STUDY GUIDE FOR THE THIRD EXAM
EXAM DATE: THURSDAY FEB 23RD
POS 105 INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
DR. JAMES BINNEY
The readings from the book will cover Chapter 7, Chapter 9, and Chapter 10. The lecture notes pertaining to these chapters will also be on the exam. Even though we covered the Legislature Chapter (Chapter 14), this legislature chapter (14) will not be on this 3rd exam but will be featured on the last exam. The Electoral College will also be featured on the last exam even though we went over that in the last class.
A helpful hint is to look at the “questions to consider” at the beginning of each chapter and you should be able to address these questions…Also, make sure that you know the vocabulary terms at the bottom of the pages. These Key terms are again listed at the end of the chapter.

Some things I noticed about your essays and studying habits: I think that it is better to understand the concepts from the book in a critical thinking context and that one should not memorize passages directly verbatim from the book simply to regurgitate this information back on the essay. One must be able to integrate and synthesize these concepts into a thoughtful and fluid essay.

TOPICS:

Chapter 7: Political Culture
· Define political culture (p. 114-115) How is it different from a Political Party ?
· Define political efficacy and competence (p. 116-117)
· Almond and Verba’s typology of political cultures: (p. 118-119) Try to understand what they were doing when they researched this topic of political culture and be able to understand the different types of political cultures that they discovered were prevalent.
· Understand Participation in America: (pp. 117). Why can it be labeled a participant culture even though many Americans are very ignorant of politics and don’t vote?
· Understand what Civil Society is (pp. 116)

· Elite and Mass cultures (pp. 132-123)

· Political socialization (Agents of socialization) (p.127-130)
Chapter 9: Media
· We talked about structure of media and media bias. Understand the difference between structural media bias is (how does private ownership of media change the way political news is presented ? vs. Ideological bias of reporters… ). Also, there is information about the general state of the media on (pp. 166-167)
· Know about the affects that television has had on politics in this chapter (plus we watched the video about this issue in terms of how T.V. has affected the Presidency). 
· T.V.: Ownership and control (pp. 164-165)

· Adversarial relationship (p. 169-170)
Chapter 10: Interest Groups
· Define an interest group and how they differ from political parties (p. 174-175)
· Who Belongs?  (p. 176)
· Interest Groups and the Government (pp.175)
· Pluralist theory: Normative assumptions, i.e. representations and government as a neutral playing field,,,Look at countervailing power also on pp. 177 and pp. 175 to look at more of what pluralism entails.. (class notes important here)
· Public interest vs. private interests being served ? (notes)
· Dilemmas in controlling interest groups ? (notes)
· Tactics of interest groups: Who do they lobby and how ? (pp. 185-189)
· Types of interest groups, Membership issues (public or private goods), The free rider problem (class notes and pp.190)
