Presidential Address of Dr. J. V. M. Naidu on 13.5.2003 at 

Bi-centenary Celebrations of Sir Arthur Cotton

Conference on “Water Scenario in Andhra Pradesh”

Hon’ble Member of the Parliament, Sri. M.V.V.S. Murthy garu, Respected Admiral Raman Puri garu, Padmasri S.R. Rao garu, Prof. T. Shivaji Rao garu and all participants of  this conference !

At the first instance I am very happy to invite all of you to participate in this conference. This is being conducted to express our gratitude to Sir Arthur Cotton on his Bi-centenary year ending on 15th May 2003. The conference aims at playing a significant role in utilization of water resources in the country. To herald this issue it is decided to have a conference on “Water Scenario in Andhra Pradesh”. Sir Arthur Cotton played an important role in providing a strong base for utilization of waters in south India with his  unique vision in building several anicuts and bringing several lakhs of agriculture land into irrigation. Prof. Shivaji Rao will deliberate at length on his Biography and paths he has laid for building up of irrigation and navigation channels in Godavari, Krishna and Penna deltas.

Ever since, the failure of southwest monsoon of 2002 was noticed this chapter has been associated in taking up various issues with the Government and sensitize people on issues like Water for Visakhapatnam, Cloud Seeding experiments, Drought mitigation, etc. and passed some of the major resolutions as follows.

· “Water” to be placed in the concurrent list of the Indian constitution.

· Pumping of Godavari water from tail end of Samarlakota canal to Yeleru canal to fulfill the needs of Vizag

· Interstate River Authority to ensure proper management and distribution of water resources.

· Legislations to tackle the problems related to Disasters/Floods and Cyclones.

· Construction of reservoirs with necessary amendments in Forest and Environmental acts.

· Building up  of three major reservoirs on Godavari of about 250 TMC capacities, at Suravaram (Karimnagar district), Eturunagaram (Warangal district) and Polavaram (West Godavari district) even by floating irrigation bonds. 

· Interlinking of  Nagavali and Gosthani .

· Cloud Seeding to augment rain falls in all drought prone areas to protect the agriculture yields, forest cover, and extinction of several endangered flora and fauna.

· Water from Jhanjawati and Thotapalli reservoirs by gravity to Visakhapatnam. 

· To lay the domestic water charges on telescopic rates in Vizag Municipality. 

· Awarding Bharat Ratna to Sir Arthur Cotton

All these resolutions have been communicated to various Government agencies. It may be gratifying to note that the project of Godavari water to Visakhapatnam is already taken up. Cloud seeding experiments were well recognized as a potential source for drought Mitigation and consequently Tamil Nadu government has invited Prof. T. Shivaji Rao and Dr. J.V.M. Naidu to participate and advice in cloud seeding experiments to solve  Chennai water problem. 

Today  as the drought in the country is continuing, the cyclone at the Bay of Bengal still to show its signatures on the` land. It is our earnest desire to deliberate on some of the major issues such as the following during  this one day conference.

The issues can be taken up as following:

1. Can we propose an organization like “Water Resource Commission” as an apex body at the centre on the lines of Planning Commission to augment, protect, manage, and distribute the water wealth of this country judiciously?

2. Is it necessary to revise environment and forest laws to easily execute the water distribution?

3. Is the Cloud Seeding to be taken up by the state authorities to augment water resources?.

4. Can we reemphasize the issue of water to be taken under concurrent list of Constitution?

And above all is it necessary to once again propose award of Bharat Ratna posthumously to Sir Arthur Cotton which will drive our young engineers for good work ethics and early execution of the projects. With these terms of reference we want to continue our deliberations during the course of the day.
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