In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Good news that we don’t have to stay the same. Sometimes, when children are born they are written off as being one way or another. “That child won’t amount to anything”, or “Agg shame, poor kid it will have no chance.” And it’s true that children often grow up to be like their parents, repeating the same mistakes. People who abuse children for example, were often abused as a child. Very often people feel trapped in their lives, and complain that they weren’t born better off, with more money, or to nice parents. Or take our first reading. Esau and Jacob’s life seems cast in stone from birth. The passage ends with the two living up to their names, Esau giving away his birthright for a bowl of stew, and Jacob deceiving his brother. I found it interesting that, from my reading of the passage, The person being swindled out of his birthright is condemned more than the one who does the swindling…

However we have the good news, we don’t have to stay the same. When we become Christians we are born again. The term ‘born again’ isn’t some American catch phrase, or something the more charismatic churches invented. It’s in the bible, in our service books. To be technical, Baptism is the sacrament by which we are born again. Practically, as Paul writes in Romans, it’s accepting the fact that Jesus died for us, even while we were sinners, that gives us the ‘born again’ label. I love that phrase, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” Just at the right time.
So, what does that mean? Well, for starters our life changes. We are empowered to go out and put into action Jesus’ words “Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” No need for panic though. I’m not suggesting we all have to do all of these things. “Healing the sick” is a biggie, not to mention “drive out demons”, however we can all do something, should do something. “The harvest is plenty but the workers are few” Jesus says, so we should all do something. Even if that something is praying. His very next words are, “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Surely that’s something we can all do, ask the Lord of the Harvest.
The Gospel reading begins with the phrase “Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.” this is the exact same phrase that occurs a few verses ago in Matthew 4:23. In-between these two, bookends if you like, are a series of Jesus’ miracles, works and words, examples of what He achieved. Then he sends out the twelve disciples. It’s almost as if he has been demonstrating a task, then gets someone else to do it, a classic teaching technique. Now, if anyone thinks it’s just the twelve that are required to something then Luke 10:1 might worry them, because there Jesus sends out seventy to do the same things. Ultimately however, in many places we are all called to follow Jesus, follow and imitate Him, do the same things He did. And one can’t deny how in need the world is of Jesus. 

That verse though, “The harvest is plenty but the workers are few” can also be a source of great encouragement. It can also mean that with very little effort we can have great effect. Just think about it, if there’s such a great need, then just one word or action on your part could have a huge difference in someone’s life.

Another reason we should be doing something is contained in the warning in our first reading. You see it is not only an example of how people can be destined to live their life as they were born, but also a warning to us to take care of our birthright. Now, if we’ve been born again, then we’ve also been given a new birthright, the right to be called children of God, heirs to all the riches of the kingdom of heaven, all the amazing things, blessings, and wonders, paradise even. So shouldn’t we take care of that? Protect it?

I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but when things get calm, that’s when things tend to go wrong. Like the saying ‘Calm before the storm’, or as parents, it’s when things go quiet that you go to check up on your children to find out what naughty things they’re doing. I tend to get worried at work when things go quiet. I keep double-checking that there isn’t something I’m forgetting. I often need reminders, or deadline to ensure I get a piece of work done. It can be the same in our spiritual lives, when we think everything is going fine, that is when we can let our guard down and we can be swindled out of our birthright.

Another analogy is that of a ship, with the Holy Spirit as the wind. If we don’t pull up our anchor, raise our sails and get moving, God can’t steer us where He wants us to go. Indeed, it’s when we put down our anchor and sit put in a harbour that we are the most venerable. Rather we should get moving, doing, doing the things that Jesus recommends in our Gospel reading.

Lastly, from our second reading, as wonderful as it is that Jesus died for us while we were still sinners, to take away our sin, what is even more amazing is His life was lived, and He continues to live, for us. He is alive to sustain us in our doing, to help us along the way. For all these reasons and more, we rejoice in God thought Jesus Christ.

So it’s my prayer today, and for this week ahead, that we may pull up our anchors, raise our sails and get doing. Doing the things that the Lord of the harvest has given us to do.

Amen

