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Tropical cyclones are well known for their destructive power. The recent cyclones of 29th April 1991 and 29thOctober 1999 at Bangladesh and Paradeep have taken a loss of life to a tune of 1.38 lakhs and 20,000 respectively. With the advances in technology, it is possible to forecast precisely the landfall and estimate the disaster effects so as to save loss of human life. This can be achieved with the proper planning and cooperation among the user agencies, forecasters and Government officials, who undertake relief and rescue operations.

The cyclonic storms affect through three different ways viz. floods, wind damages and the tidal waves. The rainfalls of 30-50 cm per day at a place can cause low level inundation and breaches to irrigation canals and tanks during cyclones. The storms in post cyclone period produce the more devastation compared to the pre monsoon storms, due to these floods as the soil is fully charged with moisture due to the southwest monsoon. So even low intensity cyclones which can give rainfalls exceeding 20 cm and cause floods and inundation of the low lying areas. As the system intensifies into severe cyclonic storm to super cyclones, the wind damages will become high and  even pucca houses get damaged besides collapse of High Tension electrical  lines and communication towers causing disruption of both power and communications. The electrical power at times could not be restored even by several weeks for want of material and favorable conditions to reestablish the service. The consequence of which causes serious crisis even for drinking water. The third problem due to cyclones is the tidal waves, which inundate several square kilometers of coastal area submerging or marooning the villages. Some of these disasters that affected coastal Andhra Pradesh are reviewed. 

Another effect at coastal and seawaters is abnormal rise of sea level due to high ocean waves and surges. They cause even big ships to be washed ashore. The small fishing boats as far as several hundreds of kilometers   distances get affected due to ocean waves causing the fishing boats and rowing boats to capsize. To predict these conditions latest computers and the technological inputs from satellites and radars is necessary. All these features are discussed along with the mitigation measures taken up during the cyclones.
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