In the name of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
My sermon today is more a talk, and it’s mainly for the children, and their parents, but if your kids are all grown up and not with you, or even if you have no children don’t switch off, because I’ll have some words for you too. I’m also sure that everyone can take a little bit from what I have to say today. I would also like to apologize up front if you don’t hear all my words, I will be speaking to the children, so I’m going to move over there, but I’ll move around and raise my voice too.

{Move over to the kids}

I so want to call you guys kids, but my mom says that kids are baby goats, so we should rather call you children but whatever I call you, I’m talking to you now OK? The big people over there can listen in, and I’ll talk to them a bit too, but these words are for you. 

The first reading, the one with all the difficult words and funny names starts our with some wonderful words, (get the reader to read them again) ﻿“When Israel was a ﻿﻿child, I loved him” Can you imagine that? God loving Israel, the whole country, all those people, some were good, others bad, but God loved them all? And it goes on, (read “﻿I ﻿﻿taught Ephraim to walk,” “and ﻿﻿I stooped and fed them.”) Do you see how God loves them? He loves them like a parent. Like your mommy and daddy love you, so God loves Israel, all those people.

Now, can you remember when you started to walk? I can’t, and we learn to crawl when we’re very small, still babies almost, but can you remember when you first rode a bike, or your first day at school? It might have been a bit scary, but do you remember how proud your parents were when you did? I can remember when Hannah started to walk, how she used to hold my hands as I bent over her. Have you done that with a baby, when they hold on to your finger so tightly? It’s fun hay? Now in this reading that’s what God says He did for Israel. That’s how much he loves them.

Now what about when you do something naughty? I’m sure some of you are naughtier than others… What if your folks ask you to clean your room, and you don’t? They get cross right? Maybe even punish you? Later in this reading God gets angry with Israel too. He says he is going to punish them, but He also says something else:

“How can I give you up, Ephraim? 

How can I hand you over, Israel? 

How can I treat you like Admah? Some odd names here…

How can I make you like Zeboiim? 

My heart is changed within me; 

all my compassion is aroused. 

﻿I will not carry out my fierce anger, 

nor will I turn and devastate Ephraim. 

So He says he won’t devastate Ephraim. Why? Well Ephraim is also the person He taught to walk. Now think back to your parents, when you’ve been naughty. They might shout at you and get angry, but they still love you right? They still give you breakfast the next day, and help you get dressed. God is like that too, even if He gets angry when we do something bad, He still loves us, and wants the very best for us.

How do we know this? In this reading it only talks about Israel, or Ephraim, or some other funny sounding names. How many Ephraim’s do you know? {if some} Do you think God only loves them? {if none} What, does that mean God doesn’t love anyone? Well here is how we know that God loves us. Did you all get a sheet? {hold up the pew leaflet} Yes, No? If you didn’t, get one on the way out, or get if from your folks, because I’ve put a verse on there that tells us that God loves us. Do you see if? Got it? John 3:16 And the verse goes like this, “For God so loved the world…” That means the whole world! It’s not just Ephraim, or Israel, or someone else, it’s everyone. But there’s more, God didn’t just love the world, He did something for us, how does the verse go on, “… that He gave His one and only Son” God gave us Jesus. He gave Jesus for you, and you, and you, even for those big people, and even for the people that don’t come to church. God gave Jesus for the whole world. And what do we have to do in return? Well the verse ends with “so that who ever believe in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” We believe in Jesus.

Now I think this verse is so important, and so special, that I want you to try to remember it. That’s the other reason I got it printed here. Take it home and try to remember it. Write it out or get someone to write it out for you and keep it safe. If someone is ever mean to you, or you feel alone, or like no-one loves you, you can turn to this verse and know, not just think, or hope, but know, that God loves you.

Now I’m going to talk a bit to them over there, I’ll be back in a bit. You can listen, because I’m also going to give them homework to do, so you can check up on them, and I’d love to hear if they did it.

