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GENERAL PRACTICE EDUCATION IN UNITED KINGDOM

General Practice Education consist in 3 years, 2 years spend in Hospital and 1 year in a Practice. Recently has been approved that trainees can spend 18 months in Hospital and 18 in General Practice. It is required to spend at least 6 months in two of the following specialities: General Medicine, Geriatric Medicine, Paediatrics, Psychiatry, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, General Surgery or Accident and Emergency.

Summative Assessment

By the end of the training and usually during the final year in General Practice, all trainees must pass an assessment consistent of a multiple choice questions (MCQ) test, an Audit, and a Video. The trainer also presents a report about the trainee. 

MCQ

3 hours duration. The questions test knowledge and problem-solving skills.

Video

The GP trainees are required to submit a videotape of 2 hours of duration recorded during their clinical sessions.

Audit

The Audit was chosen because all general practitioners should be monitoring and improving the quality of care they provide and are therefore a skill of minimal competence for a GP trainee. The trainee has to have appropriate time, resources and support by the training practice.

The aim of this assessment is to assess the competence of those joining the profession and reassure the public and protect the patients from doctors whose performance is not adequate. With this assessment some basic attributes are tested: knowledge, problem solving skills, clinical competence, consulting/communication skills…

Normal timetable for a GP trainee during the General Practice post.

· 2 hours a week of allocated time to produce the Audit

· Half a day to spend with the rest of GP trainees in the area

· 2 hours a week of protected teaching with no interruptions

· 1 hour a week for joint surgeries with the trainer. One week the trainer observes the trainee and the following week is the opposite.

During the final year, the trainees will assists to several courses on Minor Surgery techniques, Child Surveillance, Family Planning, resuscitation and Practice Management.
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