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K-9 KORRAL'S ROUND UP 

      

  2With the arrival of our last major event 
of the year, the canine Halloween Cos-
tume Party, the beautification of the dog 
run is in the final stages and will be ready 
for the guest of honor, the new Queens 
commissioner of parks Dorothy 
Lewandowski.  
  The costume party is slated for Saturday, 
October 30 at 2:30 p.m. If the weather 
cooperates, as it did last year, we should 
have a smashing time.  
  We have prizes and give-aways galore, 
and we will have some local merchants, 
who advertise in The Round Up, staffing 
tables and showing their wares. We’ve 
also scheduled a demonstration by a local 
dog trainer.  
  A Middle Village resident who grew up 

in Glendale, Lewandowski, the former 
Bronx Parks Commissioner, has been 
invited to the costume party and has 
agreed to come. We’re hoping to inter-
view her for next month’s newsletter. The 
rain date for the party is Sunday, October 
31.  
  In preparation for the event, we’ve 
launched a beautification drive. The main 
component of that effort was the introduc-
tion of gravel to the dog run. Gravel is 
something we’ve been talking about since 
the beginning of the summer. Unfortu-
nately, we didn’t have the money to pay 
for it at that time. 
  Boy, do things change.  
  The summer was very productive for us 
as our fundraising efforts proved fruitful. 

We pressed our members to pay their 
dues, we ran a paw printing event that 
raised $200, and then we conducted a 
raffle that raised another $500. We also 
sold advertising to the Round Up.  
  Earlier this month, we finally had 
enough money to purchase gravel and the 
wood we needed to complete the project. 
The gravel was viewed as the best way to 
tame the mud at the dog run. It’s also 
more sanitary than some other alterna-
tives such as wood chips or hay, which 
we’ve had. 
  Urine and rainwater will pass through 
and between the small stones and pass out 
of the dog run. Any feces dropped on the 
gravel can easily be seen and picked up.  
  The wood is designed to prevent or 

Story and more pictures on page 2.   Parade Pictures courtesy of Marie Fusco. 
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for the guest of honor, the new Queens 
commissioner of parks Dorothy 
Lewandowski.  
  The costume party is slated for Saturday, 

October 30 at 2:30 p.m. If the weather 
cooperates, as it did last year, we should 
have a smashing time.  
  We have prizes and give-aways galore, 
and we will have some local merchants, 
who advertise in The Round Up, staffing 
tables and showing their wares. We’ve 
also scheduled a demonstration by a local 

dog trainer.  
  A Middle Village resident who grew up 
in Glendale, Lewandowski, the former 
Bronx Parks Commissioner, has been 
invited to the costume party and has 
agreed to come. We’re hoping to inter-
view her for next month’s newsletter. The 
rain date for the party is Sunday, October 

  With the introduction of gravel to the dog run 
earlier this month, the beautification of the K-9 
Korral is in the final stages to be completed 
before the Halloween Costume Party and a visit 
from the new Queens Commissioner of Parks, 
Dorothy Lewandowski.  
  The costume party is slated for Saturday, Oc-
tober 30 at 2:00 p.m. sharp.  If the weather co-
operates, as it did last year, we should have a 
smashing time.  The rain date is Sunday, Octo-
ber 31st. 
  We have prizes and give-aways galore, and we 
will have some local merchants, who advertise 
in The Round Up, staffing tables and showing 

their wares. We’ve also scheduled a demonstra-
tion by a local dog trainer.  
  A Middle Village resident who grew up in 
Glendale, Lewandowski, the former Bronx 
Parks Commissioner, has accepted our invita-
tion to attend the costume party.  We’re hoping 
to interview her for next month’s newsletter.  
  In preparation for the event, we’ve launched a 
beautification drive. The main component of 
that effort was the introduction of gravel to the 
dog run. Gravel is something we’ve been talk-
ing about since the beginning of the summer. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t have the money to pay 
for it at that time. 
  Boy, do things change.  
  The summer was very productive for us as 
our fundraising efforts proved fruitful. We 
pressed our members to pay their dues, we ran 
a paw printing event that raised $200, and then 
we conducted a raffle that raised another $500. 
We also sold advertising to the Round Up.  
  Earlier this month, we finally had enough 
money to purchase gravel and the wood we 
needed to complete the project. The gravel was 
viewed as the best way to tame the mud at the 
dog run. It’s also more sanitary than some 
other alternatives such as wood chips or hay, 
which we’ve had. 
  Urine and rainwater will pass through and 
between the small stones and pass out of the 
dog run. Any feces dropped on the gravel can 
easily be seen and picked up.  
  The wood is designed to prevent or thwart  

erosion as soil from the top of the hill runs 
downhill after rainstorms. The idea for an ero-
sion break came from Parks Department engi-
neers and is being installed by our president 
Ronnie Niles, who also had the inspiration for 
the gravel, which has been tried with great suc-
cess at other dog runs as well.  
  The cost for the gravel and wood is around 
$700. Niles is also making arrangements to get 
a second load of gravel dumped. And he is 
planning to give our benches a second coat of 
paint.  
  We’re also going to be hanging our banner, the 
one that led us in the American Day Parade on 
October 3rd.  

