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Statement on Cloud Seeding Experiments in Andhra Pradesh





The above chapter has taken up this issue of the Cloud seeding experiments for augmentation of rainfall in Andhra Pradesh ever since the southwest monsoon 2002 failed with record of about 75% of the normal rainfall over the state. Subsequently, northeast monsoon, winter and summer rains have failed in many parts of the state with heat wave conditions prevailing over several days in summer. This resulted in severe depletion in the moisture of the soil leading to moderate to severe arid conditions in the state. 





The chapter which deliberated at length on the issues of water scenario in Andhra Pradesh in various conferences as follows.





Conference on Water Scenario in Andhra Pradesh on 13 May 2003


Meeting on Drinking Water Scenario in cities of Andhra Pradesh 22 march 2003


Conference on Strategies for Drought Mitigation 14-15 February 2003


Review meeting on Water Resources for Visakhapatnam 9 January 2003


Colloquium on Water Resources for Visakhapatnam 13 December 2002





After prolonged deliberations and preparation of report by an expert committee headed by Prof. Shivaji Rao on Cloud seeding was prepared. The report entitled “Cloud Seeding Experiments for Andhra Pradesh” was submitted to the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh on 6th February 2003 to take up cloud seeding experiments for mitigating the drought.





Prof. T. Shivaji Rao and Dr. J.V.M. Naidu also advised Tamil Nadu Government at their request to take up similar experiments to ease the scarcity of water resources at Chennai.  Prof. Rao, the expert committee member on Cloud seeding experiments in Andhra Pradesh since 1988 has been associated with the first few experiments conducted in 1993 and 1995 at Hyderabad and Ananthapur.





The recent experiments on both warm and cold Cloud seeding at Visakhapatnam during 12-14 October 2002 at the behest of Visakhapatnam Municipal Corporation yielded successful results under the guidance of Prof. Shivaji Rao and Dr. J. V. M. Naidu life members of this Society. The estimates show clearly that the district rainfall increased more than 100%, yielded about 15 TMC of water in the district with an estimated expenditure of Rs. 6 lakhs for three days due to seeding. This amounts to getting rain water of thousand litres with an expenditure less than 1 paise.  All these were well reported in the Press. 





In spite of such an expertise is available within the state, the Government took up this issue with various scientists in the country as reported in the Press and comes to a conclusion that the Cloud seeding is a futile exercise which can’t help the agriculture nor cost effective. 





So, this chapter feels that review of these experiments can be deliberated through a seminar to be conducted by the Government with the participation of all the concerned officials so as to take up an appropriate decision to help the distressed farmer of the state and improve the water scenario.
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