In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

Those words might sound familiar. It was just last week that we read about Jesus’ baptism, and there, how a voice from heaven said, “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” Now last week had to do with the beginning of Jesus ministry, His baptism, temptation, and proclaiming the Good News. This week it’s a voice from a cloud speaking, and its words are not directed towards Jesus, but rather towards His followers, those three disciples, and onward towards us today.

“This is my Son.”

Once again we have confirmation of Jesus’ divinity. The position of Jesus as the Son of God is what separates us from other religions. Even within the grouping of the three great monotheistic religions, monotheistic simply meaning ‘one god’, within the grouping of Moslems, Jews and Christians, only us, as Christians believe that Jesus was the Son of God. And it’s this belief that radically changes our attitude toward God and indeed it is an indication of a change in God’s attitude towards us. 

You see the Moslems believe that God is above everything. God is indescribable, unobtainable, and removed from this world. 

The Jews have God closer; they see God as involved in their history and lives, a God who has entered into a covenant with them and with whom one can even have a conversation. All these points are made in our first reading.

But us as Christians have Jesus Christ, the Son of God. For us God has entered into this world, become fully human to suffer and experience our pain, and in doing so, allows us to enter into a relationship with Him. 

“This is my Son.”

In our reading these words are spoken after Jesus has been transfigured, but it’s not just His physical appearance that has been transfigured. I love that small detail, “His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.” Not just white, but dazzling white, and not a white that could be achieved by any human means. It’s one of those small details that help round out the picture, that help us to imagine the scene a little better. And yet I believe it also carries an important message. Jesus was so transfigured that He had an effect on the things he was touching. Even His clothes were transfigured. How much more so, when Jesus touches people’s lives and our lives, will their lives and ours be transfigured? This is also what Paul is talking about in our second reading, about the power of Jesus to transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

And yet, within all this glory, with even His clothes transfigured, with the two pillars of the Old Testament, Elijah and Moses beside Him, even then, Peter is able to speak to Jesus. Granted, Peter didn’t quite know what he was saying he was so terrified, but even so, he was able to speak to Jesus. Sometimes, when people achieve wealth or fame, they forget about their friends they made before they were wealthy or famous. Not so with Jesus. Even within all this glory, Peter is able to speak to Jesus. What great reassurance this is! Isn’t it wonderful, that no matter where or however Jesus is glorified, even then we have access to Him. We are able to speak to Jesus.

“This is my Son, whom I love.”

It’s not just that Jesus is God’s Son, but God the Father also loves Him. Now there is quite a bit said about love from this pulpit, but I want to highlight just one aspect of God’s love. Firstly, just to make sure we are talking about the same kind of love, the word that is translated here, as love is the Greek work agapētos. Now agapētos has the same root as agapē, so it’s that kind of love. It’s the same love that God has for us, and that God wants us to have for one another. The deep unconditional love that is the characteristic word of Christianity. It’s that kind of love. But the one aspect I want to highlight is that God loves us just like He loves His Son. That God loves us as much as He loves His Son. That is also part of the amazing difference between Christianity and other religions.

“This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”

“Listen to him!”

Now we’re getting into the nitty-gritty. We have been instructed to listen to Jesus. There’s no getting round that, or trying to be a Christian but saying that Jesus isn’t very important. Not only is Jesus important because He is God, but He is also important because we have been instructed to listen to Him. Now I’m not necessarily saying that Jesus will audibly speak to us, although that could happen. Rather what God the Father was instructing Peter, James and John; and through them all believers, was to give our attention to Jesus. There is that saying ‘actions speak louder than words’ and it’s very true in the case of Jesus. His loudest action was His death and resurrection, and this is exactly what Jesus was talking about before and at the end of this passage. But yet again, His disciples don’t quite understand.

That’s reassuring to me. If they didn’t understand, even when they had Jesus to explain it too them, then it’s no wonder that I sometimes don’t understand. 

So what does all this mean? What can we take from our readings today as we go out into the world this week, and what is there for us this Lent?

Well, besides the reminder of the central role that Jesus plays in our lives, the other important thing is for us to rely on God. From our first reading, Abram relied on God, and was given a new name Abraham and became the father of nations. From our Psalm this morning, “Unless the Lord builds the house”, or “Unless the Lord watches over the city” Unless, unless. Unless we rely on God, we are doomed to failure. And our second reading encourages us to stand firm in the Lord. 

Now Lent is meant to be a time of denial, or the time when we do something extra, like reading the Lenten Meditations that we have available. These things can be easy or difficult, but they serve many purposes. The first and most obvious is to remind us of the time Jesus spent in the desert, to allow us to feel, in a small way, what He experienced. But they can also be an opportunity for us to draw strength from God. When you’re tired, and the last thing you want to do is read a Lenten meditation, or the very thing you have given up for Lent is the thing you’re craving, that’s when you can turn to God and rely on Him for your strength.

So it’s my prayer this week, that as we go out, we may draw Jesus closer and lean on Him more this week, this Lent and the rest of our lives.

Amen.

And so let us stand and profess our faith, the faith of the church on page 108.
