In the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, Amen. 
I’ve always thought of Pentecost as a champagne bottle being opened. Not the quiet way like I’ve seen my father-in-law do, where you carefully take off the wrapper, and slowly ease out the cork, not shaking it at all. But rather like they do on the F1 Grand Prix. Where after the presentation of the trophies to the drivers, you see the dignitaries run off the stage as the drivers shake up the bottles and spray anyone and everyone in sight. That’s the way I’ve imagined Pentecost, the cork flying off and the Holy Spirit pouring out everywhere. A happy exciting time. But then why the readings today? You see if Advent is meant to be the preparation for Christmas, and Lent the preparation for Easter, then these weeks between Easter and Pentecost should be a preparation time too. A building up of suspense. The first reading has a bit of that, where the disciples are all gathered together, “They all joined together constantly in prayer…”
 is how the NIV puts it. Constantly in prayer, waiting, waiting… But then we have our second reading, where Peter talks about suffering and humbling ourselves. And the Gospel, where Jesus prays for himself, and then for protection for his disciples, and us. Not very happy readings at first glance. I got a bit down when I first read them. What have they got to do with Pentecost anyway? 

Well, as usual, if you scratch a bit beneath the surface then they have quite a bit to do with Pentecost and the Holy Spirit. But first a bit about the Holy Spirit. This third person, or part of the trinity and is actually the only one we have full and complete access to. Yes we worship God the Father, and have Jesus as our brother, and we meet Him in the Eucharist service, but as my dad explained last week, it is the Holy Spirit that has been given to us to be with us always. For simplicity sake I’ll refer to the Holy Spirit as ‘He’ for now, but there is powerful image of the Holy Spirit as a mother, which I’ll touch on just now. So the Holy Spirit is the one that walks beside us. He supports us during the sufferings that Peter is describing. Listen to verse ten of that reading from the New King James version. “But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you”
 Perfect, establish, strengthen and settle. What wonderful words. Perfect, because I know I’m nowhere near perfection. Establish, all the dictionaries explanations of ‘establish’ sound so encouraging and powerful. Listen to a few of them:

to institute (as a law) permanently by enactment or agreement 
to make firm or stable

to put into a favorable position

to gain full recognition or acceptance of

Then strengthen, just picture yourself before a long race, or when you have to tell someone that what they are doing is wrong, you’re feeling slightly apprehensive, nervous, worried, perhaps even weak? Now imagine a feeling of strength, or courage flowing into you, empowering you, your back straightens, you might even flex your fingers, the strength of God flows through you. Wow! 

And settle. This touched me especially this week, this word settle. We’ve been fighting a bit with Hannah. I guess you could call it the terrible twos, but Wednesday morning I really lost it. I had to walk away from her, go into our room, and just yell. Scream to get rid of the frustration. Needless to say the rest of the day wasn’t too pleasant, and it was only as I was going over this passage in the evening, after putting the kids to bed, that I read that word. Settle. Just imaging one of those kids toys, the ones that rock back and forth because their base is rounded. That’s how I felt. Pushed, pulled, and tugged in many different directions. Now imagine a hand reaching out and steadying that toy. Settling it. No more rocking and rolling about, but rather calm and peace. That really appeals to me.

OK, so that’s great. God will perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle us, but how will he do that? I hope most of you have heard of the Alpha course, it is very near and dear to my heart. In it, Nicky Gumbel often uses the phrase, ‘that’s nice, but how’ he even has an accent to go with it. So, for example that’s nice, we’re told to read the bible, but how do we read the bible, or, that’s nice, we’re told to pray, but how do we pray? Well, how will God perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle us? By the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. It’s the Holy Spirit that perfects us, that establishes us, strengthens us, and settles us. The one that walks beside us and is always with us.

Now in the Gospel there is one verse that I’d like to highlight, it’s verse three, “﻿3﻿ Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”
 What Jesus is saying here is that eternal life isn’t high in the sky some day when we die, but rather that we can have eternal life right now, right here. And what is eternal life? Knowing the one true God and Jesus Christ. 

