The Path of Empire

America on the World Stage
1890 – 1906
In the beginning of this period Alfred Thayer Mahan publishes a book called The Influence of Sea Power upon History which said that control of the sea is what was the key to world dominance and soon what lead to naval race among powers. It was as if there was a competition between the great powers of who had the best naval base and who had the right to put it in a certain country, America was at the brink of war many times, like that of America and Germany over the Samoan Islands. Another fight America had was with Italy because of the killing of 11 Italians in New Orleans which ended with America paying Italy compensation for the deaths. All the disputes which almost led America to war showed that the America was not scared to start a war, which was the new mood of the nation. There was also the building of the Panama Canal and the making of the Roosevelt Corollary.
Top 8 People (Or Groups)
1. Alfred Thayer Mahan was who wrote the book The Influence of Sea Power upon History which was basically the main point of this period. Everyone fought because they all wanted territory. The book he wrote helped the great powers realize that what they needed to do was gain more territory in case of any invasions
2. Theodore Roosevelt led the Rough Riders against Cuba and also sharpened the U.S. Navy. He was known for being straight forward and ready to fight with his Big Stick. He carried out plans and really stopped at nothing to get what he thought would be best for the country. 
3. George Dewey took the Philippines from Spain on May 1, 1898. He was told by Roosevelt to take the American Asiatic Squadron at Hong Kong to the Philippines and take it back, which he did with flying colors. He was able to take it because no one wanted to fight the U.S. because our close ties with Britain.
4. Anti-Imperialist League were people who were not for what was going on during this period. They did not like McKinley’s idea of expanding or taking over other lands. Mark Twain, Andrew Carnegie, and William James were some of those that were part of this group. They were on the Filipinos’ side because they thought that taking over the Philippines was un-American because we would be taking away their freedom. 
5. Theodore Roosevelt kept peace between Russia and Japan. He also made the Roosevelt Corollary to help Latin America. The corollary said that if there were any monetary problems in Latin America, the United States could pay debts to keep Europe out of Latin American countries. Finally was a major part in the building of the Panama Canal.
6. Walter Reed was a doctor that helped cure yellow fever in Cuba. They used soldiers as guinea pigs. He found that the stegomyia mosquito was what carried the fever in the first place which made it easier to find a cure and riding the country of the mosquito.

7. McKinley came up with a plan of “benevolent assimilation” for those in the Philippines which involved improving roads, sanitation, and public health. This plan developed economic ties between us and the Philippines and also set up a school system that had English as a second language. 
8. Richard Olney was told to write and send a note to Britain about them disobeying the Monroe Doctrine, which angered  Britain saying that the Monroe Doctrine didn’t exist, which almost brought America into another war but it all turned out fine with Britain receiving the land they were supposed to get.

Top 8 Social/Cultural Events/Actions of the Decade

1. Roosevelt Corollary which was also known as “preventive intervention” was made to protect Latin America and made sure no one violated the Monroe Doctrine. 

2. The explosion of the U.S. Battleship Maine which killed 260 Americans on February 15th 1898 was blamed on Spain and Americans were going to get revenge.

3. The Teller Amendment which said that when the United States overthrew Spanish misrule, it would give Cuba its freedom.
4. A British writer named, Rudyard Kipling wrote about “The White Man’s Burden,” so that he could spread the word to the American people that America should keep the Philippines and help get civilized.
5. The dispute between the British and Venezuela on border which brought the U.S. into sending a note that said they were not obeying the Monroe Doctrine and almost got America into war with Britain.
6. “Gentlemen’s Agreement” was brought in a meeting with the San Francisco Board of Education to stop the discrimination that the Japanese felt for being in a different or “special” school. During this meeting the Californians also had to take out the rule of putting Japanese in a special school.

7. Open Door was created because the Chinese feared that with all the countries who wanted to participate in trading with it, things wouldn’t go very fair with them. So John Hay created it to make everyone who was being unfair to be fair with the competition. 

8. The Insular Cases were brought to prove the Constitution was being unconstitutional because it wouldn’t be giving the Philippines and Puerto Rico the same rights as Americans.

Top 8 Political/Ideological Events/Actions

1. Spain signed an armistice on August 12, 1898. If they stayed in the war longer, they would have won against the Americans because a lot of the troops were sick with yellow fever and other diseases. But they were satisfied with what they had done and didn’t know it at the time so they signed it.
2. The Foraker Act helped Puerto Rico. Congress and Puerto Rico agreed on Puerto Ricans having limited popular government. The U.S. also helped Puerto Rico beautify and organize its country
3. The “red-robin” letter sent by Theodore Roosevelt that demanded the troops that were fighting against Spain be pulled out because they were all very sick from the diseases being passed around there.

4. The Platt Amendment was passed in Cuba which meant the U.S. had the right to take over the Island of Cuba if that country entered into a treaty or debt that might place its freedom in danger.
5. Treaty of Paris 1898 which concluded the Spanish American War. America got Guam, Puerto Rico, and paid 20 million for the Philippines. Cuba was also freed from Spain.
6. The building of the Panama Canal was an ideological event because its purpose was to help countries get from one place to another faster instead of having to go around something. Its purpose was just to make things go easier for trading or helping other countries in war or things that dealt with aiding or using other countries.

7. Philippine Commission was formed to deal with the Filipinos because earlier that year they had revolted against the U.S. for not receiving freedom after the Spanish-American War. The rebellion stopped when U.S. soldiers capture Emilio Aguinaldo.

8. Pan - American Conference which brought America and Latin America closer. Close ties with another country usually means more help when it comes to war and economy.
Top 8 Economic Events/Actions

1. Annexation of Hawaii which guaranteed commercial trade between Hawaii and America, and what led to the annexation was the McKinley Tariff.
2. The McKinley Tariff was a raise on the price of sugar, while sugar was very profitable in Hawaii. The McKinley Tariff led to the annexation of Hawaii because the only way to overcome this tariff was to annex Hawaii.
3. Teller Amendment brought a tie between the United States and Cuba saying that when the U.S. had overthrown Spanish misrule, the Cubans could be free.

4. The Platt Amendment, which was brought when United States walked away from Cuba the advised them to make a constitution they could follow. It said that the United States could come in and help around in the Cuba, they could trade freely with Cuba, and finally in Guantanamo Bay the United States could put their naval bases on two bays.
5. The Foraker Act of 1900 wasn’t really for the United States; it was for making the economy in Puerto Rico better. Although Puerto Rico would get U.S. citizenship and that would probably help out our economy better, it was merely an aid for making the economy in Puerto Rico better since there were millions living in poverty.
6. Open Door note which was set up to let any other country participate if they wished with the Chinese trading but that everyone be fair to the rest of the competition. 

7. Benevolent Assimilation was a plan that was to help the Philippines in improving their roads, sanitation, and public health. This plan resulted in the U.S. having economic ties with the Philippines. 
8. The building of the Panama Canal would have a lot of economic advantages because it would help each country trade much faster because they’d have a pathway they could use instead of having to go around.

Top 4 Themes of the Decade

1. “Rebuilding” was an important theme for this decade because the U.S. was lending a helping hand to the Puerto Ricans after they made them citizens in 1917. Americans were also helping the Philippines with their nation as well, after paying $20 million for it. 

2. America was seen as the world power after the Spanish-American war which lasted only 113 days. Being a world power was a hard thing to be because it meant keeping peace in other nations and being one of the ones to solve problems.
3. Roosevelt’s “Big Stick” was important because it was his way of getting things done and showing the American people that something, not big, but most of the time helpful was going to happen. He waved his big stick around and took action.

4. The constructing of the Panama Canal was important because it would help the economy but first take some of everyone’s money for the building. It was started in 1904 and finished 10 years later at a cost of $400 million.
Makers of America – The Puerto Ricans
I. New Wave of Immigrants
1. July 26, 1898 Gloucester steamed into Guanica harbor 

2. It landed 3,000 troops

3. Americans took possession of military strategic Caribbean Islands 1,000 miles south of Florida.

II. Slaves of Puerto Rico

1. Puerto Rico used Indians as their slaves first

a. Soon after the Indians rebelled and tried to fight against their owners but were killed instead

2. After the loss of Indians, the Puerto Ricans imported their Slaves.
III. The Good and Bad of Puerto Rico

1. Americans improved health and sanitation on the island

2. population surged

3. growth in monopoly control of Puerto Rico’s sugar can plantation

4. hurricanes destroyed coffee plantations

a. hurricanes brought unemployment way up
IV. Citizenship

1. Puerto Rico was granted U.S. citizenship in 1917

2. They got jobs in Arizona, New Jersey, and Utah

3. New York was very popular amongst the Puerto Ricans

V. WWII

1. Flight from Puerto Rico to New York cost under $50

2. population quadrupled from 1940-1950

3. population tripled in 1960

4. 1/3 of the island population lived in the U.S. by 1970

Makers of America – The Filipinos

I. The Beginning of the Twentieth Century
i. United States didn’t know how to handle having the possession of the Philippines.

ii. The U.S. promised to build democracy in the Philippines and to ready the islanders for home rule.

iii. A group of students were sent to learn how to manage things in hopes they would become new leaders.

II. Work
i. 1906 Hawaiian Sugar Planters Association recruited Filipino workers.

ii. Things were slow at first but by 19220s thousands of young Filipino men had reached the Hawaiian Islands and been assigned to sugar plantations or pineapple fields.

iii. Those who wanted to work had to sign a contract 

iv. Many mainlanders worked seasonally as domestic servants, busboys, or bellhops during the winter. During the summer they would work in the fields.

v. They eventually made up California’s agricultural work force.

III. Mobile Society

i. One women for every 14 men in California in 1930

ii. No Caucasian and Asian marriages

1. If a Filipino man walked up to a white woman, he would get sometimes a violent reprisal.

IV. After WWII

i. Immigration accelerated

ii. 1950-1970 Filipino population in US doubled

Progressivism and Republican Roosevelt

Wilsonian Progressivism at Home and Abroad
1906-1917

This decade shows the views on Progressivism between Roosevelt’s New Nationalism and Wilson’s New Freedom. Each of them had a way of fixing the economy and how things were run and each had a plan. Wilson really didn’t care too much about people, he was more for the business and free enterprise, Roosevelt was more for the people like with women’s suffrage and social welfare. Roosevelt just went and did what he could, some things he didn’t know how exactly to fix but went along trying every step of the way. Wilson on the other hand had a plan for many of things he was doing, a well though-out plan. During this time World War I was also sparked with the killing of the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary. 


Progressivism was a form of rebuilding the economy and making progress in the nation. Some books were written during this period that described unsanitary conditions and unfair conditions in factories and the work places. Deaths would have probably increased tremendously if the sanitation wasn’t fixed. 

