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The total water generated in River Krishna on an average flow basis in an year is about 2400 TMC. The annual river yield is estimated  as 2060 TMC at 75 % dependability. This was allocated by Bachavat Tribunal in 1976, @ 560, 700, and 800 TMC to Maharastra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh respectively under scheme “A”. The surplus water over and above 2060 TMC  can be utilized by Andhra Pradesh with out any right over it under scheme “A”. 

To use the surplus water Andhra Pradesh has taken up various projects like Telugu Ganga, Srisailam left bank canal, Handri Niva, Galeru Nagari etc, on which Karnataka has raised objections saying that they are illegal as they are not approved as they propose to claim part of the surplus water as per the Bachavat allotment which can be altered subject to consent of states or by an act of parliament

Under Scheme “B” the water has to be shared by the states in the proportion of 560:700:800 TMC including the surpluses and the deficit waters. Under scheme B Karnataka expects 50% of the surplus water amounting to 183 TMC for which Karnataka has already executed some of the projects including Alamatti, Upper Tunga, etc. By over sizing Alamatti dam, and its canals and also by installing high capacity pump sets in Almatti reservoir. Karnataka now prepared a master plan to utilize 1156 TMC of Krishna waters, exceeding the allotment by a tune of about 450TMC.

 If this is so Andhra Pradesh has to loose more than 50 % of its allotment there by converting all the irrigated areas under Nagarjunasagar and Praksam barrage to an extent of more than 30 lakh acres which is a life and death problem for millions of farmers and farm labour and drastically threatening the survival of the eco systems in this area.The problem is acute in a drought year.

Proposals:

· Since Andhra Pradesh will not be able to enjoy even half of the Scheme A allotment, it is essential that the Government of Andhra Pradesh should give up Scheme A.

· Andhra Pradesh should  take up with the New Tribunal for allotment on pro-rata basis of Krishna river waters @ 56:70:80 for Maharastra, Karnatka and Andhra Pradesh respectively along with   the constitution of. a  “River valley authority” to over see proper distribution, maintenance of quality and augmentation  of water resources.

· In view of the severe stress on  dwindling water resources due to increase of population,  depletion of forest cover or enhanced irrigation, it is essential to take up Cloud seeding on western ghats which  has high potential to augment rainfall exceeding 20% to overcome some of the severe problems of the people and echo-systems in Krishna Basin.
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