ROM

By Robe rto J. Doh ne rt

I offe r no w arranty for th is  m ate rial or any dam age  you incur, e ith e r e xpre s s e d or im plie d you us e  
th e s e  m e th ods  at your ow n ris k

All com panie s  and products  lis te d in th is  w h ite  pape r is  th e  re gis te re d trade m ark s  of th e ir 
re s pe ctive  com panie s .  Linux is  a re gis te re d trade m ark  of Linus  Torvalds

Equipm e nt use d:

Ce le ron 366 m h z  laptop

Ph ilips Magnavox USB Jack rabbit CD-R W

SuSE Linux 8.0 8.1 8.2

Built in Floppy Drive

I trie d th is m e th od w ith  SuSE Linux be cause  it is th e  only distribution th at I use .  Th is 
m e th od m ay w ork  w ith  oth e r distros but I h ave  no oth e rs so I do not k now  h ow  w e ll it 
m ay w ork .  

PR EPPING TH E COMPUTER
First, tak e  out your CD-R OM.  Turn on your m ach ine  and se t th e  BIOS to boot from  th e  
Floppy drive .  Plug in your USB cable  and th e  Pow e rcord into your CD-R OM.  Ne xt, boot 
into your installe d OS and h ave  your SuSE CD-R OMS re ady to m ak e  th e  boot disk s and 
m odule  disk s.

CR EATING TH E BOOT AND M ODULE DISKS
Put in your first CD-R OM, ne xt ope n a te rm inal w indow  and type  th e  follow ing:

cd /where_CD 1_is located/boot/

Put in a blank  floppy disk  and type :

dd if=bootdisk of=/dev/fd0u1440

Th is w ill cre ate  your boot disk .



Ne xt w e  w ill cre ate  th e  Module  floppy disk s.  Inse rt your 1st CD-R OM and type  th e  
folow ing:

cd /where_CD1_is located/boot/

Now  inse rt a blank  floppy disk  and type  th e  follow ing:

dd if=modules1 of=/dev/fd0u1440

Module 1 is re uire d be cause  th at e nable s th e  USB and Fire W ire  inte rface .  In all case s 
w h e re  a laptop is use d and you h ave  PCMCIA m odule 4 is re quire d as w e ll.  For a m ore  
inde pth  lists of m odule s re ad m odule s[1234].txt locate d on your 1st CD.  Diffe re nt 
m ach ine s re quire  diffe re nt m odule s and you m ust use  se pe rate  disk s to cre ate  e ach  
m odule  disk .

INSTALLATION
W ith  your disk s all pre ppe d, you are  re ady to start your installation.  Inse rt CD 1 into 
your CD-R OM drive  and inse rt your boot floppy into th e  floppy drive .  Now , boot th e  
m ach ine .  Pick  Installation from  th e  top of th e  m e nu and proce e d.  At th is point it w ill 
start loading th e  k e rne l on th e  floppy.  At 35% it w ill ask  you for th e  m odule 1 disk , inse rt 
th e  disk  and pre ss e nte r.  Afte r th at m odule  is loade d it w ill continue  to load th e  linux 
k e rne l.  Afte r th e  Braille  locate , linuxrc w ill com e  up on th e  scre e n ask ing you for th e  
m odule 4 disk .  Inse rt th e  disk  and pre ss e nte r.  Linuxrc w ill list th e  ne w  m odule s and w ill 
continue  to load itse lf.  Now  if e ve ryth ing goe s w e ll you w ill com e  up to th e  actual YaST 
installe r.  Ch oose  your language  and now  e ve ryth ing w ill continue  to load as usual.  
Ch oose  your pack age s and partitioning sch e m e s.  Finally, start your installation.  Th e  
ave rage  install w ill tak e  40 -45 m inute s, if you ch oose  to install all pack age s install w ill 
tak e  1 h r 30 m inute s to 2 h rs de pe nding on th e  spe e d of your proce ssor.




