SOUTH WEST MONSOON  FORTNIGHTLY TREND FOR JUNE 2003
Some of the salient features which are seen during the first days of monsoon till 12th June 2003.
· The Southwest Monsoon started with a week’s delay in Kerala with practically no rain fall over Trivandrum from date of on set till 12 June.

· Southwest Monsoon current is seen as two branches one from Arabian sea, giving potential rain for western Ghats, while the other the Bay of Bengal branch decides Monsoon for east and central India including Coastal  AP,  Telangana etc. The bay branch is very weak showing little advancement northwards since its onset on 8th June at Nagapattinam / Karaikal  in Tamilnadu.
· The Sea Surface Temperatures in Arabian Sea are above normal and already produced two low pressures systems, while they are below normal by one to two degrees in Bay of Bengal which is not a healthy sign for formation of low pressure areas. This scenario of getting normal sea surface temperatures may take a minimum period of about two weeks.
· The Pressure gradient across peninsular India continued to be above normal by 2 to 4 milli bars, sitting as a high pressure area suppressing the inflow of moist air from adjacent sea areas. 

· Although the low level north westerly winds changed to westerly in the second week sufficient moisture building up, is not taking place for any significant rainfall even at the places where the monsoon already set in.
· The daily maximum temperatures in the Andhra Pradesh  continued to be above normal for long spells since May showing the influence of north westerly dry winds which could weaken the cyclone moving towards Andhra coasts and influenced to recurve towards Burma coast.  Recurrence of any heat wave spells indicates subdued monsoon over coastal Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.
· The Southern Oscillation which is an index for good rainfall showed consistently negative values since March 2002 for the last 15 months suggesting subdued rainfall activity.
In conclusion the monsoon has a gloomy picture for the next 1-2 weeks. Any depletion in June rainfall is going to largely affect the agricultural and drinking water scenario immediately. Contingency plans are necessary to face this calamity.
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