Do you know who this is?  See story and more 
pictures on page 3. 

 

Ronnie Niles and Katie  

Website:  www.geocities.com/k9 korralfp 
created by Bruce Robinson 

Located at 85th Street and Park Lane South 



  It was a grand day as members of the K-9 
Korral and their dogs marched in the 
American Day Parade earlier this month.  
  Dressed in patriotic garb, the dogs and 
their owners left Forest Park for the parade 
at about 11 a.m. in a van provided by our 
vice president Fernando Paraja.  
  When we arrived at the parade assembly 
point, just off Myrtle Avenue and 66th 
Street in Glendale, we were assigned to 
bring up the rear, behind an assortment of 
marching bands, Scouts, school and other 
youth groups, as well as a host of other 
community, police and fire organizations. 
  Several family members of 9-11 tragedy 
victims also marched in the parade and 

addressed the crowd at parade’s end at 
Victory Field in Forest Park.  
  When the parade finally got launched, 
our well-behaved dogs quickly got into the 
spirit of things, walking in step to the beat 
of a marching band.  They walked behind 
our lovely banner created specifically for 
the parade and which will hang from our 
dog run fence for all to see. 
  Without a doubt, we were the best thing 
about that parade judging by the gleeful 
response by parade viewers who lined 
Myrtle Avenue as we passed by.  
  The children especially got a kick out of 
seeing dogs marching in a parade. The 
costumes on the dogs made them all look 

quite sharp. 
  Children waved and 
laughed and all in all were 
delighted in seeing our dogs. Everyone 
who participated had a great time.  
  After it was all over, we took the dogs 
home and those who marched went out to 
dinner at a Polish restaurant in Ridgewood 
later in the day. We enjoyed each other’s 
company and had a wonderful time. We’re 
all looking forward to next year’s parade.  
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  It was supposed to have been finished by 
summer’s end, but the stairway leading from 
Park Lane South to the dog run seems stuck in 
Neverland.  
  It’s a pretty steep hill for many of our mem-
bers to traverse if they want to come to the dog 
run. They either come up that hill or take a 
long, circuitous route around to Baby Carriage 
Lane near the park house and then double back 
across a field that is roughly 100 yards long.  
  The Parks Department had recognized the 
necessity of creating a stairway and undertook 
an effort to put wooden planks across the hill 
to simulate a staircase. However, too few 
planks were lain down and the hill seemed 
more hazardous than ever.  
  One of our members hurt themselves climb-
ing up the staircase. And when it rains, the hill 
becomes like a sliding pond as people have to 
hold on to trees so as not to slide across mud. 
  Then, mysteriously, the Parks Department 
put up some orange, plastic fencing as a way 
to deter people from walking up the hill or 
using the so-called staircase.  

  Then, THE PARKS DEPARTMENT 
JUST WALKED AWAY. 
   The staircase is not finished, nor is it 
safe, because people, despite the fencing, 
are still using it. (What else are they sup-
posed to do?) Parks Department officials 
have not said when or if they intend to 
continue the project to the end. That is, 
whether they are going to finish what 
they started.  
  Initially, the thought was that the Parks 
Department was going to build a classy, 
concrete stairway with a railing. But, it 
was not to be. It wanted a quick and dirty 
(and cheap) solution to the problem. 
(After all, we’re just dog owners, right?)  
  OK, all sarcasm aside. Let’s hope the 
Parks Department will come to its collec-
tive senses and get this job done before 
the winter creeps up on us. Having snow 
on that hill is just going to turn it into a 
deadly place to tread. The sad part is: it 
doesn’t have to be that way.  

