Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2001 was passed in the 107th Congress by a unanimous vote of 97 to 0.  Since this bill passed unanimously in both House and Senate, it appears that the final bill favored both Democratic and Republican agendas.  Since no politician would oppose legislation that protects the country for further terrorist attacks, no one would oppose it.  However, it seems that the debate between the parties is over the magnitude of the bill’s affects.  In the age of bipartisanship, both parties refrain from publicly expressing differing opinions.  Initially, the Feinstein-Kyl bill presented most of the reforms that conservative Republicans sought after.  However, a compromise Kennedy-Brownback bill, supported by many democrats and a few republicans presented a less extreme version of the original bill. The final bill, sponsored by two democrats and two republicans, was passed in unanimously in both congresses and was a compromise of the two original bills.  According to conservative news source, townhall.com, some of the reforms of the new legislation include hiring more workers for the INS over the next three years, increase the pay of INS people i.e Border Patrol agents, improving border patrol technology, tracking of foreign students by educational institutions among many of the new restrictions placed on them, and forbidding nationals from entering the country.
This bill was supported by the American Association of State Colleges and Universities, because it set stricter standards for higher education institutions in regards to foreign students.  New monitoring guidelines, background checks for students from states that sponsor terrorism and visa requirements were set in place to safeguard against the next terrorist attack.  NAFSA: Association of International Educators, supports the bill for similar reasons, but also stated their objection to the original Feinstein-Kyl bill, which present many more handicaps to foreign students.  On the other hand, Iranian Americans do not support this bill.  According to persianoutpost.com, some Iranian Americans find this bill to contrary to their interests.  According to that source, the bill bars Iranian citizens from entering the US, even if accompanied by “student, tourist, or work visa.”  In addition, friends and relatives of Iranian Americans cannot come to the US to visit.  The site protests that no Iranian was implicated in the 9-11 attacks, and therefore should not be discriminated against in this legislation.  It appears that these Iranian interests are expressed by a few Iranian American individuals.

Media, especially the big networks, did not have extensive, if any, coverage of this legislation.  Most news networks focused their specials on child abuse scandals of the Catholic Church.  By entering the query, “Enhanced Border Security and Visa Entry Reform Act of 2001,” no network sponsored site covers this bill.  Instead, interest groups and other interests present their cases for or against the bill.  USNEWS.COM links to a site that has one blurb about the newly passed legislation.  However, the only network that has regular coverage of this topic is Fox News, specifically the O’Reilly Factor.  For some time prior to the introduction of the bill, he clamored for improved border security.  He presented many reasons and argued with hosts over his points.

According to Bill O’Reilly, on his commentary show, improved border patrol would potentially limit the number of illegal drugs entering the country.  Also, the bill potentially decreases the number of illegal aliens who come into the country, have children, and live off of America’s welfare and educational system.  Aside from these extra benefits, the INS would now have better tools, communications, and man-power to carry out its institutional purpose.  International students who do not wish to destroy America are adversely affected as those who wish otherwise.
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