SPEAKING OUT ABOUT INJUSTICE

In December of 1981, I was arrested for a crime, aggravated murder, which I did not commit. In September of 1982 I was convicted. The alleged eyewitness, a seven-year-old child and the victim’s son, did not know, according to his testimony, how his mother was killed. I had thirteen witnesses who verified my accounts of the facts in regards to my whereabouts the night of the murder, there was no physical evidence at all linking me to the crime and there was another suspect named by another child that was in the house and who had come face to face with the killer, but for some vague reason it was claimed that he wasn’t a suspect in the case despite his having a relationship with the victim. 

Why was I convicted? Police negligence, my trial was inundated with illegal testimony, perjury and a “host” of other acts contrary to law. Wrongful convictions are not uncommon. Every day there are at least one or two written about in the paper; these are the ones we know about. In my case they made no effort to construe the evidence tending to exonerate me as a possibility of my innocence. Instead, they presented the facts in a way to conform to their theory of my guilt and so facts became distorted. When the wrong person is convicted of a crime, the public is cheated because those who really commit the crime are free to hurt again and history has shown that that is usually the case.


We all want to believe that public agencies are designed to protect us and that they never violate public trust, but unquestioning trust is a license to violate our trust. It is said that we get the justice we deserve. If we are unconcerned, insensitive, and ignorant of our system, our system will become as we are, but with the power to control. Some people claim that a few mistakes are the price of democracy, but those people who say that have never been to prison. As a matter of fact, I’ve never heard anyone unjustly incarcerated say that. 

Democracy transcends injustice on any scale and to suggest otherwise is simply a rationalization. As a matter of fact, there are more than a few people being unjustly incarcerated and prosecutors are purposely breaking the laws to get convictions because there is no penalty for sending innocent people to prison. Incarceration is one of the top 5 stress-causing things that can happen to a person. Imagine the stress of the innocent person who has to endure the stress of prison and the lies that bring them there. Imagine the innocent without meaningful support! 


I wrote to a variety of people and agencies trying to enlist the help of others, specifically African-American organizations. Those African-Americans that claimed to be concerned about African-Americans never responded. At least the white folk had the courtesy to write back and in some cases suggested ideas for help. My father was a member of the NAACP and he went to them, but they did nothing. Yet, sometimes after my conviction they rushed to the aid of an upper middle class or bourgeois, who could afford to defend him or herself. When a Marion Barry gets arrested, our so-called leaders can see the injustice in the system, but the poor African-Americans have been suffering all along at the hands of the court system and yet there is no agenda to address this problem. 


So, I decided to put together this newsletter to inform you of the facts from my perspective, a person in the belly of the struggle. I would like to ask that all the readers of these papers please help me pass the word by copying as many copies of this newsletter as possible and passing them on to others, who should then do the same. Please keep this word alive because the world needs to know the truth. Thank you very much!

