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II Leader election
(The editorial translated to English by the editors of http://apostolicchristians.org.)

Panampilly's name was’ proposed by Varunny. Kalathil seconded. Immediately, Dr.
Palampadam proposed theiaméyof John. Chandy seconded. Some expected that Mr. John,
who had declared\cleaily tirdt he is not a candidate, would withdraw. That did not become
true. Ballotting was conducted. Out of 44, 23 votes were obtained. By a majority of one
more than half «Johny was‘elected. To say that communal feelings led to the victory of John
is not completely trué, Among 44 party members, there are only 21 Christians. It is certain
that at least “wo votes must have been obtained from Hindu members by A. J. John.

Everyone)bélieves that some Christians, including Varunny who proposed the name of
Papnampilly, have voted for Panampilly. That does not show communal feelings. Even if
after syveral Christians supported, Panampilly was not elected, it is clear that even more
Hindds have voted for John, and that that is not communal feeling.

We may agree that many voted on the foundation of communalism. Similarly it may be
agreed that a section of Christians do not like Panampilly obtaining power. However, what
determined victory and loss was the fact that there are in the party, those who, socially
and economically, desire no change from the present, those who fear the further urging of
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grain levies, etc., and those who wish for a government which is not able to curtail the
black-market. There is no indication here that Shree John will be aiding and abetting all
this. Nor do we hide the fact that it is widely believed that Shree John has no strength to
oppose all this. This is the true nature of the leader election.

Appendix

A On the election

The First General Elections of India, were held, 10 Dec. 1951 - 5 Jah. 1952%The results for
the Travancore-Cochin legislature were as follows:

Total seats: 108; Indian National Congress: 44; Travancore Fami Nad Congress (T. T.
N. C.): 8; Socialist Party: 11; Communist Party (illegal and cent€sting under a camouflage,
with many leaders in prison): 25; Revolutionary Socialist Rarty’y6; Kerala Socialist Party:
1; Cochin party: 1; Independents: 12.

The Travancore-Cochin Legislative Assembly was coristituted, 21 Feb. 1952.

A. J. John, Anaparambil (1893-1957), was elected at Cantonment House, Trivandrum,
as Leader of the Congress Legislature Party (44 lagislators), defeating Panampilly Govinda
Menon by a margin of 2 votes; prior to the electiony, 10 minutes were allotted for discussions in
an attempt to attain unanimity; this had tg'b&hastily preémpted as supporters of Panampilly
Govinda Menon (K. P. Madhavan Nyjir, ¥alathil Velayudhan Nair) began canvassing for
votes.

A. J. John, Anaparambil, was-sgubséquently invited by the Rajpramukh, Sri Chithira
Thirunal Balarama Varma, to_fosxm fhe government as leader of the largest single party in
the legislature.

Travancore Tamil\Nad€ongress {T. T. N. C.} (8 legislators under A. Chidambaranathan
Nadar; Chairman: “Marshal™ A" Nesamony) offered support to the Congress in forming a
coalition government; 5\ independent legislators also offered support (57 vs. 51 among 108
legislators).

A. J. John, Anaparambil, ruled as Chief Minister, Travancore-Cochin State (12 Mar. 1952
- 24 Sep. 1983, and as caretaker up to 16 Mar. 1954).

ThisMyas_the only occasion when an Indian Apostolic Christian rose as ruler of any
regionfstatein India; and in particular Travancore-Cochin, South-West India, the principal
herhevof The Apostolic Christians.

B On the newspaper

The Mathrubhumi was begun from Calicut, district of English Malabar, Madras, in 1923,
chiefly under the leadership of K. P. Kesava Menon, Kizhakke Potta (1886-1978), the editor
of the newspaper (and also the secretary of the Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee {K.
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P. C. C.}), with K. Madhavan Nair (1882-1933, First Gen. Secy. of KPCC in 1921, First
President of KPCC in 1924, when a President was decided to be elected, and DCCs were
formed anew in Tellicherry, Calicut, Palghat, Cochin, and Travancore), as the managing
director; other pioneers included Kurur/Kuroor Nilakantan Nambudiripad (1896-1982), K.
Kesavan Nair, and P. Achuthan. Most of the said people were in office at the Mathrubhumi
at the time of the writing of the Editorial.
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