          Final Exam: Evaluating Web Resources 
Part 1 

a. Study the Web Evaluation Checklist 

http://www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/evaluating_web.htm 

Write briefly about why you think evaluating a website is important. In your opinion, is it more important in some cases than in others? Give some examples. 
The Internet has a lot to offer, but not all sources are equally valuable or reliable. Some information are untested, so the internet can very well be an unregulated medium. For example, there are websites which have old data, and biased information. As such, we need to evaluate a website.

When you need an accurate information for your business or academic work, you need to pay more attention to its quality. Especially, information for science, technology, and business ages quickly. Therefore, you should be careful when you find latest data for your work. 

b. After familiarizing yourself with the checklist, click on each of the following two sites, and use the list to help you answer the questions, "Which site is more reliable as a reference and why?" 

Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement 

http://www.smokingsection.com/issues1.html 

Tobacco Control Archives 

http://www.library.ucsf.edu/tobacco/index.html 

I compared those two sites using the list of  Web Evaluation Checklist.

Authority
Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement is a personal webpage whereas Tobacco Control Archives is a part of  “Collections & Resources” of  digital library of  University of  California, San Francisco. You should be careful when you use the information from a personal webpage.

Purpose
Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement doesn’t express its purpose exactly, but all of articles of this website is against Anti-smoking. 

Tobacco Control Archives says their purpose in the first page. It says “To collect, preserve, and provide access to papers, unpublished documents, and electronic resources relevant to tobacco control issues.”
Current? 
Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement was built in 1994 and 1995, and it doesn’t have information on last update.

The last update of Tobacco Control Archives was in 9 April 2003. 

But, you should remember that a recent date doesn't necessarily mean the information is current.
Objectivity vs. bias
All of articles of Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement are against Anti-smoking, whereas Tobacco Control Archives provides various articles not concerning the author’s view. 

Support
Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement doesn’t have bibliography at all. Visitors can know only the title of article.

Tobacco Control Archives provides exact source of their information. 

Others

Appropriate interactivity is available with Tobacco Control Archives. They have sections such as “Ask a question about Tobacco Control Archives” and “frequently Asked Qustions”. Essays on the Anti-Smoking Movement on provide the e-mail address of the author. 

Conclusion: Tobacco Control Archives is more reliable as a reference.
c. What is the purpose of this site? Is it objective? 

Teenage Health Teaching Modules 

http://www2.edc.org/THTM/index.html 

This site is about Teenage Health Teaching Modules (THTM). It introduces THTM, and produces purchase information. The ultimate object of this site is advertising their products, so the content is somewhat subjective. It is focusing on showing THTM’s successfulness, uniqueness and high quality. 
d. Do you think this site fulfills its intended purpose? Give examples that support your opinion. 

http://zapatopi.net/afdb.html 

I think that this site doesn’t fulfill its purpose. The effect of AFDB, mind control protection, is really attractive, and AFDB doesn’t cost much money. However, it failed to persuade viewers. Even it provides well-organized content such as how to build a AFDB and several usage of AFDB, it doesn’t say much about AFDB’s effect. Real story of users who experienced the effect of AFDB or recommendation of doctors are not provided. I couldn’t find any authenticity of AFDB on this page. 

Part 2 

Look at the URLs that you have used as resources for your web site. Choose two of these referenced sites, one that you think is highly dependable and one that is less reliable. Tell why you think as you do.
1. Jeju Teddy Bear Museum

http://www.teddybearmuseum.com/
2. Kat’s Collectables

http://www.katscollectables.com/Teddy_Bears/Articles/Judy/
For the content of the section such as “Special Teddy Bear” I surfed lots of teddy bear sites, but there’s no site which has information of the smallest teddy bear and the largest teddy bear, etc. Most of the site was for selling their teddy bears and presenting the pictures of their teddy bears. However, Jeju Teddy Bear Museum has collections of the smallest teddy bear and the most expensive teddy bear in the world. And their website presents introduction of these teddy bears. The information of museum has authority, so the information of Jeju Teddy Bear Museum was very valuable for my research.

I wanted to make “teddy bear articles” section, but I changed my plan, because I couldn’t find good source for this page. The origin of teddy bear of Kat’s Collectables was helpful for the content of  “History of Teddy Bear”, but some articles of this site was not suitable for the “teddy bear articles”. There was author’s name and introduction, but it was too short and doesn’t give me trust. Moreover, her story was too personal. So, I didn’t use the article of the site. 

Part 3 

What do you think are important considerations in planning the design of a web site? How did you apply these in planning the design of your site?
The design of a web site is very important. The Internet is a visual medium, and there are countless websites can be accessed by viewers. So, if the design of a website is bad, no one will visit that site again. Moreover, a website has lots of information. If the structure of a page is not well organized, visitor will have problems finding what they want. Especially, links should be arranged neatly. For this reason I made another table on the left side for the links of teddy bear, and gave it different color. And to let visitors know the theme of my website easily, I made another table which has title of my website, “Teddy Bear Maniac by junghyo” on the upper side of every pages. In addition, I tried to match the color of background and the color of texts. And every links have same color, yellow. And viewers feel bored if there are lots of sentences without graphics, so I put related cartoon and pictures with the explanation. 
