STUDY GUIDE FOR THE LAST EXAM
POS 105 INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
The readings from the book will cover just parts of Chapter 13, and all of Chapters: 14, 15, and 17.
We also developed a “rationale model of decision making” in class. This will be an optional essay question and the information that you have on this will be drawn strictly from your notes. But I have found you a good source to supplement the notes on this topic at this website:
http://www.open2.net/theservice/policy/policy_rational.pdf

We also discussed how the President gets elected in this country. We learned how the Electoral College operates. You should know the basic mechanics of how this strange institution operates.

TOPICS:

Chapter 13: (Basic Institutions of Gov’t)
· Electoral systems: Single member districts (FPTP) (2party systems ?), advantages, Disadvantages, Proportional representation Advantages, disadvantages pp. 236-240, 

· Unitary and Federal systems of government (pp. 240-245) Pros and cons of both systems…

Chapter 14 (Legislatures)
· Know the difference between a parliament and our presidential system (p. 254-259)

· What does a legislature do? (p. 262-267) Plus notes…..
· Lack of turnover : incumbency (advantages of incumbents) notes…

· Representation: (Class notes)

· Theories of Representation: Trustee, Delegate, Organizational (Class notes)

Chapter 15 Executives: (Presidency)
· Roles of the executive: (Class notes and pp. 279-281)
· Power of the presidency: Informal powers of the President: Persuasion and Public Opinion (class notes)
