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STATEMENT OF TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
Ideally, the ultimate goal of my teaching efforts is to inspire my students to transform themselves into becoming life-long “learners” and for them to intrinsically raise their curiosity levels and make their intellectual pursuits self-induced.


In general, I approach teaching with the realization that students have many different learning styles and therefore I try to include a variety of teaching methods to accommodate this situation. Therefore in addition to the standard lecture-note taking style that is typical of most college teaching formats, I like to utilize group projects and use a variety of internet technologies coupled with documentary videos. Of course, my most successful method of teaching relies heavily upon the Socratic Method as I have discovered that this method really engages students and stimulates dialog.


Another important goal that I have in my teaching philosophy is to help students develop transferable skills that they can use in whatever career they intend to pursue.  These skills include the ability to think critically, to present those critical thoughts orally and in written form, to provide feedback to peers in a constructive manner, to ask relevant questions, and to engage in collaborative work.
In terms of teaching Political Science, my primary goal for introductory courses is to raise awareness of the importance of understanding politics and how it impacts student’s lives. I feel that this is particularly acute in our democratic system of government and I am constantly fighting the battle of political apathy that is prevalent in America today. In this instance, I make great efforts for students to be aware of current events and I integrate current events with lectures and exams.

For upper level Political Science courses, my philosophy here is to challenge students with the application of theory with substantive material and current topics in Political Science. I am also keen to make sure that students understand and utilize the scientific aspects of our discipline when they undertake research projects or when they simply read and discuss topics in Political Science both in and out of the classroom. My goals for students at this level are to learn and read scholarly material of some sophistication, to analyze and critique these readings, and to express ideas effectively-both orally and in writing.

In conclusion, I love to teach and I love to learn. For me, teaching and learning are not hobbies or occupations but are absolute necessities. I look forward to all opportunities to learn and teach and to be with students. The key word here is passion and there is nothing that I am more passionate about than teaching.

