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In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The theme in today’s readings that spoke to me most was the theme of God’s will. Now it is probably because of where I am at the moment, but if you bear with me I would like to take you through the reading as I have experienced them this week.
But I also want to highlight a particular part of our Gospel. It’s the first part of verse 38, “Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion.” Now I’m not the kind of person that can sleep just anywhere, Michelle is more like that, but you have to admit, for anyone to sleep in a boat through a furious squall with waves breaking over the side so that it is nearly swamped, they have to be pretty tired. And Jesus had just finished a long day of teaching in the hot sun, He was exhausted. Isn’t that just so typically human? We read so much about Jesus as the Son of God, and prayer to Him as part of the trinity, that we can loose sight of the other fact, He was completely human. So when we’re tired and exhausted from a long day at work, well, Jesus knows what that feels like.
But back to the theme of the will of God. I have felt at a bit of a cross roads lately for two reasons, one internal, the other external. Firstly I have begun to question my calling to be a priest, and secondly I have been presented with two opportunities at work to be relocated to places outside of South Africa.
Now I’m not going to go into all my reasons why I have begun to question my calling in this sermon, although I am willing to talk about it afterwards. The simplest way I can put it is like this. If you really-really want to do something, but had to first complete steps one two and three, then surely you would been keen or eager to complete steps one two and three? Now my end goal has been to be an Anglican priest. It is even listed on my CV, which makes for interesting discussions in job interviews. But in order to become an Anglican priest I have to first, at least, finish my studies. I’m not sure this is the case for everyone wanting to become an Anglican priest; it’s definitely not the requirement for other denominations. But for me, I have to complete my studies. Then surely I would be keen or eager to complete my studies? However this has not been the case. I have been simply avoided them, until I had to deal with the issue when presented with a letter from TEE, the college I have been studying through. Because I have not submitted an assignment this year, I will not be able to complete my course this year. I also have to add that I am already repeating this course because I failed to complete it last year. Not only have I been uneager or loath to complete my studies, I have avoided thinking about setting aside time to perhaps draw up a schedule to organize a time to even open a book. That is how far away I have been from my studies. It’s not that I have tried and failed, but that I have not even tried at all. So what does that have to say about my calling to be a priest? 
And then I have felt pulled in two different directions at work. Both of them are away from here, but Michelle and I have always wanted some experience outside of South Africa, preferably in Europe, although we know that we want to return to South Africa. But the two posts I have been considered for are distinctly different from each other. So I have felt at a cross roads, and this idea of God’s will has been on my mind. And then came today’s readings. 
In our Gospel it is easy. Jesus said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” No doubt there, Jesus has given a direct instruction, head that way, and off they all go. Wouldn’t it be so easy if God were to say to me, “Yes you should be a priest, off you go.” Or give anyone of us such simple clear instructions. There’s little room for confusion, and if we love God as we claim to, then it would be easy to follow His instructions. But God doesn’t seem to operate like that. And then, further in the Gospel passage, when things seem to be going wrong, when the wind and the sea are against the disciples and they fear for their lives, they wake up Jesus and He sorts out everything. It made me think, if only I could wake up Jesus. Where is He? He seems to be sleeping while I am struggling with my desire to study. How can He abandon me like this? And then I hear Jesus’ rebuke, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” Perhaps I have no faith?
And then our second reading has the quote from Isaiah, “In the time of my favor I heard you,” Now you must know that I have been praying about these decisions. I have been asking many people whom I respect and trust can help me hear what God will is for, and yet, still no answer.

And then our Psalm ends on such a small, almost throw away line “and he will guide us eternally.” Well I’ve got to say that I have felt distinctly unguided lately.

And then our first reading, It is so clear that David was meant to be king. Everyone told him he should be. And again the reading ends with his assurance, “And David knew that the Lord had established him as king over Israel and had exalted his kingdom for the sake of his people Israel.” David knew it. No doubting there! If only I could have that kind of certainty.

Even our collect reads: transform us by the renewal of our minds; that we may know and do your perfect will.

And then on Friday night I began reading a book that was recommended to me a while back, “the Will of God as a Way of Life”. Surely this book has the answer on how to find God’s will for my life? Now I am only less than a quarter of the way through it, but within the first 20 odd pages it had completely changed my understanding of God’s will. And yet the explanation is also within our readings today, I simply couldn’t see it until it was pointed out to me.
The idea within this book is that we should be more concerned with doing the will of God in our usual everyday lives than seeking it out in the big major decisions. Now I’m not saying that we shouldn’t try to do God’s will in those big major decisions, or that as good faithful Christians we won’t encounter big major decisions, far from it, the point is more that if we take care of the little things, then the big things will also be taken care of.
Yes in the Gospel Jesus gives the disciples a direct instruction, but it’s a small everyday instruction. “That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go over to the other side.’” Jesus didn’t say “You should go over to the other side so that you can complete your studies and become an Anglican priest and serve in the Diocese of the Highveld under Bishop David for the rest of your natural life…” He just said, “Let’s go over there.” And He said it because where they were was crowded with people and He was exhausted.
Then our second reading ends with Paul emphasizing, “I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.” Now! Not tomorrow, or later in the year when we have to make our big major decision and live with the consequences.
Then the Psalm, The first 12 verses are all in the present or past tense. Praise, beauty and joy are all in the present. We praise now, beauty is only a present thing, joy can only be experienced now because tomorrow it could be turned into sorrow. Verse 3: ‘God is well known’ not “God will only be well known if you complete your studies and become an Anglican priest etc, etc.” Verse 4 – 9 are all past tense, describing things that have happened. Verses  10 and 11 are more statements of fact, while verse 12 is more an instruction.
Then our first reading, again it more looking back that David is assured that it has all been God’s will. This passage is almost a summary of David’s whole reign, not a forward looking statement.

And again our collect, it begins with: you have called us to offer ourselves; as a living sacrifice to you. That is the will of God, for us to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. We even say it at the end of every service, “we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ our Lord.” And when do we offer ourselves? Hopefully it’s not just at the end of every service once a week, but rather everyday, all day, in everything we do and everything we are.
This is actually true of most of the bible. “It tells us what we must do today, which often involves mundane tasks we tend to overlook. It tells us precious little about what is going to happen tomorrow, except to say that God is in control.” 

So it’s my prayer this week, that we will all work on doing the will of God in our everyday lives every day, and then, as Jesus says in Matthew 6:33, if we seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, then all these things will be given to us as well.
Amen.

And so let us stand and profess our faith, the faith of the church on page 108.
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