Two things here, firstly the word used for know {which I have here in the Greek, but I’m not even going to try and pronounce it, I haven’t studied Greek like my dad, the word used for know} (ginōskōsin) here is in the present tense, it is often used in the Septuagint and sometimes in the Greek New Testament to describe the intimacy of a sexual relationship (e.g. Gen 4:1, “lay”; Matt. 1:25, “had . . . union”). Therefore a person who knows God has an intimate personal relationship with Him that is continuous and dynamic.
 It’s not just head knowledge, like, I know that ice-cream is tasty, it’s the actual experience of tasting ice-cream, sucking it off the spoon and rolling your tongue through the flavor. Experiencing knowledge. Or knowing from the heart, not the head. 

Secondly, it’s knowing God and Jesus, that’s only two member of the trinity. Where is the third? Where is the Holy Spirit? Well, might I suggest that it is the Holy Spirit that enables us to know God and Jesus. {Just a bit of church history here, but when the debate was raging on about the relationship between God the Father and God the Son, Did God the Father create the Son, was the son pre-emininent, or eternal, was there a time when the Son didn’t exist? While this debate was raging around the third century, and causing quite a bit of division I might add, there hadn’t been much mention of the Holy Spirit, and it was with the discovery of the role, place and person of the Holy Spirit, that the concept of the Trinity evolved. And once you have the Trinity, then the role of God the Father and God the Son become clearer. The Trinity is a classic example of how sound the number three is. A three legged table doesn’t rock like one that has four legs can. Or if you are by yourself, you’re alone, if there are two people they can fight and get bored of fed up with each other, but where there is a group of three, then that is more stable.} So how do we know God and Jesus? Through the Holy Spirit.

So the readings do actually have something to do with the Holy Spirit. They are an example of what can be accomplished with Him, or as we pray, ‘thought the power of the Holy Spirit’.

Lastly a bit about the image of the Holy Spirit as a mother. I had to talk about mothers with today being the commercial mother’s day even though the church’s mothering Sunday is earlier in the year. The idea of God being like a mother isn’t new. There are a number of passages in the Old Testament and psalms where God is described as having mother-like attributes. However most people would still see God as, well, God the Father. Then we have Jesus, the son, and the Holy Spirit as something else. Well, the something else I would suggest to you is female. Not simply because the other two are male, so here is something for the ladies, although that isn’t that bad a reason. No, rather because the Holy Spirit is, well, personal. You see we can look up to God the Father, see Jesus as our brother, or friend, but the Holy Spirit, well, she is inside us. We first receive her at baptism, and then again are filled with her at our confirmation. And she remains with us our entire lives, walking alongside us, helping and guiding us. 

Now here’s the connection if you like. I was at a birthday party yesterday for a one year old. As usual there were the family members, and the little friends of the birthday girl. What I was reminded of then, and have noticed at other times, is how a mother is far more aware of what her child is doing than the child’s dad. The child can be happily climbing a fence while the dad is on duty, but when mom is watching out, the child isn’t even allowed near the fence. Or when a child gets too close to the edge of the jumping castle, and looks like it might fall off, who gets there first? The mother. Even though she might have been talking to her friends, serving cake to other children and sitting down at the time. Some dads are better than others, but generally we just let our children mostly do whatever they want. Or when we are watching our child, our wife can walk up and say, ‘Watch out for this, or careful there…’ Most of the times we haven’t even noticed the danger, or we’re thinking, ‘That’s not a problem.’ You see mothers look out for their children. Just like the Holy Spirit looks out for us.

So it’s my prayer this week that we will look out for the Holy Spirit, eagerly anticipate the event we will be celebrating next week, which is the reminder that the Holy Spirit was poured out on all believers. Not just a select few, like those that work for it, or really really deserve it, but on all believers. And why, why was the Holy Spirit poured out? Well to perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle us, as well as to bring us into a deeper knowledge of God the Father and Jesus Christ.

Amen.
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