 
Carlos Cortez and Dulce 

K-9 Korral Members gather at parade end at Victory Field for closing ceremony. 
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  Call him The Webmaster or Web-
master Bruce, if you will.  No, he’s 
not some evil villain out of a Spi-
derman comic, although he’d like 
to be one.  He’s Bruce Robinson, a 
superhero of sorts and a nice guy 
who loves dogs and people.  
  But Bruce goes by other names as 
well.  He’s also Doctor Bruce, an 
alter ego he uses when he puts on 
magic shows for children.  He’s 
also called “husband” of Sahra and 
“owner” of Victory, a lovely 
lab/doberman mix. 
  However, for the purposes of this 
story, we will stick to Webmaster 
Bruce, because he is the creator of 
t h e  K - 9  Ko r r a l  w e b s i t e :  
www.geocities.com/k9korralfp.  
  The website has been running for 
a little more than a year and, since 
then, has had hundreds of “hits” or 
people who’ve actually logged onto 
it from their computers at home. 
While Bruce says it’s still a “work 
in progress,” the website has come 
a long way, expanding every month 
with new links and things to pon-
der.  
  Anyone who logs onto it will find 
a cheerful looking home page with 
a crazy cartoon dog circling the 
screen and be treated to a happy, 
circus-like theme song.  
  Today, the website boasts a 
weather report, important upcom-
ing events at the dog run, a guest-
book that users can leave a mes-
sage for other guests to read and 12 
links to other websites that should 
be of interest to any dog owner and 
particularly to the K-9 Korral mem-
ber. Bruce refers to these as “Cool 
Links.” All you have to do to enter 
them is point the arrow and click.  
  Some of these links come from 
the city’s Parks Department, vari-
ous animal rescue sites, and other 
sites taken from the internet with 
topics pertaining to dogs such as 
health and training.  
  You’ll find a site warning dog 
owners about fake medications,  
how to feed hungry animals, the 

Muffins Pet Connection for dis-
count neutering and spaying, a city 
guide to blooming flowers, stuff 
about Forest Park events, and infor-
mation about Bobby and the Strays, 
an animal rescue group located at 
Kennedy Airport. You can also 
find a link to get a dog license and 

adopt a pet.  
  But Bruce also wanted the website 
to have additional relevance for K-
9 Korral members. So, he’s got a 
link “in memory of Annie,” a dog 
who died at the run earlier this year 
and her owner’s heartfelt thank you 
to the members who expressed 
sympathy; a link to the dog run’s 
monthly newsletters; a dog game 
show network that challenges 
members to identify dogs and their 
owners from a photo; a photo gal-
lery where members can send in 
pictures of their dogs; and a touch-
ing Ten Commandments from a 
member about the meaning of be-
ing a dog owner.  
  Bruce knows people are logging 
on to the site, but he wishes people 
would be more active on it. He 

encourages people to play his game 
show network, send him a photo or 
just sign the guest book. He’s al-
ways seeking new ideas for im-
provements. 
  He recounts one “victory” 
(although he’s not talking about his 
dog) the website has achieved. He 
tells how he was contacted through 
the website by a woman who just 
got a young She Tzu and was afraid 
to take her  tiny dog to the K-9 
Korral because her dog might be 
trampled by the bigger dogs.  
  Upon learning of the woman’s 
concern, Bruce contacted the dog 
run president Ronnie Niles, who set 
about sectioning off a portion of 
the dog run for dogs under 25 
pounds.  
  “After she contacted me, a few 
days later a small dog section was 
born,” Bruce said proudly. “The 
point of having a website allows us 
to service all our members and 
potential members. Once we hear 
from someone, their needs won’t 
be neglected.” 
  Having a website is like having a 
big marketplace where dog owners 
can get to know one another, talk 
about their dogs, share health tips 
and even make dates to go to din-
ner or a movie. “I’m all about 
bringing people together in unity,” 
he says.  
  It’s one reason Bruce loves com-
ing to the dog run. “It’s a place 
where people are working together 
to make it better,” he said. “It’s 
people helping each other.”  
  Bruce was born in the Bronx and 
had a dog as a child, Toby, a 
smaller version of Victory. He 
went to Israel at age 13 to live on a 
Kibbutz. After a stint in the tank 
corps including a year in Lebanon, 
Bruce came back to the United 
States 11 years later, settling in 
Brooklyn in 1990. 
  He sold luggage and leather goods 
while looking for a wife and living 
with a roommate who had a dog, a 
Collie named Romeo. Bruce was 

shocked at how many people in 
America seemed to fear dogs.  
  While he didn’t give details about 
how he met his wife Sahra, the 
couple moved to Florida where 
Bruce worked for IBM, taking 
classes in computers and develop-
ing a “passion” for them. It was in 
Florida that the Robinsons rescued 
Victory, named such because those 
seemed like “victorious” times. 
They immediately fell in love with 
her and so began “the adventures of 
Victory,” he joked.   
  They returned to New York two 
years ago and now live in Forest 
Hills.  

