Mr. Buford Ness:

Yes, you do have the correct Eugene Zech as he was stationed in Africa in the late 1950's.

However, Gene passed away in September of 2000 from colon cancer at the age of 64.

I know he would have enjoyed the reunion a great deal and I am very sorry that he is not alive to attend.

After his service career, he graduated from Business College in Mason City, Iowa. He and his brother operated a construction company and worked in South Dakota and this is where I met him.

We were married in 1966 and had 34 great years together. He worked here in Mitchell at Ross Laboratory and when it closed he managed a poultry operation. Later and until his retirement, he worked at Trail King Industries.

We were not blessed with any children but enjoyed all the nieces and nephews and in later years the great nieces and nephews.

We loved to travel so did that extensively and led a very happy life.  He was truly a great husband and I miss him dearly.

I taught school for thirty-six years and as Gene did, I took early retirement (at age 55) and am so happy I did as we had five years together before he passed away.

His diagnosis of colon cancer was a total shock as he did not have any of the symptoms and had just gone in for a physical when it was discovered.  I was devastated and he very calmly told me that this was God's plan and I had to accept it.

He had a tremendous attitude and taught us all how to die with dignity.

I hope that you, too, have enjoyed a great life since your service days and I wish you the best of luck with your reunion and in the future years.

If you get this, would you please reply, and if I don't hear from you, I will call the number you left.

Sincerely,

Peggy A. Zech

My e-mail address is pzech1@mit.midco.net
