In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
How does God speak to us? How does he speak to you? All our readings today have this theme of God trying to speak or communicate with us. I thought I’d start out my sermon today with a moment of silence, I’d ask you just to be quite a bit and listen. Not with your human outside ears, but rather with your inner ear. Lets first just acknowledge any noises we might hear, cars, planes or people, we won’t get perfect silences, but lets be quite for a bit to try to hear what God is trying to say to us today, now.

Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.

{Wait}

It is so important, in our busy hurried lives to take a moment to listen to God. Note I said listen, it’s not quite the same as just praying. Praying should be a conversation to God, but the listening I’m talking about is being still, just like we have done, perhaps a bit of preparation before, to focus our minds on God, but then to say ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ And then to just listen. It’s actually ironic that we have to go to these lengths to listen to God. People even go further, fasting or meditating for days on end, going on retreats or withdrawing from the world, just to hear God. Now I’m not saying those things are wrong, but it’s ironic that we go to all kinds of lengths to hear God, when He is actually talking to us all the time. Sometimes He can even be shouting at us! As our psalm describes, “the works of the Lord are great and studied by all who take delight in them” or “His deeds are majestic and glorious” or “His marvelous acts have won him a name to be remembered” The whole of creation is God’s work. It stands a memorial to Him. I’m sure you knew that each snowflake ever created is unique. How did God get that right? It’s almost a shame that that the sun rises every morning and sets every night. It happens so easily and regularly that we can forget about it. And yet have you not stood and watched a sunset? I’ve always said that Alberton has some of the most spectacular sunsets I’ve ever seen. The way the light and colors change… God is crying out to us in all those moments.

But He also talks to us in other ways. One way is though our feelings or thoughts. Have you ever suddenly thought of someone, or felt like calling them up? Do it! Call them or at the very least say a quick prayer for them. God is more often than not trying to use you for that person, or trying to communicate with you. 

The other classic way is through other people. This is when someone comes to you and says, ‘How about this?’ or ‘what about that?’ In our Gospel reading this happens not once, but twice. John the Baptist points to Jesus and says “Look, the Lamb of God!” And off run two of John’s disciples to follow Jesus. Then the first thing Andrew does is to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah”. And he brings him to Jesus. 

Now we can wait for people to come to us, or we can seek them out and ask them, “What do you think God is trying to say about this?” A technical term for this is council of the saints. When we seek council from our fellow Christians, which are the saints, we are allowing God to speak to us. We should be careful to ask those fellow Christians who will speak with wisdom, not just ask the ones that will tell us what we want to hear. If you ask someone for advise, do you go to anyone? No, it’s more challenging to go to someone who doesn’t always agree with you. That way you can be certain they are giving you good advice, not just telling you want you want to hear.

Then there’s the Holy Spirit, which can be God the Father’s messenger, or speak to us directly. But that’s a whole nother sermon. God even uses our desires and sexuality to talk to us. Our sexuality is God given. He created us as we are. It’s not a mistake or flaw that we have sexual desires. The point is we should be reserving them for within our marriage. You see this highlights a classic example of the way the devil works. God gives us something good and pure, and the devil takes it and twists it. Our sexuality has been given to us to enjoy with freedom, safety and without guilt within marriage. But the devil has twisted that so that people think we have the right to use it freely wherever and with whomever we feel. And the result? You have to agree that today sex is not as safe as it used to be, and it also has the potential to cause a huge amount of guilt. Another simpler example is the meaning of words. How good words take on a ‘naughty’ or wrong meaning. I once hear that in corporate America, you shouldn’t compliment someone on how they look. It can be taken as harassment, or an insult, because after all, weren’t they looking as good on any other day? Or take the word ‘wicked’. We all know it’s dictionary meaning, but it is now become used as a compliment. “That’s wicked!” actually means “that’s cool, or nice, or to use another term, groovy’. It’s subtle but there, the meaning of words change, or it’s more acceptable to use swear words nowadays. Don’t worry about it, everyone is using it. That’s the voice of the devil.

But God does not speak like that. He has for each one of us here today, and indeed the world a specific message. He has a message for us now and tomorrow, a different message in all our different circumstances. But God also has general messages for everyone. The simplest, most basic message is something that you hear quite a bit from this pulpit, and that is that God loves you. Or as my dad put it, God cares for you.

Paragraph 32 in our Catechism, on page 427 of the Anglican prayer book, “What is the nature of God revealed in Jesus? God is love.”

John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son.”

John 17:23, Jesus says, speaking about all believers “I am in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”

It can be like a sunrise or sunset, we can hear the words so often they lose their meaning. God is love. God loves us. God cares for us. God cares so much for us that he sent His Son. God cares for us as much as He cares for His son.

Can you not hear God shouting? 

Now it’s not always that easy, or simple to hear God. This week has been difficult for me. I had really felt distant from God. Perhaps it was the break in routine, being away on holiday, or missing church, or even trying to get back into the routine, whatever it was, I felt distant from God, like I couldn’t hear Him. So I thank God for the chance I had to have prepared this sermon, and to deliver it to you today, as it gave me a change to hear God again, and I pray that you heard Him too, and will continue to hear His voice, not just this week ahead, but throughout your life.

Amen.

And so let us stand and profess our faith, the faith of the church on page 108.
