Presidential Address of Dr. J. V. M. Naidu, Chairman, Indian Meteorological Society, Visakhapatnam Chapter on the eve of World Water Day 22 March 2003

World water day is being celebrated 22nd March of every year by the world community to focus the attention on the problems on water resources and management. This year’s theme has been selected as “Water for the Future”.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is the lead UN agency for World Water Day 2003. The goal is to inspire political and community action and encourage greater global understanding of the need for more responsible water use and conservation.

This year of 2003 has been declared as International year of fresh water attaches more significance on the problems of water for human consumption. The world is going to face severe water crisis in future due to population increase and it is estimated that 2.7 billion people will be affected due to scarcity of water by 2025. The water scarcity may cause a death toll of five million annually from water related diseases. Over the next twenty years the per capita water supply is expected to drop by one third as per the World Water Development Report of United Nations. At present 800 million people are unable to buy the food and 1.2 billion people lack access to safe water and 3 billion people have inadequate sanitation. Water problems due to floods or droughts need a greater attention for its proper utilization and management. The Kyoto conference during 16-23 March 2003 is itself a key event of the UN International Year of Freshwater is going to deliberate on these various issues and come up with specific recommendations to augment water resources for better utilization. 

Water is available in nature in the form of water vapour in atmosphere and in solid and liquid forms on the earth’s surface. The water at the surface is mainly available in rivers, lakes, reservoirs, tanks etc. The existence of perennial rivers is  due  to melting snow from hill tops. The polar ice caps contain water in the form of ice. The ground water is yet another source to meet the human consumption. About 70% of the water is utilized for agriculture where 23% is used for industries the rest of 7% is used for domestic purposes includes drinking.

The water vapour in the atmosphere can be less polluted due to any gaseous effluents while the surface water can be polluted to enormously to dangerous levels due to release of industrial toxic effluents, pesticides and fertilizers from agriculture fields, discharge of urban sewage etc. The ground water also may be polluted due to leaching of toxic substances buried at the surface. So, anthropogenic influence contributes a lot for depletion of the available water supplies. Besides that, the surface run-off during rainy days could not be harnessed properly due to bad management. In our state it self every year billions of cusecs of water from Godavari is flowing wastefully into Bay of Bengal while many districts reel under severe water shortages. All the problems of this kind need to be addressed for taking up safe water supplies for agriculture, industry and domestic use. 

Today, to focus the attention on the theme “Water for the Future” Prof. Shivaji Rao agreed to speak on the topic on “Drinking Water scenario in Cities of Andhra Pradesh” which is of major concern in the recent past due to failure of monsoons on 2002. Understanding of these resources and its management will play a vital role to protect the mankind and the environment from degradation and water calamities in future .