  Growing up in the Bronx, Bruce 
also developed a passion for magic, 
which he brought with him to Israel 
where he fine tuned his act. “I was 
learning to get people to smile,” he 
said. “It’s all about entertaining 
people.”  
  Today, Bruce performs his act 
dressed like a mad scientist to chil-
dren in schools, synagogues and 
churches; anywhere he can find an 
audience. He also teaches com-
puters to students and helps them 
build their own websites.  
  He now works for the city of New 
York and, in his spare time, is an 
“independent business operator” 
specializing in energy drinks and 
vitamins.  

Webmaster Bruce: Bringing People TogetherWebmaster Bruce: Bringing People Together  

The K-9 Korral has received notification that it has been 
approved for Federal tax-exempt status and is a bona fide 
not-for-profit organization. 

  A letter dated Sept. 30 informing us of our status arrived from Lois G. 
Lerner, director of the Internal Revenue Service’s Exempt Organizations 
department. The effective date of the exemption is November 14.  
  Under IRS rules, the K-9 Korral is considered a 501 c4 organization, 
which means we do not have to pay federal income taxes.  
  Having an official employer identification number will be helpful in 
securing future grants from local politicians or private organizations as 
part of our fundraising efforts.  

  The only stipulation is that if we take in more than $25,000 in a given 
year, then we would have to file an informational tax return (form 990), 
but we would still be exempt from any tax obligation.  
  Persons who donate to the Korral should also be made aware that dona-
tions to organizations in our category are “not deductible as charitable 
contributions on the donor’s federal income tax return.”   The only group 
that the federal government allows to deduct contributions to is volunteer 
fire organizations.  
  We want to thank Frank Toomey for his efforts in contacting the IRS, 
filling out the extensive paperwork, putting out the $150 filing fee, and 
following up through all the tedious stages of the approval process.  

   

Bruce Robinson and Victory 



  

          PET SPA 
All Breed GRoomIng/Boarding 

 
86-37 Lefferts Blvd.          91-10 Jamacia Avenue 
Richmond Hills, NY 11418      Woodhaven, NY 11418 
(718) 849-3000           (718) 441-5152 
 
 
 

FREE SHAMPOO, EAR CLEANING AND 
NAILS CLIPPED TO NEW 

 MEMBERS OF K-9  KORRAL 

Rainbow Electric Co., Inc. 
Licensed Electrical Contractor 

93-10 Linden Blvd. 
Ozone Park, NY 11417 

Albert Dattolo 
Office:  718-521-0925 
Fax:      718-521-9194  

WEDDINGS—SWEET 16’s 
ALL OCCASIONS 

EXPRESS IT 
VIDEO PRODUCTIONS 

 
ROBERT CASTELLANO 
Tel:  718-621-4580 
Cell:  917-696-3623 
Email: expressitvideo@msn.com  

Dr. Steven R. Weinstein, D.V.M. 
 

HOWARD BEACH ANIMAL CLINIC 
 
 

163-11 Crossbay Blvd. 
Howard Beach, NY 11414 
718-848-6803 

 

VETERINARY CARE 
UNLIMITED, P.C. 

DR. THERESA PAOLONI 
 

84-09 Rockaway Blvd. 
Ozone Park, NY 11416 
718-296-7700 

*         PET ZONE 

 
   FULL LINE OF PET SUPPLIES 
 AND PROFESSIONAL GROOMING 
SPECIALIZING IN HOLISTIC FOODS 

“ELI & CATHY” 
113-24 Queens Blvd. 
Forest Hills, NY 11375 

718-896-3333 
Between 76th Ave. & 76th Rd. 
CLOSED TUESDAY (Late Night Thursday) 
                www.petzone.info 
Discount on Grooming only Monday through Thursday 

 
 
 
  

19 FLAVORS OF BUFFALO WINGS 
PLUS SHRIMP, WRAPS, RIBS AND SANDWICHES 

WINGS AND SPORTS RESTAURANT 
 

92-07 Jamaica Ave.        Store:  718-805-WING (9464) 
Woodhaven, NY 11421        Fax:     718-805-9466 

www.wingstogo.com 

   PET NUTRITION OUR ONLY     * 
  SPECIALTY 

                K9 CATERERS 
82-02 Cooper Avenue   
Glendale, NY 11385 
Tel:  718-894-7116—718-894-2416 
FOR DELIVERY CALL:  718-894-4302 
Mon.—Sat. 9:00—6:00 ; Sun. 10:00—3:00 

 

CUSTOM WOODWORKING 
•  High End Finishing 
•  Interior Renovations 
•  Mouldings 
• Tile Work 
• Painting 

 
James Zimmermann 

(347) 531-8110   

*5% off food and 10% off all treats, accessories 
and grooming.. Pet Zone discount expires 12/31/04. 