 Top 8 People (Groups)
1. Theodore Roosevelt ran against Woodrow Wilson in the election of 1912. He, just like Wilson, favored that the government work harder in helping out the economy and being in social affairs. His progressive move was known as New Nationalism and he campaigned for stronger control of trusts, woman suffrage, and programs of social welfare.

2. Woodrow Wilson’s progressive move was known as New Freedom and he was for small enterprise, entrepreneurship, and the free functioning of unregulated and unmonopolized markets. 
3. Robert M. La Follette was one of those who fought for the people and against trust to return power to the people. He became a Progressive leader because of fighting against trust and trying to help the people
4. Ida M. Tarbell was one of the writers who displayed some thing against what was going wrong with the government. Tarbell was the one who launched an overwhelming exposé against Standard Oil.
5. J.P. Morgan, along with James Hill, set up the Northern Securities Company which was one of the “bad trusts” that Roosevelt wanted to control because he didn’t think that all trusts were bad. 
6. Lincoln Steffens made a series of articles in McClure’s entitled “The Shame of the Cities,” where he unmasked the corrupt alliance between big business and the government.
7. William H. Taft was one of the men who tried crushing trusts and did a better job than Theodore Roosevelt because all Roosevelt focused on was the “bad trusts” which didn’t seem to be as much help as destroying all trusts.
8. Francisco Villa was a rival to Carranza in an election in Mexico, and when he lost he killed Americans and tried to start a war between the U.S. and Mexico. Wilson ordered General John J. Perishing to break up Villa’s band of outlaws.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events
1. Muller V. Oregon of 1908 was a case that helped women workers because the sanitation in factories was more harmful for women because of their weaker bodies. At first it seemed discriminatory but very helpful later because many of the jobs for men were given to women. Louis Brandeis was praised by progressives for winning this case.
2. The Federal Farm Loan Act of 1916 made loans available to farmers at low rates of interest. This made it easier for farmers to pay off anything they needed without having the hassle of waiting for their crops to grow for money.

3. The Jungle was a book written by Upton Sinclair about the horrible conditions in the meat-packing industry. The American people were shocked and completely disgusted after reading this book which resulted in better working conditions and sanitation in every factory.

4. Workingmen’s Compensation Act of 1916, which was something Wilson assisted the workers with, gave assistance to federal civil-service employees during periods of disability.

5. Meat Inspection Act of 1906 said that if meat was to be transported over state lines, it had to be inspected for anything that wasn’t supposed to be in it. It was one of the plans to keep everything sanitary for the people.

6. Food and Drug Act of 1906 was designed to prevent the adulteration and mislabeling of foods and pharmaceuticals. This was created for the American people as well as Europe because without it, the Europeans may not trust the U.S. with food or anything that could harm them.
7. The Adamson Act of 1916 established an 8-hour work day for all employees on trains and working with interstate commerce.

8. The La Follette Seamen’s Act of 1915 benefited sailors by requiring decent treatment and a living wage on American ships.

Top 8 Political/Ideological Events 

1. Roosevelt and Wilson were both running against each other with different plans of fixing everything but both were very much for helping everyone out. They worked hard with many groups of people in trying to establish a better living for everyone.

2. Meat Inspection Act was very helpful in keeping everyone healthy and not poisoned from unsanitary food. It inspected any meat that was coming in and out of every state.
3. President Wilson’s plan for straightening everything out was called, “the triple wall of privilege”:  the tariff, the banks, and the trusts. It was very effective and very helpful for many.

4. Muller V. Oregon of 1908 was a case that helped women workers because the sanitation in factories was more harmful for women because of their weaker bodies. At first it seemed discriminatory but very helpful later because many of the jobs for men were given to women. Louis Brandeis was praised by progressives for winning this case.

5. Wilson signed the Jones Act in 1916, which granted the Philippines territorial status and promised independence as soon as a stable government could be established.

6. In 1913 Wilson convinced Congress to pass the Underwood Tariff Bill, which significantly reduced the tariff rates. Under authority from the 16th Amendment, Congress also enacted a graduated income tax.

7. The killing of the Austria-Hungarian heir to throne sparked World War I, which was also known as the Great War and in the end left a lot of destruction and millions to pay for and many dead.

8. The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 answered President Wilson’s plea to Congress for a reform of the banking system.  

Top Economic Events

1. Federal Trade Commission Act of 1914 which authorized a presidential-appointed commission to oversee industries engaged in interstate commerce, such as the meatpackers.  The commissioners were expected to crush monopolies at the source.

2. Dollar Diplomacy which called for Wall Street bankers to use their surplus dollars into foreign areas of strategic concern to the U.S., especially in the Far East and in the regions critical to the security of the Panama Canal.

3. Meat Inspection Act was very helpful in keeping everyone healthy and not poisoned from unsanitary food. It inspected any meat that was coming in and out of every state.

4. The Federal Reserve Act of 1913 answered President Wilson’s plea to Congress for a reform of the banking system.  

5. In 1913 Wilson convinced Congress to pass the Underwood Tariff Bill, which significantly reduced the tariff rates. Under authority from the 16th Amendment, Congress also enacted a graduated income tax.

6. Food and Drug Act of 1906 was designed to prevent the adulteration and mislabeling of foods and pharmaceuticals. This was created for the American people as well as Europe because without it, the Europeans may not trust the U.S. with food or anything that could harm them.

7. Workingmen’s Compensation Act of 1916, which was something Wilson assisted the workers with, gave assistance to federal civil-service employees during periods of disability.

8. The Adamson Act of 1916 established an 8-hour work day for all employees on trains and working with interstate commerce.

Top 4 Themes of the Decade

1. New nationalism and new freedom from Roosevelt and Wilson seemed to be some what major issues during the election, which was unnecessary because they both were plan on improving society. It really didn’t matter whether the president was focused on either people or business, one would affect the other and if it didn’t work the first time, a change would be taken.
2. Unsanitary conditions were all around during this decade. Food and Drug Act and Meat Inspection were just some of the things that were brought to keep things safe and sanitary. It’s a shame that the nation had to wait for things to get so bad until they created acts or found out from books.
3. Labor hours were an issue because some people would work 10-hour jobs and get paid really little. Strikes were the cause of this many times because people wanted things fair, not so much work for so little pay. 
4. The New Deal was Theodore Roosevelt’s progressive movement. It opened everyone’s eyes to the fact that America can’t be isolationists if they are “big sisters” to other countries. America is always involved with other countries in one way or another so it would be hard for them to even try to be isolationalists. 

The War to End War

American Life in the “Roaring Twenties”
1917-1925

The War was sparked by the killing of the heir to the Austria-Hungary throne. The U.S. was brought into the war because of the Zimmerman Note, which was sent to Mexico from Germany saying that if Mexico goes on their side they can get Texas back. Unrestricted submarine warfare was also another reason for the start of World War I. Wilson’s fourteen points were also delivered which helped at the end of the war. There were a lot of treaties and smaller wars between everyone fighting. 

This war brought along economic problems and the Ku Klux Klan grew quickly during the 1920s. There was also the coming of people such as Orville and Wilbur Wright, and Thomas Edison, important people that changed the world through their inventions. The stock market became popular in the 1920s as well as a new way of living, flappers and gangsters were those who were roaming the streets and it was new and different age.
Top 8 People (Groups)
1. Wilson was the one who came up with the Fourteen Points, which was a set of rules or thoughts of keeping peace between the countries. Within these Fourteen Points was the League of Nations. 

2. The League of Nations was, to Wilson, like a meeting room full of chairs, one for each country and they would talk about how to fix any problem together. It was a league of nations discussing what needed to be done with anything that came up in the meeting.

3. The Big Four was the four countries that were allied together in WWI. The countries were the U.S. represented by President Wilson, England represented by David Lloyd George, France represented by Georges Clemenceau, and Italy represented by Vittorio Orlando. 

4. George Creel was responsible for selling America on WWI and was head of the Committee on Public Information. He was also responsible for selling the world on Wilsonian war aims. His job was to get people into the war instead of against, and he did a pretty good job.
5. Al Capone was a famous gangster of the 1920s. 500 people were murdered because of gangsters like him, but they were never caught because a lot of the gangsters helped each other with alibis.
6. Alice Paul was the one who formed the National Women’s Party in 1923 to campaign for an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution.

7. Flappers were what teenagers called themselves back in the 1920s, something many of the older generations found wrong and inappropriate. Flappers would dance the Charleston all night and dress a lot differently than in the past.
8. Orville and Wilbur Wright were among the many inventors of that time who changed the world with their inventions. These two in particular flew their plane over 120 feet for 12 seconds, which began the change in transportation.

Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. Committee of Public Information was created by George Creel to get people into the war. Wilson didn’t want to have strikes and problems at home so he sent George Creel to convince people war wasn’t so bad.

2. Espionage and Sedition Acts of 1917 and 1918 showed the fears Americans had about Germans. Among the 1,900 prosecuted under these laws were antiwar Socialists and members of the radical union Industrial Workers of the World.

3. Industrial Workers of the World was another organization of people who were against the war. They were also known as “wobblies.”

4. The Sheppard Towner Maternity Act was passed by Congress in 1921. It provided federally financed instruction in maternal and infant health care.

5. There were two different women’s organizations, one was National Woman’s party which was led by Alice Paul and they protested the war. The other was the National American Woman Suffrage Association which supported the war.
6. The Immigration Act of 1924 replaced the Quota Act of 1921, which cut quotas for foreigners from 3% to 2%, meaning different countries were only allowed to send a certain number of its citizens to America every year. 

7. Scopes Trial was when John T. Scopes got in trouble in Tennessee for teaching evolution.  At the “Monkey Trial,” Scopes was defended by Clarence Darrow, while former presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan prosecuted him.  Scopes was found guilty and fined $100.

8. Flappers were what teenagers called themselves back in the 1920s, something many of the older generations found wrong and inappropriate. Flappers would dance the Charleston all night and dress a lot differently than in the past.
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events of the Decade

1. The Fourteen Points was a set of points Wilson made as a plan for peace. It was also used for propaganda to get people more in favor of the war. With people in favor of the war, the easier it was for Wilson to help fight instead of worrying what was going on at home.
2. Sedition Act and Espionage Act were major issues because no one wanted to be near Germans because everyone feared them. These Acts reflected the fears about Germans and antiwar Americans.

3. 19th Amendment, women’s work was greatly appreciated during the time of war that Wilson Decided to support women’s suffrage. In 1920 this amendment was passed giving women the right to vote. 

4. Treaty of Versailles was forced on the Germans in the year of 1919. The Germans weren’t happy because the treaty didn’t contain as many as the fourteen points as hoped for, and Wilson wasn’t happy because his popularity was down and his plan was going as planned. But making them sign was a good move to stop the war from resuming and looking imperialistic.
5. Paris Peace Conference of 1919 which was made up of the Big Four, Italy led by Vittorio Orlando, France led by Georges Clemenceau, Britain led by David Lloyd George, and the U.S. led by Wilson. The Big Four dictated the terms of the treaty and handed out the Central Powers countries to the League of Nations.
6. Industrial Workers of the World was one of the groups that were convicted by the Espionage Act for being Socialists and a radical union against the war and Germans.

