Once again I’ll start with a few thoughts from our readings before wrapping up the topic of eschatology. 
Our Old Testament reading for today turns the usual ‘bad things should be blamed on others’ idea on it’s head. Joseph says in verse 8, after being bundled up by his brothers, sold into slavery, and having to work his way up through the ranks, being betrayed along the way, ‘it was not you who sent me here, but God.’ What a supreme example of that verse from Romans 8:28 ‘And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.’  God’s purpose for Joseph was clear only after he had suffered. Surly only when he sees his brothers come to him for food could he have seen the ‘why’ behind God’s plan. Up till then it must have been faith that God wasn’t just leaning him down the garden path. Faith, and perhaps a bit of common sense. 

The theme of ‘right living’ runs through our psalm into the Gospel. ‘Commit your way to the Lord’ ‘Trust in the Lord’ and again, to emphasize, Trust in Him’ The warning not to fret is also mentioned three times, The word ‘fret’ comes from ‘Old English fretan to devour; also akin to Old High German frezzan to devour.’
 Half it’s meaning in the Merriam-Webster is given over to ‘eat’ or gnaw into. To erode, to wear away at, like the stream that has cut a channel, one could also say the stream fretted a channel. So to fret about something is not only to worry about it, but it is also a wearing away of something, wearing away of what one might ask? I would suggest that it is the wearing away of oneself. Mathew Henry puts it this way, ‘Fretfulness and envy are sins that are their own punishments; they are the uneasiness of the spirit and the rottenness of the bones; it is therefore in kindness to ourselves that we are warned against them.’
 
We wear ourselves away when we fret. It certainly doesn’t affect then thing or person we are fretting about, no, rather it wears us out, distracts us from our task at hand, and weakens us in our journey.
Our Gospel reading has some more great theories on ‘right living’. Some lovely ideas that can seem impossible to put into practice. Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, ﻿28﻿ bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. ﻿29﻿ If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. ﻿30﻿ Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. ﻿31﻿ Do to others as you would have them do to you.
 Not an easy idea with crime. Or to give to everyone who asks? Even beggars at robots? This kind of love is sometimes called ‘supernatural’ and it is in a way. Jesus is spelling out the way God loves, the way He loved while He was here on earth. As is often the case, we are being called to follow Him, live by His example, to love like Him. While it is something that we can only try to do, aim for, we also know that we cannot succeed. In our imperfection we will love imperfectly, however we must still try. Only God can and does love in this way, perfectly.

A reason for trying as hard as we can is given in the last phrase ‘For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’ 
 As we love, so will we be loved. As we judge, so will we be judged.  And what an example of what will be given to us in return for being generous is also given, ’A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap’
 Not just enough, but more than enough, ‘running over’.
Those are a few thoughts about today’s readings. These are some deep passages and I would encourage you to reread them.

But back to eschatology, or rather some related difficult and sensitive topics.

It was another of those God-instances that while I was preparing for these sermons some thought provoking and relevant topics on this subject were raised. There was a discussion on 702 about terminating the pregnancy of deformed or retarded babies. While there wasn’t much mention given of the moral aspects, there were more than a few callers who shared their pain at having to make that choice, and their experiences one way or the other. Here the words of the gospel ring again loudly in my ears, ‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.’ and ‘Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.’
 I pray that I would not have to face that kind of decision. But to those that are faced with that kind of decision we are called to support, love, and be merciful. Not to judge or condemn. While I’m not always a believer that every person can and should decide for themselves on all matters, it is painfully obvious that the person making the decision has to live with the consequences of that decision. 

But how can a mere clump of cells, a bit of a blob have a soul? Where can it possibly fit into the heavenly scheme of things? These are questions the pro-choice group would raise. And yet there is the simple definition, life is life. The church’s teaching on the matter is simply clear and also slightly complicated. It condemns abortion of any kind generally, while conceding that there are circumstances where it might be the ‘lesser of two evils’. It all depends you see. German theologians came up with the concept of the ‘lesser of two evils’ The classic argument was ‘Would it not have been better for someone to have killed Hitler before he came into power, and thus have prevented the Second World War, and all the atrocities that were committed during it?’ It came down to the ‘sitsen liben’ the ‘situation in life’. And for that it is incredibly hard to write rules. Again, the Gospel words echo, ‘For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.’
 If we setup hard and fast rules, ridged and unbreakable or even unbendable rules or measures, that is what is going to be used against us. So rather we should move towards assisting, yes informing and sharing our feelings or thoughts on the matter with a person or couple faced with this or any other kind of unimaginably difficult decision, but then to loving and allowing them to make their own decision, being merciful towards them, not judging or condemning, but rather helping them to make, and also to live with the consequences of their decision, regardless of what it might be.

Another topic that came up was on the television show’ Who’s to judge’ on SABC, it raised the question on organ donation. Is it the right thing to do? Here it seemed to be an easier answer, yes. What was interesting was where other faiths stood on the issue. 

