STUDY GUIDE FOR THE FINAL EXAM
EXAM DATE: SATURDAY DECEMBER 16TH
POS 105 INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE
DR. JAMES BINNEY
The readings from the book will cover Chapter 10, 13, and 14. The Electoral College will also be featured on this last exam and the information from that will be from class notes and from the website that I posted to give you more information about how this strange institution operates. 
A helpful hint is to look at the “questions to consider” at the beginning of each chapter and you should be able to address these questions…Also, make sure that you know the vocabulary terms at the bottom of the pages. These Key terms are again listed at the end of the chapter.

Some things I noticed about your essays and studying habits: I think that it is better to understand the concepts from the book in a critical thinking context and that one should not memorize passages directly verbatim from the book simply to regurgitate this information back on the essay. One must be able to integrate and synthesize these concepts into a thoughtful and fluid essay.

TOPICS:

Chapter 10: Interest Groups
· Define an interest group and how they differ from political parties (p. 174-175)
· Who Belongs?  (p. 176)
· Interest Groups and the Government (pp.175)
· Pluralist theory: Normative assumptions, i.e. representations and government as a neutral playing field,,,Look at countervailing power also on pp. 177 and pp. 175 to look at more of what pluralism entails.. (class notes important here)
· Public interest vs. private interests being served ? (notes)
· Dilemmas in controlling interest groups ? (notes)
· Tactics of interest groups: Who do they lobby and how ? (pp. 185-189)
· Types of interest groups, Membership issues (public or private goods), The free rider problem (class notes and pp.190)
Chapter 13: (Basic Institutions of Gov’t)

· Electoral systems: Single member districts (FPTP) (2party systems ?), advantages, Disadvantages, Proportional representation Advantages, disadvantages pp. 236-240, 

· Unitary and Federal systems of government (pp. 240-245) Pros and cons of both systems…

Chapter 14 (Legislatures)

· Know the difference between a parliament and our presidential system (p. 254-259)

· What does a legislature do? (p. 262-267) Plus notes…..

· Lack of turnover : incumbency (advantages of incumbents) notes…

· Representation: (Class notes)

· Theories of Representation: Trustee, Delegate + class notes
