What is the Citizenship Retention and Re-acquisition
Act of 2003?

Republic Act No. 9225 or the Citizenship Retention and
Re-acquisition Act of 2003 is a law passed on 29
August 2003 which grants natural-born Filipinos who
have lost their Filipino citizenship through
naturalization in a foreign country, the opportunity
to retain or re-acquire their Filipino citizenship.

Who are natural-born citizens of the Philippines?

Natural-born citizens of the Philippines are those who
are citizens of the Philippine from birth without
having to perform any act to acquire or perfect their
Philippine citizenship. There are:

   * Those whose fathers or mothers are citizens of
the Philippines at the time of their birth; and
   * Those born before January 17, 1973, of Filipino
mothers, who elect Philippine citizenship upon
reaching the age of maturity.

Is it possible for Filipino to hold dual citizenship
or more than one citizenship at the same time?

Before the passage of R.A. 9225, dual citizenship of
some Filipinos already existed as result of the
operation of nationality laws. For example, a child
born in the United States of America of Filipino
parents is an American citizen under US law, and a
Filipino citizen under Philippine law. The child's
American citizenship is derived from the principle of
jus soli or place of birth, while his Philippine
citizenship is derived from the principle of jus
sanguinis or citizenship of his parents.

The passage of R.A. 9225 makes it possible for
Filipinos to hold dual citizenship through means other
than by birth.

With the passage of R.A. 9225, what happens to a
natural-born Filipino who becomes naturalized in
another country?

A natural born Filipino who becomes a naturalized
citizen of another country is deemed not to have lost
his/her citizenship under the provisions of the said
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law.

How does one re-acquire Filipino citizenship?

A natural-born Filipino who lost his/her Filipino
citizenship through naturalization in another country
may re-acquire Filipino citizenship through the
following process:

For applications filed overseas

For applications filed in the Philippines


Does one who re-acquire Filipino citizenship need to
reside in the Philippines?

Residency in the Philippines is not a requirement for
those who re-acquire Filipino citizenship.

What rights and privileges is one entitled to on
re-acquiring Filipino citizenship?

Filipinos who re-acquire Filipino citizenship under
this Act may once again enjoy full civil, economic and
political rights under existing laws of the
Philippines. Among these are:

   * right to own real property in the Philippines
   * right to engage in business or commerce as a
Filipino
   * right to practice one's profession in accordance
with law
   * right to travel with a Philippine passport
   * right to vote in Philippine elections under
existing laws
   * other rights and privileges enjoyed by Filipino
citizens

Can one who re-acquire Filipino citizenship vote in
elections in the Philippines?

A person who re-acquire Filipino citizenship may vote
in elections in the Philippines provided that he/she
complies with the residency requirement under existing
Philippine election laws. The person may however, vote
overseas in Philippine national elections (for
President, Vice-President, Senators and sectoral
representatives) in accordance with the provisions of
the Overseas Absentee Voting Act of 2003.

Having re-acquired Filipino citizenship, can one hold
public office in the Philippines?

Yes, provided that those seeking elective office meet
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the qualifications as required by the Philippine
Constitution and existing laws, and at the time of the
filing of the certificate of candidacy, make a
personal and sworn renunciation of any and all foreign
citizenship before a public officer authorized to
administer an oath.

Those appointed to a public office shall make a sworn
renunciation of the oath of allegiance to the country
where they took their oath.

What is the effect of dual citizenship on the payment
of income taxes?

Republic Act 8424 provides that only incomes derived
from the Philippines are subject to taxation by the
Philippine government. However, in 1976, the
Philippines and United States of America signed a
treaty on taxation in order to avoid double taxation
for Filipinos who derive income from the United States
and vice versa. The Philippine government is expected
to negotiate similar arrangements with other countries
in the light of the enactment of the Citizenship
Retention and Reacquisition Act of 2003.

After re-acquiring Filipino citizenship, can one
practice his or her profession in the Philippines?

A person who has re-acquired Filipino citizenship may
be able to practice his/her profession in the
Philippines, provided that he/she applies with the
Professional Regulation Commission (or the Supreme
Court for lawyers) for a license or permit to engage
in such practice.

As a Filipino citizen, can one's spouse who is a
foreign national live in the Philippines?

An immigrant visa may be issued to a Filipino
citizen's foreign spouse which entitles him/her to
permanently reside in the Philippines. Said visa may
be obtained by applying at Philippine Embassies or
Consulates. The validity of the visa, however, is
contingent upon the Filipino citizenship of his/her
spouse.

If a Filipino citizen chooses to travel to the
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Philippines with his/her foreign spouse and children,
do the spouse and children need to secure additional
travel documents from the Philippine Embassy or
Consulate General beforehand?

Under the Balikbayan Law, a Filipino citizen's foreign
spouse and children traveling to the Philippines with
him/her, do not need to secure other travel documents
because they are entitled to a visa-free entry to the
Philippines for a period of one (1) year, among other
privileges.

What is the citizenship status of one's children after
re-acquiring Filipino citizenship?

If his/her are unmarried and below 18 years of age
upon re-acquisition of Filipino citizenship, his/her
children are also recognized as Filipino citizens
under Philippine laws and are entitled to the rights
and privileges attendant thereto.

What are required in applying for retention or
re-acquisition of one's Filipino citizenship?

Those applying for retention or re-acquisition of
Filipino citizenship need to submit the following:

   * completed petition under oath with forwarding
address
   * right to engage in business or commerce as a
Filipino
   * three (3) recent 2" x 2" photographs of the
applicant (front, left side and right side views of
the applicant over white background)
   * processing fee
   * authenticated copy of birth certificate from the
National Statistics Office*, or original copy of
Report of Birth issued by the Philippine Embassy /
Consulate with jurisdiction, or Birth Certificate
issued by competent foreign authorities

             *Note: Birth certificate can be
requested for online through the NSO website:
                
www.ecensus.com.ph


   * signed oath of allegiance

Is there a fee involved in re-acquiring one's Filipino
citizenship under this Act?

Fees involved in reacquiring one's Filipino
citizenship under this Act are minimal, consisting
only of the notarial and administrative fees
prescribed by Philippine Embassies or Consulates, and
the US$50 (for overseas applicants) or PhP2,500 (for
Philippine based applicants) processing fee prescribed
by the Bureau of Immigration.

What happens to applicants who have taken their oath
of allegiance before the promulgation of the rules and
procedures?

Fees involved in reacquiring one's Filipino
citizenship under this Act are minimal, consisting
only of the notarial and administrative fees
prescribed by Philippine Embassies or Consulates, and
the US$50 (for overseas applicants) or PhP2,500 (for
Philippine based applicants) processing fee prescribed
by the Bureau of Immigration.


Oath of Allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines

"I _____________________, solemnly swear (or confirm)
that, I will support and defend the Constitution of
the Republic of the Philippines and obey the law and
legal orders promulgated by the duly constituted
authorities of the Philippines, and I hereby declare
that I recognize and accept the supreme authority of
the Philippines and will maintain true faith and
allegiance thereto, and that I impose this obligation
upon myself voluntarily without mental reservation or
purpose of evation."