Christian Scientists, who forbid any form of blood transfusion, were in favor of it. Their argument was that the bible said nothing on the matter. Most likely because it was not commonly practiced at the time of the writing of the bible, or even thought or dreamed about. 

The African Tradition religion was against it however. With their concept of the elders, their argument was two sided. One that the person from whole the organ or organs were removed, was not then ‘complete’ And second that the person that received the organ was then a mixture of two people. How would they be identified in the next life? 

The Jewish perspective was also interesting. The rabbi was from an extreme edge of the Jewish spectrum that believed in re-incarnation. But then which body would a person have at the resurrection? And would it be complete without an organ or two? Here the concept put forward was that the body in which the most spiritual good was done would be used at the resurrection, and that it would be made complete.

Our faith is a bit simpler. Organ transplantation, or donation is acceptable. And as for the resurrection, well, as I mentioned last week, we will, as Paul tells us in the New Testament reading, receive new spiritual bodies when we are resurrected. So, one might say, it doesn’t matter what we do to our physical bodies. The body is however also described in 1 Co 6:19-20 by Paul as being ‘a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God’, and we are called to ‘honor God with our bodies.’
 Also the concept of a separate physical body and spiritual soul that dwelt therein is actually a latter Greek concept. To the Jews of Jesus’ time, the body and soul were one. There was no difference or division. Even in this passage Paul does not say our bodies are temples wherein the Holy Spirit and our spirit or soul lives. However, again we are taught that our physical bodies are not required once we die. We will be given new spiritual bodies. 

Note it is still a body, we won’t be like ghosts or spirits wondering around. Even Jesus after His death had an actual body. Yes it wasn’t a purely physical one, after all he was able to enter the upper room when all the doors were locked for fear of the Jews, in ﻿ John 20:19, but in Luke 24:37-43 when the disciples were afraid they were seeing a ghost, Jesus invites them to touch him, and he eats a piece of broiled fish.

So with our new spiritual body we have no need for the old imperishable, dishonorable, weak, physical body. Therefore why not let it be used to help others.

Lastly, some thoughts on heaven and hell. I mentioned last week I believe hell might actually be empty. The logic for this is simple, and is illustrated in our Gospel. If we are being shown how God loves, that supernatural love, that loving of ones enemies, and although we might find it impossible, for God nothing is impossible, then why can’t God love even, in our judgment, the worst of the worst? Love them enough to want them to be with him in heaven. While it might not occur in this life, is there any reason why it might not happen in the next? I choose to believe in a God that loves, a God that loves everyone completely. For if he doesn’t, if there’s someone he doesn’t love, then it could be me. I am after all a sinner. We all are and we all fall short of the glory of God. It is only by His grace that we are saved.

So then, what will heaven be like, if it’s not too crowded. Well the world out there would have us believe that heaven is where we get everything we want. Where we can do all the things we want, or where every wish comes true. Or as the kugle said after a day of being pampered at a beauty spa, ‘It was heaven doll.’ Or the idea that for a mountaineer heaven would be a series of never ending mountains to climb, each different and more difficult than the last. Our faith differs from that. And might I suggest is a bit bigger than that. After all, if we no longer have our physical bodies then we would also no longer have our physical desires or even dreams. We would be freed from them. Liberated to think and experience greater things. To be with God, to know Him fully, to understand completely, and yes, have all our questions answered. Like will there be animals in heaven? While I would love to believe so, I would ask another question, would we even care once we are in heaven? Or the question that is asked of Jesus, in Mark 12:18-25, about a women that marries seven brother, whom shall she be married to in heaven. Jesus’ answer is that after the resurrection there will no marriage, or giving to be married. Perhaps this is because the love I have for my wife, as great as it might be, will be overshadowed, dwarfed, seem so small and insignificant that it will be forgotten, when compared to the love we will experience in heaven?

This topic and the questions it raises are far larger and deeper than I have been able to cover in these three sermons. I just pray that I have been able to give you something to think about, but not caused you to worry or fret too much. While it is good to be nudged along a bit every now and then, it was not my wish to push anyone over a cliff. If we are also called to have the faith of a child, then it is not necessary to think about these things. We can however, like a child has faith and trust that someone else is worrying or thinking about other larger issues, like where the next meal will come from; we can have faith and trust that someone is thinking about these matters. And that if we do need or want answers, or more information, there are people, places and printed material that we can go to and consult to get those answers, or at least part of the answers.

Amen.

And so let us stand and confess our faith in the words of the creed on page 108.

�Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary.


�Matthew Henry's Commentary on the Whole Bible : Complete and Unabridged in One Volume.


�The Holy Bible: New International Version


�The Holy Bible: New International Version


�The Holy Bible: New International Version


�The Holy Bible: New International Version, Lk 6:37. 


�The Holy Bible: New International Version, Lk 6:38. 


�The Holy Bible : New International Version, 1 Co 6:19-20