7. National American Women Suffrage Association represented a larger part of the suffrage movement. The women part of this association supported the war.
8. The Ku Klux Klan were growing fast in the 1920s, they were against anyone who wasn’t Anglo-Saxon, “native” American, and Protestant. They were a very big group of 5 million members that spread rapidly in the South and Midwest.

Top 8 Economic Events

1. Civilian Council of National Defense was created by Wilson to study economic mobilization, increase the size of the army, and create a ship building program. This would help the troops during the war get supplies easier and faster.
2. War Industries Board was created in 1918 to stop the economic confusion everyone was having. It was headed by Bernard Baruch but it didn’t last long, it was only used during the war, by the end it was disbanded.
3. American Federation of Labor which represented the skilled laborers of that time. These laborers supported the war and by the end, its population had doubled to 3 million.
4. Food Administration was led by Herbert Hoover. He rejected ration cards in favor of voluntary meatless Tuesdays and wheatless Wednesdays. He sued posters, billboards, and other media to sort of trick people into voluntarily sacrificing food for the war.
5. The 18th Amendment was passed which prohibited the sale of alcohol, something people never saw coming, but it was for the best because it increased bank savings absence in industry did go down.
6. Strike of Steel Industry in 1919 was a strike of around 250,000 steelworkers. They walked off their jobs in an attempt to force their employers to recognize their right to organize and bargain collectively. The steel companies resisted and refused to negotiate with union representatives. So the companies brought in 30,000 African-Americans to keep the mills running.  After several deadly confrontations, the strike collapsed, marking a grave setback that crippled the union movement for over 10 years.
7. Immigration Act of 1924 replaced the Quota Act of 1921, which cut quotas for foreigners from 3% to 2%, meaning different countries were only allowed to send a certain number of its citizens to America every year. 

8. The Bureau of the Budget was created in 1921. The bureau’s director was to assist the president in preparing careful estimates of receipts and expenditures for submission to Congress as the annual budget. It was designed in part to prevent haphazardly extravagant appropriations.

Top 4 Themes
1. World War I was in progress and so was the Fourteen Points by Wilson. It seemed a little strange to have Creel get people into the war, understandable because it left less hassle for the president but a little strange because war would go on anyway and it would take a brilliant president to be able to handle war and dealing with the public.
2. Flappers were becoming famous, teenagers who danced the Charleston and stayed out all night with other flappers. Flappers seemed to be like the “gangsters” and “ballers” of today. They rebel sometimes, stay out all night with others, and most adults don’t like them because they fear them. 
3. The gangsters in this decade are definitely not like the “gangsters” of today because they would kill a lot of people and never get caught, or if they did get caught then they had alibis. Whatever they did seemed to be well thought out and they were only caught for things that dealt with money. From the descriptions, being a gangster didn’t seem so bad because they had a lot of money for little things that we couldn’t do now.

4. The automobile company did well during this decade because this decade was mainly the War and showing the popular things that were going on during the 20s, which all led to the Stock Market Crash.
Makers of America – The Poles

I. The Polish Americans
i. Largest immigrant groups to respond to industrializing America’s call for badly needed labor after Civil War.

ii. Some 2 million polish speaking peasants boarded steamships for the U.S.

II. Among the first

i. Some of the first to arrive landed in Jamestown in 1608

ii. Developed timber industry

III. Polish hopefuls

i. Most of the polish came because they didn’t want to starve and they wanted to earn money to buy land. 

ii. They were known as za chlebem (“for bread”) emigrants that were pushed off their land for mechanized agriculture.

iii. In 1891 farm workers and unskilled laborers in the U.S. earned about $1 a day which was more than the Polish.

IV. Emigration reasons

i. Their homeland was anti-Catholic
ii. If they didn’t leave they would probably be killed.

iii. The economy was bad where they lived.

iv. Most came to stay but later most came to make money and return home.

V. Influence for Immigration

i. Letters from family members and friends

ii. Propaganda ads on railroad and steam lines

iii. Anton Schermann brought over 100,000 Poles and got Chicago the nickname of “American Warsaw”

VI. Where did the Poles Go?

i. Most of the poles went to big cities

ii. In 1907 4/5 of the men worked in factories like everyone else.

iii. Women stayed home and did work there.

VII. Reasons for staying

i. They were making a better living in America and getting more money

1. they sent their money to relatives in Russia and Austria.

ii. During the days of communism they tightly held to American society.

The Politics of Boom and Bust

1920-1932


This decade was all about the economy, there were new acts and laws passed to try to fix the economy. A new president, Warren G. Harding, came to office and was inaugurated in 1921. He wasn’t very fond of the League of Nations but he couldn’t just shut out the rest of the world. One of the problems that Harding to fix was disputes over oil between America and Britain and Secretary Hughes secured the rights for the U.S. and Britain to share the oil. Disarmament was one international issue that Harding eventually tackled.  Public pressure brought about the Washington “Disarmament” Conference in 1921-1922. A Four Power Treaty, which was made up of Britain, Japan, France and the United States, replaced the Anglo-Japanese Treaty. When Coolidge took over after Harding, he had to deal with fixing the debt the war left on everyone. Fixing, rebuilding, and paying were all things everyone was doing but the decade ended in a Big Crash of the Stock Market, leaving America to deal with that.
Top 8 People (Groups)

1. Hoover was the Secretary of Commerce during this decade while Warren G. Harding was President. Hoover was the one who pioneered the Good Neighbor policy and during his term the U.S. relationship with Latin America and the Caribbean grew. He brought the country a lot of prosperity but many blamed him for the stock market crash.

2. Warren G. Harding was one of the best liked men of the generation, he was spineless and a bad judge of character. Many corporations could expand, antitrust laws were ignored, and he achieved disarmament with the Open Door in China. The tariff increased also. He died on August 2, 1923 of pneumonia and thrombosis while making speeches in which Calvin Coolidge took over.

3. Charles Forbes cheated $200 million from the government in building the Veteran’s Hospitals. This scandal was part of the Harding scandal and the Ohio gang. He was sentenced to 2 years in the penitentiary. 

4. Calvin Coolidge was known as “Silent Cal” because he wasn’t a very big and bold speaker. He was also known for practicing economy in money and words, he believed in the government supporting big business.

5. Andrew Mellon was the Secretary of the Treasury. He had followers in his theory called Mellonites. He helped engineer a series of tax reductions and reduced national debt by $10 billion. He was accused of indirectly encouraging the bull market and starting the descent into the stock market crash. Some people, however, believed he was the "greatest secretary of treasury since Hamilton."
6. The Ohio Gang was a group of men that were friends of President Warren Harding. When Harding put them in offices they used their power to gain money for themselves. They were involved in scandals that ruined Harding's reputation even though he wasn't involved.
7. Frank B. Kellogg created the Kellogg-Briand Pact which promised to never make war again and settle all disputes peacefully. Sixty-two nations signed this pact. The treaty was hard to enforce and had no provisions for the use of economic or military force against a nation that may break the treaty.
8. Charles Dawes is largely responsible for the Dawes plan of 1924; an attempt to pay off the damages from WWI. This plan gave money to Germany who then paid France and Britain for debts of the war. Former allies then paid the U.S. When the Depression hit, the "merry-go-round" stopped. Finland was the only nation to pay off their debts to the very last penny in 1976. The U.S. never received the money it was owed.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. Kellogg-Briand Pact which promised to never make war again and settle all disputes peacefully. Sixty-two nations signed this pact. This treaty was hard to enforce and had no provisions for the use of economic or military force against a nation that may break the treaty.
2. The Adkins v. Children’s Hospital was a very important case because it went back to what was said in the Muller v. Oregon case. The problem was that with the 19th Amendment and the Muller case women were now equal as men and shouldn’t receive any special protection. But, no one really saw women as equals to men so there were many debates on what women deserved or didn’t.
3. The “Bonus Expeditionary Force” erected unsanitary camps and shacks in vacant lots, creating health hazards and annoyance. This was made up of veterans who wanted the rest of their bonus. Hoover paid six thousand hoping they would leave, but some didn’t move.
4. Interstate Commerce Commission was dominated by men who were sympathetic to the managers of the railroads. Many reactionaries under Harding didn’t care about what laws were being passed, just as long as they could pass them. 
5. Teapot Dome Scandal was when Albert B. Fall leased land in Teapot Dome, Wyoming, and Elk Hills, California, to oilmen Harry F. Sinclair and Edward L. Doheny, but not until Fall had received a “loan” (actually a bribe) of $100,000 form Doheny and about three times that amount from Sinclair.
6. The Five Power Naval Treaty of 1922 was part of Hughes’s ideas on ship rations, but only after face-saving compensation was offered to the insecure Japanese. British and Americans both agreed not to fortify their Eastern Possessions, including the Philippines.

7. The Washington “Disarmament” Conference of 1921-22 resulted in a plan in which a 5:5:3 ratio of ships that could be held by the U.S., Britain, and Japan was proposed by Hughes.
8. Adjusted Compensation Act gave every former soldier a paid-up insurance policy due in twenty years.

Top 8 Political/Ideological Events

1. The Five Power Naval Treaty of 1922 was part of Hughes’s ideas on ship rations, but only after face-saving compensation was offered to the insecure Japanese. British and Americans both agreed not to fortify their Eastern Possessions, including the Philippines.

2. The Four-Power Treaty was another part of Hughes’s ideas. It bound Britain, Japan, France, and the U.S. to preserve the status quo in the Pacific, replaced the 20-year-old Anglo-Japanese Alliance.
3. New technology in farming, such as the gasoline-engine tractor, had increased farm production dramatically. 

4. “The “Bonus Expeditionary Force” erected unsanitary camps and shacks in vacant lots, creating health hazards and annoyance. This was made up of veterans who wanted the rest of their bonus. Hoover paid six thousand hoping they would leave, but some didn’t move.
5. Hawley-Smoot Tariff started out in the House as a fairly reasonable protective measure, designed to assist the farmers. But by the time the high-pressure lobbyists had pushed it through the Senate, it acquired around a thousand amendments. It came to be the highest protective tariff in the nation’s peacetime history.
6. Norris-La Guardia Anti-Injection Act of 1932 outlawed anti-union contracts and forbade the federal courts to issue injunctions to restrain strikes, boycotts, and peaceful picketing.
7. Merchant Marine Act of 1920 authorized the Shipping Board, which controlled about 1500 vessels, to get rid of a lot of ships at bargain prices, thus reducing the navy.

