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Abstract

The study of Eastern Characteristics in Current Thai Architecture is conducted because of projects and various types of architecture in Thailand turn to Eastern thinking more and more, making questions on the issue like: What are the eastern characteristics? What is the root of it? What are the styles and functions? How they are applied in interior architecture at present time? The objectives of this research are to use an architecture study material in eastern thinking and to clarify the characteristics of architecture in Thailand designed by eastern thinking, as follow:

1) To study eastern thinking characteristics through history, religions, philosophy, and beliefs.

2) To study influences of eastern thinking on design and architecture.

3) To study eastern thinking trend in current architectural design in Thailand.

The methodology of this research is a documentary research. By collecting related documents from journals, books, records, reference documents, and real output from design. Research tools are architectural design drawings, information records, interview records, photographs (in digital form), and sketch drawings. Data collecting are secondary data from various research documents and related articles and primary data from interviews with architects and related personnel who apply eastern thinking in their works, on site physical characteristics surveys, data records, photographs of works. Then, analyze and conclude the collected data by content analysis method to find answers for research objectives. Finally, summarize in descriptive analysis and recommendations.

The research found that: The establishment and architecture in the northern region is the derivation of the migration and cultural modification with southern Chinese natives. In the central and southern regions are from sea trading and deep in the land like Bangkok, these are the most influenced group to Thai monarchy and Thailand in the past. The development of the influence of eastern thinking in architecture in the past, started in Sukhothai period, continued through Sri-ayudthya period, Thonburi period and Rattakosin period in the reign of King Rama I, King Rama II, and King Rama III. The influences reflected in architecture of palaces, wat (Buddhism church), and architecture related to religion. Then, this influence has faded out since the arrival of western civilization in the reign of King Rama IV and King Rama V, later, there is influence only in residential housing and shop houses. Eastern thinking characteristics are similar to some master architects’ thinking of modern architecture world which sometime expressed physically in their works and sometime just only the way of thinking. Current architecture in Thailand returns to eastern thinking, but as a blending of original eastern civilizations, civilizations in Southeast Asia and modern lifestyle living. Modification of thinking, convenience facilities, new materials and advance technologies are used as elements, for atmosphere, and beliefs, in a new framework. Eastern thinking characteristics founded in current architecture in Thailand are beliefs about symbol, directions, and status of users, feng shui, doctrine and thinking such as Taoism, Zen, Buddhism, and guardian spirits. Including traditional architecture style, lifestyle, culture, tradition, and custom event. The influences of these thinking, one or more thinking can be found in single architecture but not in the style of traditional architecture.
As the subjects of this research have been widely selected, the result is a research with broad perspective approach rather than an in-depth analysis. Hence, the valuable property of each project cannot be presented in details. Therefore, future research should narrow down the area of study but widen in detail study
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