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In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Although today’s readings have quite a few themes in them, there is one phrase in the Gospel that I’d like to start my sermon on today. Those few words referring to God’s word. Verse 17 of the Gospel has the phrase, “your word is truth.” God’s word is truth. Now this {hold up bible} is God’s word. It is therefore the truth. The reading doesn’t say, “Your word contains truth”. It’s not like some of this is truth and some of it isn’t. All of it is the truth. It is sad when you see so many people out there searching for the truth, and yet they can’t find it. Perhaps they are like the ungodly referred to in our psalm, “they are like the chaff which the wind scatters”. They are scattered all over in their search, and yet it is right here, the truth. Our second reading also talks about ‘anyone’ ‘anyone who believes’ or ‘anyone who does not believe’ it’s one or the other. We can however be assured that this truth is for everyone; after all if something is true for one person, it is true for all. Again the Gospel doesn’t say “your word is truth for some”, it simply says “your word is truth.”

Now I’m not going to say that this is easy, that this book doesn’t have apparent contradictions in it, or that this book has simple answers to all of life’s questions. The truth isn’t always easy and uncomplicated or even nice and simple. It is just the truth.

But what does this truth, God’s word do? Well a few verses before it says “I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world.” Jesus has given it to us, but there are consequences. Receiving the word separates us from the world. We are no longer of this world, and the world hates us because of it. Now I’m not saying that there is a jeering crowd that we have to walk past as we leave church, that will hurl abuse at as, or that we will be persecuted for our faith, although some Christians are in parts of the world. I think it’s subtler than that. Hate doesn’t always have to be in your face, aggressive or obvious. I think the world (and by that I also mean the Devil, or evil) has realized that direct persecution can have the opposite effect. There is a reason for the saying that “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” Persecution can convince a person of their position. But if you leave them alone, if you lull them into a false sense of security, then they become more vulnerable. 

And so the world says it’s OK to believe in nothing; that it’s OK to have promiscuous sex outside of marriage; that alcohol or drugs aren’t bad things; that guns don’t kill people, people kill people; that pornography is art; that it’s OK to make lots of money to keep for yourself; that if I’m OK, everything is OK; that we are entitled to all the good things in live without any responsibilities; that we can do whatever we like as long as it doesn’t hurt anyone else… The list goes on. Or take another example, the book and now movie “The De Vinci Code”. Yes it can be good if it gets people thinking about their faith, but at best it can be a distraction, it can cause us to spend time on researching it or refuting it. Time we could spend better on other more needy things. But at worse it could cause a faithful Christian to question and even abandon their faith. It is another example of the world hating us because we are not of this world. 

And yet what is the best defense against hatred? Love. We are told in here {hold up bible} to love our enemies, love, not hate. And doesn’t the world just hate that one? Aren’t we bombarded with messages that it’s OK to hate? Of course you should hate the person that hijacked your car. Or course you should hate the person that robbed you, or raped you, or even killed someone you love. That’s normal for the world. But we are not of this world! That is what Jesus is saying in our Gospel, we are not of this world, and therefore we are not to do as the world does, or even listen to it when it whispers it’s soft messages of seduction. This is also what our second reading is talking about, as it begins “We accept man’s testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which he has given about his Son.”  The world is man’s testimony and it can be so easy to accept, but God’s testimony is greater, and contained in here. {lift up bible}

And yet Jesus’ prayer is also that we should not be removed us from this world. That can seem hard. Jesus, knowing the kind of world we live in, knowing that it hates us, doesn’t want to swoop in and rescue us. He doesn’t even want God to come along and take us out of this world. Yes He prays for our protection, but He wants us in this world. Why, why would He not want to gather us up and take us out of here? Well it’s partly because He also loves the world, even if it hates Him and us. And He needs us in this world to be His hands and feet, His eyes ears and mouth, to speak His words and do His work. Yes Jesus loves us. 

And that reminds me of the hymn or children’s rhyme, “Yes Jesus loves, yes Jesus loves me, yes Jesus loves, the bible tells me so.” That’s a good example of a simple truth that can be easily found in God’s word. 

So yes Jesus loves us and we should know this, but He also loves the world. John 3:16 says “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son.” He loves the world too much to leave it alone without us in it to help it and change it. So that should also be our message for today, that we should be out there, in the world, not of it, but in it, trying to bring God’s testimony to it as well as Jesus’ love. 

We have so many contrasts in our readings today, the psalm is between the righteous and the ungodly, the second reading between one who believes the testimony of God, and one who does not, and our Gospel has those who are of the world and those who are not. All of these should highlight the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian, but there is also another warning in our readings. Judas is mentioned twice, once by name and again by the title “the one doomed to destruction”. You see Judas is a scary example of how close one can be to Jesus and yet be doomed to destruction. We need to ensure that we are not just Christians in name, but rather that we are separated from the world and sanctified by the truth.

But how do we do this? How can we continue to keep our eyes on the truth; continue to love those that persecute us, those that hate us? Because I also believe that this is a life long choice we need to make. It’s not as simple as believing and then everything falls into place. No, rather we have to continually work at it. But I ask again, how can we? Where can we get the strength to go on in the face of such apparently strong opposition from the world? Well, again not to give too much away, but that strength is from the Holy Spirit, which we will hear more about next week. I always get excited before Pentecost.

So it’s my prayer this week that we may be on our guard, listen and watch out for the ways that the world tries to suck us into it’s self, and that we may be in the world, but not of it.

Amen.

And so let us stand and profess our faith, the faith of the church on page 108. 