8. Reconstruction Finance Corporation because a government lending bank. Giant Corporations were the ones that benefited most from this. The RFC was another one of the targets of Hoover’s critics. 
Top 8 Economic Events
1. Dawes Plan of 1924 was an attempt to pay off the damages from WWI. This plan gave money to Germany who then paid France and Britain for debts of the war. Former allies then paid the U.S. When the Depression hit, the "merry-go-round" stopped. Finland was the only nation to pay off their debts to the very last penny in 1976. The U.S. never received the money it was owed.
2. Agricultural Marketing Act Hoover’s was passed in June of 1929 and was designed to help the farmers help themselves, and it set up a Federal Farm Board to help the farmers.
                                                
3. The Stock Market crash was caused by over speculation and high stock prices built only on non-existent credit. Hoover said that the stock market was the key to ridding poverty but he was very wrong. Many lost their jobs which kept growing to about 12 million, 5000 banks collapsed in the first three years of the Great Depression, and many depended on soup kitchens to survive. 
4. Reconstruction Finance Corporation because a government lending bank. Giant Corporations were the ones that benefited most from this. The RFC was another one of the targets of Hoover’s critics. 

5. Federal Farm Board was part of the Agricultural Marketing Act. This board was set up with a revolving fund of half a billion dollars at its disposal. Money was lent generously to farm organizations seeking to buy, sell, and store agricultural surpluses.
6. Grain Stabilization and the Cotton Stabilization Corporation were set up by the Farm Board. Its prime goal was to bolster sagging prices by buying up surpluses. But the two agencies were soon suffocated by an avalanche of farm produce, as wheat dropped to fifty-seven cents a bushel and cotton to five cents a pound.
7. The Hoover Dam was the most imposed of the public enterprises of Hoover’s plans to use money on public works. It was voted by Congress in the days of Coolidge and was begun in 1930 under Hoover. It succeeded in creating a huge manmade lake for purposes of irrigation, flood control, and electric power.
8. Hawley-Smoot Tariff started out in the House as a fairly reasonable protective measure, designed to assist the farmers. But by the time the high-pressure lobbyists had pushed it through the Senate, it acquired around a thousand amendments. It came to be the highest protective tariff in the nation’s peacetime history.

Top 4 Themes

1. The Stock Market crash, which lost a lot of money and jobs for people, was a major event The Great Crash also contributed to the Great Depression as well as overproduction from farms and factories. Something like the Great Depression shouldn’t have happened if things were looked over more, paying more attention probably would have prevented the Great Crash also. 
2. Isolationism was an idea that was on everyone’s mind during the war, but being allies with some of the countries in the war would eventually bring in America. America is too important to isolated, if you have allies you have to help because if not it’ll backfire and eventually leave you in ruin.
3. Payback from Germany was something that was demanded and received. Dawes act helped us get that, they paid and we were relatively happy.

4. Rebuilding the economy started after the stock market crash but wouldn’t work because the great depression would be on its way. 
The Great Depression and the New Deal

Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Shadow of War

America in World War II

1933-1945


In 1933 to 1938 the rebuilding of the economy after the stock market crash came about. Roosevelt’s three R’s: relief, recovery, and reform were introduced during this time as well as the New Deal. Roosevelt created jobs for the jobless, tackled banks and money issues, and reformed all that he could.


In 1933 to 1941 Hitler, Mussolini, and Stalin came into power and many things around the world were happening that were foreshadowing the Second World War. The Good Neighbor policy between the U.S. and Latin America, the Storm-Cellar Isolationism for Stalin, Mussolini, and Hitler, Neutrality Acts, and the Fall of France are things that happened which all led up to World War II in 1941-1945.


During World War II many people seemed to fear those races who were involved in the war that were against us. California actually put Japanese in a concentration camp fearing that they would be traitors to the American people. Same story goes for Germans, although they weren’t put in concentration camps, they were just beaten severely at times just for being German. Fear spreads violence, which shouldn’t happen and can go too far.

Top 8 People (Groups) 

1. Franklin D. Roosevelt was a handicap president who stayed in his wheelchair most of the time. He dealt with the Great Depression and World War II; he was also the one who came up with the New Deal and the Three R’s. He was the only president to be elected 4 times. 

2. Adolf Hitler a very dangerous and manipulative man that took his anger out on the Jews, he used the Nazis to do the work he asked. He led Germany in World War II as some what of a revenge for what happened in World War I.

3. Joseph Stalin was a communist dictator of Russia. He was one of the three big powers during WWII along with Roosevelt from the U.S. and Churchill from Great Britain.
4. Benito Mussolini was the fascist dictator of Italy. He wanted to create a new empire just like the Roman Empire. He became an ally with Adolf Hitler in the Rome-Berlin Axis, and led his forces against the Allied powers in WWII. He was overthrown and beheaded in 1943, after the fall of Sicily during the war.
5. Winston Churchill was the prime minister of England during World War II. He was known as the bull-dog jawed orator who gave his people the nerve to fight off the air bombings occurring in their cities. He was in favor of the Eight-point Atlantic Charter and he was involved in the first conference. He was also one of the Big Three.
6. Harry Truman took over the presidency during World War II with the death of Roosevelt. He was called by many the "average man's average man" for his appearance and personality, and he was one of the only presidents without a college education. He was an artillery officer in World War One and was responsible for the decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan to end World War II.
7. Harry Hopkins was the head of the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA). A friend and advisor to President FDR. He was very involved in reforms in the Great Depression and in the 30's and 40's in such issues as unemployment and mortgages.
8. Dwight D. Eisenhower was the U.S. general who led the attack in N. Africa in November of 1942. He was the master organizer of the D-Day invasion in Europe. He became president later in 1952 and 1956 and won. He was very well liked by the public.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. The War Production Board stopped the manufacture of nonessential items such as passenger cars. It assigned priorities for transportation, access to raw materials, imposed a national speed limit, and gasoline rationing. All these plans were made because, due to the Dutch East Indies ending their exports of natural rubber to the U.S., they wanted to conserve rubber. They also built fifty-one synthetic rubber plants.
2. Fair Employment Practice was a plan Roosevelt established to give fair employment to blacks. Eventually its purpose is to protect and serve all races, sexes, ages, and ethnicities involving employment.
3. The Good Neighbor Policy which was established by Herbert Hoover to create good relations with Latin America. It took much of the American military out of these countries. It also nullified the Roosevelt Corollary.
4. Neutrality Acts of 1935, 1936, and 1937 stated that when the president proclaimed the existence of a foreign war certain restrictions would automatically go into effect. No American should be associated with a nation that was in war or had some sort of hostility and may be in war.
5. National Recovery Act this act was created in 1933 as a helping hand for industry, labor, and the unemployed. It granted labor additional benefits and guaranteed the right to organize through representatives of their own choosing. It was a part of Franklin D. Roosevelt's new plan.
6. Wagner Act was just like the National Labor Relations Act of 1935. It set up the National Labor Relations Board and gave people the right of labor to engage in self-organization and to bargain collectively.
7. Tennessee Valley Authority First Government owned corporation. Started to create jobs and build dams in the Tennessee River Valley to supply electricity to poorer areas after the depression.
8. The three R’s were part of Roosevelt's New Deal programs the three R’s meant relief, recovery, and reform. Roosevelt's plan was to take whatever problem and put the three R’s to it. He announced his plan on March 4, 1933 to lift the burden of the Great Depression.
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events 

1. War Production Board stopped the manufacture of nonessential items such as passenger cars. It assigned priorities for transportation, access to raw materials, imposed a national speed limit, and gasoline rationing. All these plans were made because, due to the Dutch East Indies ending their exports of natural rubber to the U.S., they wanted to conserve rubber. They also built fifty-one synthetic rubber plants.
2. The New Deal was Franklin Roosevelt’s policy that focused on relief, recovery, and reform. Short term goals were relief and immediate recovery. Permanent recovery and reform were done by long-range goals. Programs were established to improve unemployment, regulate minimum wage, and reform many other social issues.
3. D-Day was the first day of the Normandy landings which started the invasion of Western Europe and liberated France from the Germans.
4. V-E Day this meant Victory in Europe Day. This was when the German government surrendered unconditionally during WWII on May 7, 1945
5. V-J Day was known as Victory in Japan Day because August 15, 1945 was when we dropped the atomic bombs on Japan. We knew we won or that Japan would surrender because they had nothing else so the celebrations continued through the official end of World War II on September 2, 1945 when Japan officially surrendered.
6. Lend-Lease was a law passed in March of 1941 by sweeping majorities in both houses of Congress. This law said that the U.S. would lend or lease weapons to overseas countries and victims of aggression who would in turn finish the job of the fighting, and keep the war overseas from the U.S.
7. Atlantic Charter was created by Winston Churchill and President Franklin D. Roosevelt in a secret conference. It outlined the hopes of the democracies and their intentions for improvements after World War II.
8. Brian Trusts was a small group of reform minded intellectuals, mainly young college professors. Considered much of the New Deal legislation and worked as a kitchen cabinet for Franklin Roosevelt.
Top 8 Economic Events

1. Office of Price Administration was created by Franklin D. Roosevelt in order to prevent inflation in the economy during WWII.
2. Reciprocal Trade Agreement was create by Secretary of State Hull because he believed that trade was a two-way street. It was created in 1934 and activated low-tariff policies while aiming at relief and recovery by lifting American trade.
3. Neutrality Acts of 1935, 1936, and 1937 stated that when the president proclaimed the existence of a foreign war certain restrictions would automatically go into effect. No American should be associated with a nation that was in war or had some sort of hostility and may be in war.
4. “Cash and Carry” was the only way that Europe could buy American war materials in World War II. They would have to transport the munitions in their own ships and they could only purchase the munitions with cash.
5. The New Deal was Franklin Roosevelt’s policy that focused on relief, recovery, and reform. Short term goals were relief and immediate recovery. Permanent recovery and reform were done by long-range goals. Programs were established to improve unemployment, regulate minimum wage, and reform many other social issues.
6. The three R’s were part of Roosevelt's New Deal programs the three R’s meant relief, recovery, and reform. Roosevelt's plan was to take whatever problem and put the three R’s to it. He announced his plan on March 4, 1933 to lift the burden of the Great Depression.
7. Civilian Conservation Corps was created by the Unemployment Relief Act of 1933. It provided in government camps for 3 million uniformed single, young men during the Great Depression. The work they involved in included reforestation, fire fighting, flood control, and swamp drainage. Whatever money they made was split with their families also.
8. Glass-Stegall Act of 1933 allowed the banks to reopen and it gave the president the power to regulate banking transactions and foreign exchange.

Top 4 Themes

1. The Great Depression caused setbacks to the League of Nations when Japan invaded Manchuria. America wasn’t doing so well after the Depression, so no one in the League could do anything about Manchuria without America, another thing that proved America is important.

