JOAN YAKKEY     brief  introduction

Professor Joan Yakkey is a graduate of Music and Art High School and holds a B.A. degree in Music Composition from Queens College, CUNY, New York, where she studied with Leo Kraft and Hugo Weisgall.  She is also a graduate from the Music Conservatory “L. Cherubini” of Florence, Italy, and she has obtained the equivalent of three M.M. degrees: Piano Performance (under Guglielmo Rosati) 1970, Choral Direction and Composition (under Paolo Fragapane) 1975 and International Teaching Methods (with Fiorella Cappelli)1975. She has also studied at the Ecoles Pour Americains, Fontainebleau, France with Nadia Boulanger (1961) and at the Orff Institute of Salzburg, Austria (1980). For five consecutive years, Professor Yakkey followed Choral Conducting Seminars held by Georg Robev (Bulgarian State Chorus).

Professor Joan Yakkey teaches Piano at the Music Conservatory in Florence, Italy since 1976, and in 1978 founded the Choral Department for Young Singers at the Scuola di Musica di Fiesole, Florence, Italy where she is now Choral Director and Department Coordinator for Children’s Choirs. She has established the Children’s Choir at the Music Conservatory of Florence and the Junior Singing Club for children at the St. James American Church of Florence. 

Professor Joan Yakkey has recorded on CD “Anonymous Venetian Airs of the 18th Century” with the Joan Yakkey Consort. She has also recorded on CD Claudio Monteverdi’s “Sacred Songs and Canzonettes for Three Voices” and the Holocaust Opera by Hans Krasa “Brundibar” with the Ensemble Vocale Barbara Strozzi from Florence. The children’s choir from the Fiesole Music School will appear on a new CD of G. Puccini’s‘La Boheme’ directed by Zubin Mehta (Philips Classical) with Bocelli and Eva Mei.

For over twenty years, Joan Yakkey has been preparing soloists and choral groups of young singers for concerts, television programs, CD recordings, music festivals, International competitions, Children’s operas and Operatic - Symphonic roles for many Opera Theaters and Summer Festivals throughout Italy (Spoleto - Torre del Lago etc.). 

Joan Yakkey is the author of many children’s teaching methods in bi-lingual 

editions (The Sign and the Sound: coloring books and sight-singing methods for children ages 4 to 12 in four volumes) ; she is an arranger and composer of instrumental, choral and vocal music (her latest composition is an Oratorio in bilingual edition for two Children’s choirs, soloists and narrator: THE COMET  produced by the children’s choirs of the Fiesole Music School to celebrate the new Millennium.) She now directs and tours with the CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH CHOIRS OF THE SCHOOL of MUSIC of FIESOLE and the new ENSEMBLE VOCALE TEMPUS FLORIDUM .