Your homework, and it is homework, the children just had something fun to do, you have the serious stuff to do, is to read through the following verse, and no it’s not written down, because I want you to write it down, that’s why you were given pens as you came in. If you don’t have a pen, borrow one from someone around you. Ready? {wait} I asked if you were ready… OK, the passage I want you to read, think and pray about is 1 John 4:9-12. I’ll read it quickly, and go over a point or two. 

1 John 4:9-12 ﻿9﻿ This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. (note the tie in to John 3:16) ﻿10﻿ This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. ﻿11﻿ Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. ﻿12﻿ No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 1 John 4:9-12 

Now my ideas for this come from “The power of a Praying Parent” so I have to recommend you read the whole book as I’m just going to run thought the main points. 

One of the biggest lies our children have to face is that they aren’t loved, or accepted, to that they are too tall or too short, or fat or thin. All of these really mean one thing, “I’m not loved.” Now God is the source of true love, He is the best example of it, but it’s also true that children first experience their love from us as parents. If we don’t love them, then it makes it harder for them to experience God’s love. Now I’m not going to get into how you can make them feel loved, or what if my child isn’t speaking to me, those are important issues, but today’s talk is for the children, so I’ve got to be quick. All I’ll say is try it you might be amazed. 

It means there are three things for homework. And you might want to write them down…

First, if your child is here, help them read and write down John 3:16. If they can’t write, write it out for them and put it in a safe place for them. Even hide it in their toy box for them to find sometime in the future. 

Second, and this goes for all parents, even if they are grown up, or not even here, Dad, this is for you too, Tell your child, all of your children that you love them. Even if it means you have to call them out of the blue and say, “I was told to call you. I love you.” Make that call. Do it. Today if you can, or tomorrow, but don’t wait. You need to tell them as much as they need to hear. 

And lastly, and this is for all of us, parents or not, to read 1 John 4:9-12 and to realize that His love is made complete is us if, and only if we love one another. 

Now back to you guys.

I just wanted to say something about the gospel reading. It might sound odd that the shrewd manager is told ‘well done’. It is odd if you realize that he wasn’t just being shrewd, or smart, but actually he was taking bribes. He told the people they could pay the owner less so that they would like him. But one thing Jesus is trying to say is that if you can’t be good with something small, you won’t be good with bigger things.

How many of you get pocket money? How much do you get? Is it enough? I remember when I was little my grandparents used to send us ten rand. Now we are three children, and we had to share the ten rand between the three of us. It doesn’t quite work. But three rand and thirty-three cents was a lot of money then. Now as you get older, you get more pocket money, one day you will start earning your own money, and then more. What Jesus is saying is that if you waste your pocket money now, or loose it, then when you get more money, you won’t be good at keeping it. It’s best to learn now how to use the money you have now wisely.

But let me put it another way. There aren’t many people you can love right now are there? Your mom and dad, brother or sister, maybe some friends at school, or a teacher. As you get older, you get to meet and know more people and so you have more people you can love. So why not practice loving the people you can now, so that when you have more people to love, it will be easy? 

But how do you love someone you may ask, and that would be a very good question. Well, one way I just told your parents. Tell the person. Tell them you love them. It doesn’t have to be for any reason, just go up to them, even give them a love, and tell you love them. That’s the best way. Maybe you could do something for them that you know they would like. Hugs and kisses work best I think.

Thanks for listening to me, I’ve got one more thing to say to the big people, and then I’ll sit down. {move to the adults}

This is mainly for the parents, but it shouldn’t really matter what age they are. There’s a song that goes, ‘children are the future, treat them well’ but I’d like to say to you that children are actually the present. They are here and now. In a short while they will be grown up and gone, or at least hit the teenage years and then know it all anyway.

As parents we actually don’t have the same chance they have, or the same experience as that in the gospel reading. We don’t get to start with small things and move onto bigger things. No. These children, our children, though they might seem small, are actually the most precious thing in the world. And not just to us, Jesus said so. Just do a search on the word Children in Jesus’ sayings and you will constantly find Him blessing them and drawing them near to him. He loved them for their simplicity and boundless ability to love and trust. We too should therefore be very careful that we treat them like the priceless treasure they are.

Amen