2. Many acts were passed during this decade to help out the economy. All were part of relief, recovery, and reform. This was one of the more effective programs that a president came up with, other programs were effective with some things but this one went through everyone problem and fixed them.
3. Germany invaded Poland and so the Second World War began. Hitler was a smart man, not the greatest in the world, but smart. He had a plan it seemed for everyone he assumed would be in the war. He knew what to do, what to invade, and was pretty much one step ahead.
4. Fearing German or Japanese people is understandable during war and fearing middle-eastern people during our time of war is also understandable. But fearing shouldn’t cause hurting to those who don’t deserve it. Putting the Japanese in concentration camps just because they were Japanese was uncalled for and discriminating is also uncalled for.

Makers of America – The Dust Bowl Migrants 

I. The Dust Bowl

i. In the Great Plains of the 1930s nothing was growing and it was all dust.

ii. The soil was depleted by erosion, intensive farming, and parched by drought.

II. Okies and Arkies
i. Headed to California

1. journeyed their by bus, train, space in westbound cars, old jalopies, or their own cars.

ii. Most knew where they were headed but lost everything in the Depression, they just depended on those who moved to California before the Great Crash.

iii. They wouldn’t believe that California had nothing to offer them.

III. Where In California Did They Go?

i. Some went to the cities.

ii. Most went to San Joaquin Valley, southern part of central California’s agricultural kingdom.

IV. San Joaquin

i. It was also known for its poverty

1. this city was just below the poverty line

ii. Food, shelter, and clothes were scarce

iii. It was unbearable during the winter because no clothes or heat was just too cold.

V. The New Deal

i. The Farm Security Administration set up camps to house the Okies.

ii. Some of them were even able to purchase land and build homes which made Okieville or little Oklahomas.

Makers of America – Refugees from the Holocaust
I. Avoiding Hitler

i. 

Makers of America – The Japanese

Makers of America – The Great African-American Migration

The Cold War Begins

1944-1952


After World War II the economy didn’t exactly blossom but things began to run a little smoother the before World War II started. Prosperity underwrote social mobility; it paved the way for the success of the civil rights movement; it funded new welfare programs; and it gave Americans the confidence to exercise unprecedented international leadership in the Cold War era. The middle class doubled, the population of the “Sunbelt” grew, and there was a big baby boom during this period. Around 50 million babies were born in the 1950s which was pretty good for the economy. Many of the white migrants moved to the Suburbs but since the Federal Housing Administration didn’t help out the Blacks, they were forced to live out of inner city areas.

 The Yalta Agreement was during this time, so was shaping the world after World War II. Pacts, agreements and meetings between all who were part of the war were essential during this time because it was necessary to fix what was destroyed and move on. Finally, during the end of this period there was a conflict with Korea which ended with Douglas MacArthur being removed from command.


Communism was being spread rapidly and the United States tried stopping it from spreading by paying off some of the smaller countries in not accepting communism as their form of government. 

Top 8 People (Groups)

1. Harry Truman called the "accidental president" and "the average man's average man,” was the first president for a while without a college education. Truman was left with many decisions to make and one of the most out-standing is that he decided to drop the first atomic bomb on Japan to end World War II. He won a close election in 1948 under his "Fair Deal" platform which expanded FDR's New Deal.
2. Douglas MacArthur was the supreme allied commander during the Cold War in 1945. After World War II, MacArthur was put in charge of putting Japan back together. In the Korean War, he commanded the United Nations troops. He was later fired by Harry Truman for insubordination.
3. George C. Marshall invited the Europeans to get together and work out a joint plan for their economic recovery.  If they did so, then the United States would provide substantial financial assistance.
4. Joseph McCarthy was strongly against communism. McCarthy claimed there were many communists in the State Department. He did not have much evidence to support his accusations, and his search for communists was considered a type of "witch-hunt.” When his lack of evidence was discovered, he was censored by Congress and lost his seat in Congress.
5. Dwight D. Eisenhower was the commander of the allied forces in Europe, the army chief-of-staff after the war, and the director of NATO for two years. The night before the 1952 presidential elections, he declared that he would personally go to Korea and end the war. This helped to win the majority in 41 of the lower 48 states. Eisenhower reigned over a period of unstable peace and prosperity. 
6. Richard Nixon was a committee member of the House of Representatives. He tried to catch Alger Hiss who was accused of being a communist agent in the 1930's. This brought Nixon to the attention of the American public. In 1956 he was Eisenhower's Vice-President.
7. Thomas Dewey worked for a well known New York City law firm. He was Governor of New York State and was elected District Attorney in 1937. He was Governor 3 different times and ran for president twice although he was defeated both times. In 1948 the newspapers had him defeating Truman but Truman won.
8. J. Strom Thurmond was nominated for president on a States' Rights Party (Dixiecrats) in the 1948 election. Split southern Democrats from the party due to Truman's stand in favor of Civil Rights for African American. He only got 39 electoral votes.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events
1. Yalta Conference which was a conference between Stalin and FDR in an attempt to get Russian support in the highly anticipated of Japan. Russia would receive the southern part of Sakilin Island that it lost to Japan and the joint control of Manchuria’s railroad. The Allies also allowed Poland to become communist.

2. North Atlantic Treaty Organization was a military alliance between the US, Canada and 10 European nations signed on April 4, 1949. It was committed to building military defense of Europe against Communist Russia. Dwight D. Eisenhower became the Supreme Commander of NATO.
3. National Securities Act was passed by Congress in 1947 and it created the Department of Defense. It also established a National Security Council (NSC) to advise the president on security matters and a Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) to coordinate the government foreign fact-gathering.
4. The Truman Doctrine was created because Truman wanted to prevent the spread of communism. He wanted it "contained". The first achievement of the Truman Doctrine was $400 million given to aid Greece and Turkey to prevent a communist takeover.
5. Berlin Airlift was when the USSR had banned all supplies that would go into the Allied Germany. In response, America used many planes to take and drop food and supplies into Berlin. They did this to show the USSR that they were determined to maintain control of Berlin. It worked, the Soviets lifted the blockade.
6. The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, better known as the GI Bill of Rights, made generous provisions for sending the former solders to school.  By raising educational levels and stimulating the construction industry, the GI Bill powerfully nurtured the long-lived economic expansion that took hold in the late 1940s.

7. Nuremburg Trials were trials held in Nuremburg, Germany from 1945-1946, this is where Nazi Leaders were tried and punished for the war crimes they committed. Punishments included hangings and long jail times.

8. Federal Housing Administration and Veterans Administration (VA) made home-loan guarantees, making it more economically attractive to own a home in the suburbs rather than to rent an apartment in the city.
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events

1. Yalta Conference which was a conference between Stalin and FDR in an attempt to get Russian support in the highly anticipated of Japan. Russia would receive the southern part of Sakilin Island that it lost to Japan and the joint control of Manchuria’s railroad. The Allies also allowed Poland to become communist.

2. The Cold War was a global ideological conflict between democracy and communism, pretty much a conflict between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union maintained a Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern and Central Europe, the USSR could protect itself and consolidate its revolutionary base as the world’s leading communist country but these spheres conflicted with President FDR’s Wilsonian dream of an “open world” decolonized, demilitarized, and democratized.
3. 38th Parallel was the line dividing Korea into two sections, north of the parallel the communist Soviet Union was in charge and south of the parallel was where democratic America was in charge. This line would become the demilitarized zone after the Korean conflict.
4. North Atlantic Treaty Organization was a military alliance between the US, Canada and 10 European nations signed on April 4, 1949. It was committed to building military defense of Europe against Communist Russia. Dwight D. Eisenhower became the Supreme Commander of NATO.
5. The Truman Doctrine was created because Truman wanted to prevent the spread of communism. He wanted it "contained". The first achievement of the Truman Doctrine was $400 million given to aid Greece and Turkey to prevent a communist takeover.
6. Containment was a foreign policy of the U.S. made after WWII to stop the spread of communism
7. Berlin Airlift was when the USSR had banned all supplies that would go into the Allied Germany. In response, America used many planes to take and drop food and supplies into Berlin. They did this to show the USSR that they were determined to maintain control of Berlin. It worked, the Soviets lifted the blockade.
8. Iron Curtain refers to the secrecy and isolation of the Soviet Union and its satellite states, East Germany, Hungary, and Poland, after World War II. The phrase was first used by Winston Churchill while he was giving a speech in the United States.
Top 8 Economic Events
5. Fair Deal was made by Truman in his 1949 message to Congress. It was a program that called for improved housing, full employment, higher minimum wage, better farm price supports, new TVA's, and the extension of social security. Its only successes: raised the minimum wage, better public housing, extended old-age insurance to more people.
6. Taft Hartley Act of 1947 outlawed the “closed” shop, made unions liable for damages that resulted from jurisdictional disputes among themselves, and required union leaders to take a non-Communist oath.
7. Marshall Plan of 1947 would allow the U.S. to give financial assistance to certain countries. This was done to prevent communism from rising in countries like France and Italy, whose economies where suffering after WWII. 
8. Truman Doctrine was created because Truman wanted to prevent the spread of communism. He wanted it "contained". The first achievement of the Truman Doctrine was $400 million given to aid Greece and Turkey to prevent a communist takeover.
9. Employment Act of 1946 was passed by Congress to promote maximum employment, production, and purchasing power. 
10. Berlin Airlift was when the USSR had banned all supplies that would go into the Allied Germany. In response, America used many planes to take and drop food and supplies into Berlin. They did this to show the USSR that they were determined to maintain control of Berlin. It worked, the Soviets lifted the blockade.
11. Federal Housing Administration and Veterans Administration (VA) made home-loan guarantees, making it more economically attractive to own a home in the suburbs rather than to rent an apartment in the city.

12. NSC-68 First drawn up in 1950, NSC-68, or National Security Council    Memorandum Number 68, was buried until the Korean crisis later that year. This document suggested that the U.S. could afford to spend upward of 50% of its gross national product for security.
Top 4 Themes

1. The policy of containment was brought up in this decade, which was a policy that was meant to keep communism from spreading to certain countries like Greece or Turkey. It was a very good policy and did prevent countries from falling into communism. The Marshall Plan and Truman Doctrine were aids to making the containment policy more effective.
2. Moving to what was known as the Sunbelt was popular years after World War II and there was also a baby boom during this period too. Moving to the Sunbelt seems like something that would happen now, moving to somewhere that provides a better living is what people look for, but discrimination of blacks was something that shouldn’t have happened. Everyone should have been able to move where they wanted.
3. The Cold War was a war between U.S.S.R. and the U.S. although it didn’t seem much like a war because the U.S. and the Soviets weren’t really fighting against each other. The Cold War seemed more like a dispute because the main point was to stop communism not a country or a fight for peace.

4.  Having programs such as the Federal Housing Administration seemed unnecessary due to the fact that they were unfair in dealing with people. If they were going to be a program, they should help out everyone.
Makers of America – The Suburbanites

The Eisenhower Era 
1952-1960


Abroad Eisenhower had to make sure everyone was satisfied with what they got after the war because if they weren’t he feared that there could possibly be another war. There were times when he wanted to bomb other countries, such as Vietnam but held back because that wouldn’t have been the smartest ideas. Communism played a big role in this decade. Many of the weaker countries were being influenced by Communism because they needed something to help them with their economy. The United States was trying its best not to fall into Communism and tried to keep others out of it as well.
By the end of the decade a new wave of life came over the Americans. Book after book was being published that portrayed life for certain races. There were also plays that talked about searching for American values. Magazines like playboy were coming out. Television shows like “Leave it to Beaver” showed women as housewives even though many women had jobs that men had. America adjusted to life after the war and tried to help the rest of the world adjust with it.
Many inspirational leaders like Rosa Parks and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. were part of this decade. They changed things for the world and will be remembered for years to come, they also started up the fight for rights.
Top 8 People (Groups)

1. Dwight D. Eisenhower was elected President and he was the most popular American; "I like Ike!" button; elected to two consecutive terms in 1952 and 1956. President during the prosperous 1950's. Modern Republicanism, he didn't undo the New Deal of the Democrats.
2. Richard M. Nixon was chosen for vice-president to satisfy the anticommunist wing of the Republican Party. During the presidential campaign, reports of Nixon secretly tapping government funds arose.  After Eisenhower considered dropping Nixon from the ballot, Nixon went on television and stated his apologies in the “Checkers speech”–this saved his place on the ballot.

3. Earl Warren Chief Justice and former governor of California; brought orginally taboo social issues, such as civil rights to African Americans, to the attention of Congress and the country. Known for the "Brown v. Board of Education" case of 1954
4. Rosa Parks, a seamstress and a secretary for the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP, was known as the "mother of the civil rights movement." In December of 1955, Parks refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white rider. She was jailed and fined $14 for the offense. This led to Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Montgomery Bus Boycott.
5. John F. Kennedy was the youngest president ever elected, as well as the only Catholic to take office. He represented the Democratic Party with his "New Frontier" platform in the 1960 election. He was a major contributor to the space program and to the civil rights movement. He was assassinated on Nov. 22, 1963.
6. Joseph McCarthy was the most ruthless, doing the most damage to American traditions of fair play and free speech when it came to accusing people of being communists or betraying the U.S.
7. Ho Chi Minh was a Vietnamese leader who believed in Asian nationalism and anti-colonialism in his country. He was trying to get rid of the French colonial rule in Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh's beliefs were discouraged by the Cold War and he became increasingly communist. He led the North Vietnamese against the U.S. and the South Vietnamese. 
8. Fidel Castro engineered a revolution in Cuba in 1959. He denounced the imperialists and took valuable American property for a land-distribution program. When the U.S. cut off imports of Cuban sugar, Castro took more U.S. land, making his dictatorship similar to Stalin of Russia.


Top 8 Social/Cultural Events
1. McCarthyism was the communist witch hunts of the 1950's. This fear of Communism ruined many lives and families. The Senate hearings on communism were run by Senator Joseph McCarthy.

2. Desegregation was opening the schools and work places for Blacks and all races. During the 1960’s integration of southern universities began. President Kennedy supported black's civil rights. Some desegregation was painless, but much of it resulted in violent campaigns and riots

3. Brown v. Board of Education was another very important case because it brought before the Supreme Court on May 1954 that segregation of races in public schools was unconstitutional.
4. Suez Crisis was when President Nasser of Egypt announced his intention to build a dam in the Suez to provide power and irrigation to Egypt. Nasser d by nationalized the Suez Canal. Doing this hurt Europe by crippling their oil supply so the French and British retaliated by striking Egypt. President Eisenhower refused to help British, forcing the allies to withdraw their troops. 
5. U-2 Incident was when the American U-2 spy plane was shot down over Russia. Eisenhower was forced to step up and assume personal responsibility for the incident. Francis Gary Powers was the pilot that was captured by the Russians but returned. Incident kept Khrushchev from meeting with Eisenhower.
6. Civil Rights Act of 1957 set up a permanent Civil Rights Commission to investigate violations of civil rights and authorized federal injunctions to protect voting rights.
7. Southern Christian leadership of 1957 aimed to mobilize the vast power of the black churches on behalf of black rights. It was set up by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
8. Eisenhower also cracked down on illegal Mexican immigration that cut down on the success of the bracero program by rounding up 1 million Mexicans and returning them to their native country in 1954.

Top 8 Political/Ideological Events
1. McCarthyism was the communist witch hunts of the 1950's. This fear of Communism ruined many lives and families. The Senate hearings on communism were run by Senator Joseph McCarthy.

2. Massive retaliation was formulated by John Foster Dulles for Eisenhower. He was Eisenhower's secretary of state in the 1950's. It stated that America would be willing to use nuclear weapons against aggressor nations instead of “limited” warfare. This led to the stockpiling of nuclear weapons.

3. Hungarian Revolt was when the Hungarians tried to win their freedom from the Communist regime in 1956, they were crushed down by Soviet tanks. There was killing and slaughtering of the rebels going on by military forces.

4. Eisenhower Doctrine of 1957 was when Congress and the US President pledged US military and economic aid to Middle Eastern nations threatened by communist aggression. Under the Doctrine the US was able to openly land several thousand troops and help restore order without taking a single life.
5. U-2 Incident was when the American U-2 spy plane was shot down over Russia. Eisenhower was forced to step up and assume personal responsibility for the incident. Francis Gary Powers was the pilot that was captured by the Russians but returned. Incident kept Khrushchev from meeting with Eisenhower.

6.   Camp David was where a series talks occurred showing upward signs, as the Soviet premier said that his ultimatum for the evacuation of Berlin would be extended indefinitely.
7. 
At the Paris conference, Khrushchev came in angry that the U.S. had flown a spy plane over Soviet territory (the plane had been shot down and Eisenhower had taken personal responsibility), which caused stronger tensions among everyone.
8. 
America induced the Organization of American States to condemn communism in the Americas.

Top 8 Economic Events
1. The Military-Industrial Complex was what Eisenhower feared of happening, which was industry received huge government contracts to build for the military. During the Cold War military funding increased tremendously which brought on this fear.

2. Suez Crisis was when President Nasser of Egypt announced his intention to build a dam in the Suez to provide power and irrigation to Egypt. Nasser d by nationalized the Suez Canal. Doing this hurt Europe by crippling their oil supply so the French and British retaliated by striking Egypt. President Eisenhower refused to help British, forcing the allies to withdraw their troops.
3. The Landrum Griffith act was passed to prevent bullying tactics and make labor leaders keep accurate financial records. America was in a desperate need for labor reform so the Union leaders and big industries got involved in many scandals so in 1959 Congress passed the Landrum Griffith Act.
4. National Defense and Education Act (NDEA) After the Russian satellite "Sputnik" was successfully launched; there was a critical comparison of the Russian to the American education system. The American education system was already seen as too easygoing. So in 1958 Congress made the NDEA, authorizing $887 million in loans to needy college students and in grants for the purpose of improving the teaching of the sciences and languages.
5. Secretary of Agriculture Ezra Taft Benson tackled with agriculture issues, but despite government purchase of surplus grain, which it stored in giant silos costing Americans $2 million a day, farmers didn’t see prosperity.

6. Interstate Highway Act built 42,000 miles of interstate freeways, make things easier when trying to get to another side for traveling and easier for carrying supplies.
7. In 1960, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Iran, and Venezuela joined to form the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries, or OPEC. In the next two decades the OPEC’s stronghold on the Western economies would tighten to the point where no one could imagine it.
8. At the end of this decade there were many books that were being published and written about the times the authors were living in. New T.V. shows like “Leave It to Beaver” showing the perfect or almost perfect family or tradition housewife were also being brought.
Top 4 Themes

1. McCarthyism seemed like a way of taunting McCarthy instead of a bright campaign idea. It didn’t really help people realize that McCarthy was just for imperialism because they already seemed to know and were tired it, it just seemed like an excuse to poke fun at the other candidate.

2. Massive retaliation didn’t seem like a good idea because it led to stocking up of nuclear weapons and if other countries found that as a serious threat, we wouldn’t be here right now.

3. Women were becoming more and more independent, like taking jobs that used to belong to men without worrying or getting in trouble for it. “Leave It to Beaver” showed a great portrayal of a housewife and what it was like when things women were being suppressed.

4. When the Mexican government worried about the bracero program and the U.S. had to take out the immigrants, it seemed a little unnecessary because it would have been easier to pay some Americans to work there and help them out instead of clean out the immigrants.
The Stormy Sixties 

1960-1968 


John F. Kennedy was the new president, the youngest to ever be elected to office and also assembled one of the youngest cabinets which included his brother Robert Kennedy. He wanted to make a “New Frontier,” that was his challenge and goal. He worked very hard on “revitalizing the economy,” with the start of proposing the Peace Corps and trying to curb inflation. The construction of the Berlin wall came after many Soviet threats from Khrushchev in August of 1961. 


The Congo received their independence from Belgium and so did Laos from France but that didn’t go as smoothly as independence for the Congo. Flexible response was also created during Kennedy’s term. Kennedy was doing a pretty good job until he was shot by Lee Harvey Oswald on November 12, 1963. When Lyndon B. Johnson took over, he too wanted to help the economy but seemed to be more in favor of helping the people like the creation Civil Rights Act.   

This period worked in trying to get the peace between races established; it continued from the previous decade and continues until now. Discrimination is trying to be stopped and voting rights were passed. The voting rights act was didn’t really end discrimination at first but worked it way to it.

Top 8 People (Groups)
1. John F. Kennedy was the youngest president ever elected. He won the 1960 presidential election against Nixon. During his presidency, he sent the Green Beret (Marines) to Vietnam. He helped develop the Peace Corps. His foreign policy was Flexible Response. His domestic program was the New Frontier. He appointed his brother, Robert Kennedy as Attorney General which meant he dealt with the Civil Rights issue as well as other problems. John F. Kennedy was assassinated on Nov. 22, 1963.

2. Lyndon B. Johnson was Kennedy's vice president, and became president when Kennedy was assassinated. He escalated the war in Vietnam and the failure to win the war was blamed on him. Johnson had a great domestic policy called “The Great Society” and helped push for the passing of the civil rights act to end discrimination. He also issued all federal contractors to take “affirmative action” against discrimination.

3. Freedom Riders were people who spread out across the South to end segregation in facilities serving interstate bus passengers. A white mob torched a Freedom Ride bus near Anniston, Alabama in May 1961.  When southern officials proved unwilling to stop the violence, federal marshals were dispatched to protect the freedom riders.

4. Robert S. McNamara was the secretary of defense under Kennedy. He helped develop the flexible response policy. He was against the war in Vietnam and was removed from office because of this.
5. Charles de Gaulle was President of France; he was suspicious of American plans for Europe, and wanted to recapture the feeling of the Napoleonic era. He constantly vetoed actions by or in the interest of the U.S. that would increase their control in European affairs
6. Richard Nixon was elected President in 1968 and 1972 representing the Republican Party. He was responsible for getting the U.S. out of the Vietnam War using "Vietnamization", which was the withdrawal of 540,000 troops from South Vietnam for an extended period. He was also involved in Détente.
7. Lee Harvey Oswald was who assassinated President Kennedy while Kennedy was riding downtown Dallas, Texas Oswald was later shot in front of television cameras by Jack Ruby.
8. Barry Goldwater was the Republican senator from Arizona nominated on the Republican ticket for the Presidency in the election of 1964. He ran against Lyndon B. Johnson and lost the election.
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events 
1. New Frontier was the new programs introduced by President Kennedy in the early 1960's. These programs included the space program to the moon and the peace corp.
2. Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed by Congress in 1964 in honor of the late President Kennedy. This act banned racial discrimination in places such as hospitals and restaurants. This act also gave the government the power to desegregate schools. It led to the creation of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
3. Cuban Missile Crisis - in Oct. of 1962, U.S. intelligence confirmed reports that the U.S.S.R. was constructing missile launching sites in Cuba. President Kennedy rejected a full-scale attack and, instead, delivered a public ultimatum to the U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. backed down and the U.S. promised not to overthrow the Cuban government.
4. Bay of Pigs was when Kennedy was told that there were enough people in Cuba that would support an uprising, so he sent American troops along with Cuban exiles to the Bay of Pigs. When no one was there to support the raid, Kennedy withdrew air support. Therefore, Castro was able to defeat the uprising. This was Kennedy's big failure in his foreign policy.
5. Nuclear-test Ban Treaty of 1963 was when Kennedy and the Russians signed a pact prohibiting trial nuclear explosions in the atmosphere. This was signed following the Cuban missile crisis.
6. Voting Rights Act was passed in 1965, outlawed literacy tests and sent federal voter registrars into several Southern states. This act did not end discrimination and oppression overnight, but it helped blacks get a foothold on change.
7. Credibility Gap was the gap between the people and the government that grew as the people became disillusioned with the Vietnam war and Watergate
8. 24th Amendment was passed in1964 and abolished the poll tax in federal elections. This joined the blacks with the whites during the civil rights movement.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. Peace Corps was something Kennedy proposed in the beginning of his term. It was an army of idealistic and mostly youthful volunteers to bring American skills to underdeveloped countries.
2. Alliance of Progress was a Marshall Plan for Latin America that was suggested by President Kennedy to help the Good Neighbors close the gap between the rich and the poor and to help quiet the communist agitation. It was unsuccessful because there was little alliance and no progress
3. Cuban Missile Crisis in Oct. of 1962, U.S. intelligence confirmed reports that the U.S.S.R. was constructing missile launching sites in Cuba. President Kennedy rejected a full-scale attack and, instead, delivered a public ultimatum to the U.S.S.R. The U.S.S.R. backed down and the U.S. promised not to overthrow the Cuban government.
4. March on Washington which took place on August of 1963, Martin Luther King Jr. organized a massive protest on Washington, D.C. where he gave his "I have a dream" speech. The march was organized to protest racial discrimination and to demonstrate support for major civil-rights legislation that was pending in Congress.
5. Great Society was President Johnson's policy. It was a continuation of the democratic ideals of FDR's New Deal and Truman's Fair Deal. It was a war on poverty in which such issues as health care, education, and welfare were covered and increased in importance. 
6. Voting Rights Act was passed in 1965, outlawed literacy tests and sent federal voter registrars into several Southern states. This act did not end discrimination and oppression overnight, but it helped blacks get a foothold on change.
7. Tet Offensive which was the name given to a campaign in January 1968 by the Viet Cong to attack twenty-seven South Vietnamese cities, including Saigon. It ended in a military defeat for the Viet Cong, but at the same time, proved that Johnson’s “gradual escalation” strategy was not working, shocking an American public that believed the Vietnam conflict was a sure victory.
8. Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 abolished the “national origin” quota and doubled the number of immigrants allowed to enter the U.S. annually, to 290,000.
Top 8 Economic Events

1. New Frontier was the new programs introduced by President Kennedy in the early 1960's. These programs included the space program to the moon and the peace corp.
2. Kennedy had campaigned on the theme of revitalizing the economy after the recessions of the Eisenhower years.  To do this, the president tried to curb inflation. Kennedy rejected the advice of those who wished greater government spending and instead chose to stimulate the economy by cutting taxes and putting more money directly into private hands.
3. Great Society was President Johnson's policy. It was a continuation of the democratic ideals of FDR's New Deal and Truman's Fair Deal. It was a war on poverty in which such issues as health care, education, and welfare were covered and increased in importance. It crowned aid to education, medical care for the elderly and poor, immigration reform, and a new voting rights bill.
4. Office of Economic Opportunity which Congress doubled the approbation to $2 billion and granted more than $1 billion to refurbish Appalachia, which had been stagnating.
5. Medicare and Medicaid were new programs of 1965 that were installed, which have certain rights to the elderly in terms of medicine and health maintenance.
6. Immigration and Nationality of 1965 abolished the “national origin” quota and doubled the number of immigrants allowed to enter the U.S. annually, to 290,000.
7. The Department of Transportation and the Department of Housing and Urban Development were the first Black cabinet offices in the United States’ history that were created by Johnson.
8. Kennedy secured passage of the Trade Expansion Act in 1962, authorizing tariff cuts of up to 50% to promote trade with Common Market countries. The common market was what a group of countries that were able to trade with each other were called. 
Top 4 Themes

1. Flexible response was a great idea because whatever was coming at the U.S. would be matched with what we had planned. Planning is the best way to start off something and having a plan for every attack was a great plan.

2. Affirmative action was another great idea, which was brought by Johnson. It was about time the U.S. came up with a plan to stop discrimination, although it was too bad that it took so long for people to realize it or come up with a plan for it.

3. Helping the people rather than the economy was what went on for part of this decade. It wasn’t fixing the economy which would then lead to helping the people; the programs and benefits that were created were straight for the people. 
4. Children or the younger generation of this period of time experienced a lot of things such as sex and drugs which never really happened before. But after this, it never really seemed to go away because the younger generations of today are the same.

Stalemated Seventies 

1968-1980


The environment was some what of an issue and of course the people. Air Pollution and acts that dealt with nature and the environment were passed by congress during this decade. Wars were still being fought in Vietnam but that didn’t end so well for America because we had to withdraw from it instead of keep going. Many were killed and wounded and a lot of money had gone to this war. 
Richard Nixon was the president during this decade and what Nixon focused on was putting America’s foreign policy in order. He created Vietnamization, which was taking out 540,000 men out of the war while still supported the South Vietnamese in tying to win the war. There were many court cases during this decade; some brought up old court cases that they had to look over, others were on issues that needed to be fixed. 

During Carter’s reign in office, the economy went down. He chastised the American people of being a little spoiled when it came to energy, the American people just didn’t conserve as much as they should. Finally at the end of the decade we had to deal with Iran and Afghanistan. 

Top 8 People (Groups)
1. Jimmy Carter was Georgia's governor for four years before he was elected the dark-horse president of 1976, promising to never lie to the people. He was politically successful at first, but was accused of being isolated with Georgians after a while. His greatest foreign policy achievement was when he peacefully resolved Egypt and Israel relations in 1978.
2. Richard Nixon brought to the White House his broad knowledge and thoughtful expertise in foreign affairs. He applied himself to putting America’s foreign-policy in order.  President Nixon’s announced policy, called “Vietnamization,” was to withdraw the 540,000 U.S. troops in South Vietnam over an extended period. 
3. Daniel Ellsberg was a former employee of the Defense Department and gave the New York Times the "Pentagon Paper" which was information on how the US government got involved in Vietnam. Very embarrassing to the government.
4. Earl Warren was the Chief Justice who discussed taboo issues like black civil rights. He made the Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, which said that segregation in public schools was not equal. He conducted the investigation into Kennedy's assassination. Accepted the ruling of the lone gunman.
5. Gerald Ford was the first president to be solely elected by a vote from Congress. He entered the office in August of 1974 when Nixon resigned. He pardoned Nixon of all crimes that he may have committed. The Vietnam War ended in 1975, in which Ford evacuated merely 500,000 Americans and South Vietnamese from Vietnam. He closed the war.

6. Warren E. Burger was the Supreme Court justice during the Nixon administration. He was chosen by Nixon because of his strict interpretation of the Constitution. He presided over the extremely controversial case of abortion in Roe vs. Wade.
7. Pol Pot was a cruel dictator of Cambodia who later committed genocide of over 2 million people over a span of a few years.
8. George McGovern was a Senator from South Dakota who ran for President in 1972 on the Democrat ticket. His promise was to pull the remaining American troops out of Vietnam in ninety days which earned him the support of the Anti-war party, and the working-class supported him, also. He lost however to Nixon.
Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. Engel v. Vitale of 1962 and School District of Abington Township v. Schempp of 1963 were two cases that led to the Court ruling against required prayers and having the Bible in public schools, basing the judgment on the First Amendment, which separated church and state.
2. Nixon also expanded Great Society programs by increasing appropriations for Medicare and Medicaid, as well as Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), and created the Supplemental Security Income, which gave benefits to the indigent aged, blind, and disabled, and he raised Social Security.
3. The Clean Air Act of 1970 and the Endangered Species Act of 1973 both aimed at protecting and preserving the environment.
4. The Environmental Protection Agency was also created to help nature, as well as the Occupational health and Safety Administration also aimed to protect the environment.
5. Nixon Doctrine was created during the Vietnam War. It stated that the United States would honor its existing defense commitments, but in the future other countries would have to fight their own wars without support of American troops.
6. In April of 1970, police fired into an angry crowd of college students at Kent State University. Four students were killed and many others were wounded. The students were protesting against Nixon ordering US troops to seize Cambodia without consulting Congress.
7. In 1962, Rachel Carson boosted the environmental movement with her book Silent Spring, which exposed the disastrous effects of pesticides. Her book was so affective that by 1950, Los Angeles had an Air Pollution Control Office.
8.  The My Lai Massacre of 1968 was when American troops had brutally massacred innocent women and children in the village of My Lai, also led to more opposition to the war. 
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events

1. 26th Amendment of 1971 lowered the voting age to eighteen.
2. Griswold v. Connecticut of 1965 struck down a state law that banned the use of contraceptives, even by married couples, creating a “right to privacy.”
3.  Gideon v. Wainwright of 1963 ruled that all criminals were entitled to legal counsel, even if they were unable to afford it.
4. Reynolds vs. Sims of 1964 ruled that the state legislatures would be required to be reapportioned according to population.
5. Nixon’s Philadelphia Plan of 1969 required construction-trade unions working on the federal pay roll to establish “goals and timetables” for black employees. That plan changed the definition of “affirmative action” to include preferable treatment on groups, not individuals.
6. Détente which was a period of relaxed tension between the communist powers of the Soviet Union and China and the U.S. set up by Richard Nixon that established better relations between these countries to ease the Cold War. During this time the Anti-ballistic Missile treaty as well as the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks were set up to prevent nuclear war
7. President Nixon’s announced policy, called “Vietnamization,” was to withdraw the 540,000 U.S. troops in South Vietnam over an extended period. 
8. Strategic Arms Limitation Talks- A pact that served to freeze the numbers of long-range nuclear missiles for five years in 1972. This treaty between Nixon (U.S.), China, and the Soviet Union served to slow the arms race that had been going on between these nations since World War II.
Top 8 Economic Events

1. Nixon created the Supplemental Security Income which gave benefits to the poor aged, blind, and disabled.

2. Nixon also expanded Great Society programs by increasing appropriations for Medicare and Medicaid, as well as Aid to Families with Dependent Children.

3. Watergate Scandal occurred on June 17, 1972, five men working for the Republican Committee for the Re-election of the President were caught breaking into the Watergate Hotel and bugging rooms. There was a great scandal in which many prominent members of the president’s administration resigned.  Lengthy hearings proceeded, headed by Senator Sam Erving.  John Dean III testified of all the corruption, illegal activities, and scandal.
4. In November 1973, Congress passed the War Powers Act, requiring the president to report all commitments of U.S. troops to foreign exchanges within 48 hours.  A new feeling of “New Isolationism” that discouraged U.S. troops in other countries began to take hold, yet Nixon stood strong.
5. Nixon traveled to Moscow in May 1972, and the Soviets, wanting foodstuffs and alarmed over the possibility of a U.S.-China alliance against the U.S.S.R., made deals with America in which the U.S. would sell the Soviets at least $750 million worth of wheat, corn, and other cereals, thus ushering in an era of détente, or relaxed tensions

6. Lyndon B. Johnson’s spending on the Vietnam War and on his Great Society program also depleted the U.S. treasury, and this caused too much money in people’s hands and too little products to buy. Another thing was since the U.S. did not continue advancing, they were caught by the Japanese and the Germans in industries that the U.S. once dominated: steel, automobiles, consumer electronics.

7. Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries lifted the embargo in 1974 and then this oil cartel doubled their petroleum charges in 1979, helping American inflation rise well above 13%.
8. At the end of the Vietnam War, the estimated cost to America was $188 billion, with 56,000 dead and 300,000 wounded. America didn’t even continue in fighting the war, they withdrew and lost more than just a war.

Top 4 Themes
1. Fixing America’s foreign policy by using Vietnamization was a good plan but it didn’t seem very effective because it seemed to leave Americans at a loss in the end. It seemed like a plan to back out but hide it.

2. The Watergate Case would have been an easier thing to handle if it Nixon handed over the tapes to end the case. It also wouldn’t have made him look as bad.

3. The environment was put into perspective, people started to realize that the environment was important and passed acts for that too. Although it seems that we only seem to figure out something is wrong when it is written in a book like Silent Springs.

4. The economy began to sink during this period, not as bad as during the Great Depression but it sank and energy seemed to be being used up a lot. Americans are spoiled when it comes to energy and money, which is why the economy seems to sink and the complaining, seems to continue.
Makers of America – The Vietnamese 

The Resurgence of Conservatism

1974-1990
Conservatism became popular because Reagan and Bush were both Conservatives and did a great job in helping the economy. Although Reagan brought a recession to the economy because of his supply side economics that he thought would work tremendously, he was wrong it just backfired to the worst recession since the Great Depression. 

There were also a couple meetings between Gorbachev and Reagan which showed the friendship between the two of them and the alliance between the Soviets and the U.S. Most of the time Soviets and the U.S. weren’t on the same side when it came to wars so it showed the coming together of two opposing countries. 


The ending of the Cold War happened during this time as well because communism fell in many of the countries it was strong in plus the tearing down of the Berlin Wall symbolized the tearing down of the Cold War. No more divisions and isolations between the countries anymore, communism was no longer a problem to worry too much about. 

Top 8 People
1. Ronald Reagan was first elected president in 1980 and elected again in 1984. He ran on a campaign based on the common man and "populist" ideas. During his presidency he developed Reaganomics. 
2. Neoconservatives were a small of thinkers who supported Ronald Regan. They encouraged traditional values, individualism, and the centrality of the family.
3. George H. W. Bush did things that dealt with civil rights and desegregating the public during his term of office. While Reagan was in office, Bush was his Vice President.
4. Mikhail Gorbachev was the new leader of the Soviets. He announced two new Soviet policies: glasnost, or “openness,” which aimed to introduce free speech and political liberty to the Soviet Union, and perestroika, or “restructuring,” which meant that the Soviets would adopt free-market economies similar to those in the West.
5. Boll weevils were Democrats who abandoned their positions of Democrats to the Republican side.
6. Sandinistas were a group of leftists that had taken over the Nicaraguan government, of turning the country into a forward base from which Communist forces could invade and conquer all of Latin America.
7. James Watt was part of the cabinet but resigned because of his stupidity, more specifically telling an insulting ethnic joke. He really didn’t care about the government and wanted to drill oil in scenic places.
8. Corazon Aquino ousted the Filipino dictator Ferdinand Marcos and ordered a lightning raid on Libya in 1986 in retaliation for Libya’s state-sponsored terrorist attacks, and began escorting oil tankers through the Persian Gulf during the Iran-Iraq War.


Top 8 Social/Cultural Events

1. Tearing down of the Berlin Wall was a very important thing because it symbolized the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Communism in most of the countries that it started in.

2. Solidarity Movement was when the Soviets got a hold of Poland’s massive union. The U.S. gave the Soviets economic sanctions for it showing that they deserved a reward and that they’re friends.
3. Webster v. Reproductive Health Service seriously compromised protection of abortion rights after the Roe vs. Wade had legalized abortion
4. American with Disabilities Act was a landmark law that banned discrimination against citizens with disabilities.
5. In Tiananmen Square, China thousands of students were protesting but were brutally crushed by Chinese tanks and armed forces.
6. Glasnost which meant “openness,” and aimed to introduce free speech and political liberty to the Soviet Union
7. In the Planned Parenthood vs. Casey court case the Court ruled that states couldn’t restrict access to abortion as long as they didn’t place an “undue burden” on the woman.
8. In the Milliken vs. Bradley case of 1974, the Supreme Court ruled that desegregation plans could not require students to move across school-district lines. 
Top 8 Political/Ideological Events

1. Iran releases American hostages, who have been in captivity for 444 days, on the day of Reagan’s inauguration. 
2. When Israel invaded Lebanon in 1982 to destroy guerilla bases Reagan sent U.S. forces as part of an international peace-keeping force, but when a suicide bomber crashed a bomb-filled truck into U.S. army barracks on October 23, 1983, it killed over 200 marines; Reagan had to withdraw troops, though he miraculously suffered no political damage. 

3. In October 1983, Reagan sent troops to Grenada, where a military coup had killed the prime minister and brought Marxists to power to crush the rebels.
4. Gorbachev-Bush meetings established a friendship between the U.S. and the Soviets, who have been rivals more than allies. It also set forth plans of keeping things as peaceful and easy to manage as possible.
5. Tearing down of the Berlin Wall was a very important thing because it symbolized the end of the Cold War and the collapse of Communism in most of the countries that it started in.

6. Strategic Defense Initiative which was also known as Star Wars, proposed a system of lasers that could fire from space and destroy any nuclear weapons fired by Moscow before they hit America. Many experts considered this impossible as well as upsetting to the “balance of terror” because they could always retaliate.
7. Glasnost which meant “openness,” and aimed to introduce free speech and political liberty to the Soviet Union
8. James Watt tried to stop the Environmental Protection Agency and permit oil drilling in scenic places because he really didn’t about the environment so tried to stop the only thing in his way but never pulled it off because he resigned knowing he wasn’t exactly fit for being part of cabinet. 
Top 8 Economic Events

1. Reaganomics which was the “trickling down” effect of government incentives and the widening of the gap between the rich and the poor.
2. The object of supply side economics was to lower individual taxes, almost eliminate federal estate taxes, and create new tax-free savings plans for small investors. But it backfired and ended in recession.
3. 508-point stock market plunge which occurred on October 19, 1987, the stock market fell 508 points, sparking fears of the end of the money culture.
4. Recession was said to be caused by “tight money” policies that had led to the recession, and Reagan and his advisors sat out the storm, waiting for a recovery that seemed to come in 1983. Another possibility was that supply side didn’t help as much as it was supposed to, meaning it backfired causing this.
5. Savings and Loans Institution with this operation, Reagan had to order a $500 million rescue operation because the federal budget and the international trade deficit continued to soar while falling oil prices hurt housing values in the Southwest, damaging this program.
6. Perestroika which meant “restructuring.” The Soviets would adopt free-market economies similar to those in the West.
7. Common Wealth of Independent States was another thing the ended the Cold War. Boris Yeltsin stopped a military coup that tried to dislodge Gorbachev, then took over Russia when the Soviet Union fell and disintegrated into the Commonwealth of Independent States
8. Reagan did triumph in containing the welfare state by incurring debts so large that future spending would be difficult, thus prevent any more welfare programs from being enacted successfully.
Top 4 Themes 

1. The topic of race was a burning issue again. There was yet another case that dealt with desegregation and “white flight” was an issue again. “White flight” got poorest whites and poorest blacks in violent disputes against each other. Race shouldn’t be a problem anymore, everyone should have learned from the mistakes of others by now.

2. Economic problems rose again, so far that the recession that happened in this decade was the worst since the Great Depression. His theory of supply side economics backfired which caused this recession. Well thought out planning probably wouldn’t have gotten the U.S. in this recession, and he also sounded very sure of himself with his Reaganomics. 

3. There were many talks or meetings between Gorbachev and Reagan and within one of these meetings they signed the IFN treaty which banned all intermediate-range nuclear missiles from Europe. They became friends after the last meeting in 1988. Two big leaders, whose countries were once fighting against each other getting along is a big benefit for a lot of the world because allies grow and rivals lessen.
4. Abortion became a some what important issue during this decade. A pretty important issue because cases dealt with it sometimes. Abortion isn’t something that should be discussed, it’s not a good thing but the blame is on the woman and who she had sex with, they’re just punishing the unborn child.
