                        ◀ Treasure Hunt▶
1. Find some biographical information about your favorite movie star. 
   I found a biography of my favorite movie star, Leonardo Dicaprio. 
a. Copy some brief, biographical information and paste it to your answers document. 
http://www.cinema-stars.com/dicaprio/Biography.htm
Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio was born on November 11, 1974 to George and Irmalin DiCaprio in Los Angeles, CA. He received his first name after swiftly kicking his mother from inside her womb as she admired a Leonardo DaVinci painting in the Uffizi. Leonardo DiCaprio is mix of Italian and German. His mother is is a German while his father is an Italian. Leonardo was the only child of Irmalin and George. Unfortunately, his parents were divorced since his first year of birth. However, both of his parents supported his acting career. His father screens the scripts while his mother handles finance.
Leonardo was educated at the Center for Enriched Studies and John Marshall High School, both in LA. He often cheated in school (especially in math), and seemed more interested in entertaining his classmates than in doing his homework. But his troubles concentrating in school didn't stifle his acting dreams.
Leo's acting debut was on the television show Romper Room, at age five. Unfortunately, he was kicked off the show for his uncontrollable behavior. He recalled, "I was the nuttiest little kid, I'd smack the camera and jump around. They couldn't control me."
At the age of ten, he was rejected by an agent for having the wrong haircut. The agent even suggested him to change his name to Lenny Williams. That day on his way home from the casting call, he cried to his father, "Dad, I really want to become an actor, but if this is what it's all about I don't want to do it." Leo remembered that his father putting his arm around him and said, "Someday, Leonardo, it will happen for you. Remember these words. Just relax."
He was finally signed at the age of fourteen, and struggled to break into the movie industry through obscure commercials and educational films such as "How to Deal With a Parent Who Takes Drugs" and "Mickey's Safety Club." DiCaprio took part in over thirty commercials in all, and eventually procured guest appearances on such television shows as "Lassie", "The Outsiders", "Roseanne", and "Parenthood." Though he was cast in his first movie in 1991, Leo would rather forget his minor and embarrassing contribution to "Critters III" altogether. 
At sixteen, he finally landed a successful, regular role as a homeless boy in the teen sitcom "Growing Pains" that lasted for a year. Though only a small part, Leo's performance proved he had great potential; he easily out-performed the rest of the cast. His big break was undoubtedly his leading role as Tobias Wolff in "This Boy's Life."
Though Leo's natural, brilliant performance in this "coming of age" movie didn't hit home at the box office, he gained instant recognition as a talented rising actor. Leo received a few prestigious awards for his performance and herein began his rise to fame.
Now given the opportunity to be picky about his roles, Leo chooses them carefully. He welcomes help from his father in sifting through the facile, mainstream roles most actors gleefully accept. Leo has turned down such commercially popular roles as Robin in "Batman Forever," and continues to look for the more challenging "dark roles."
   b. Use your summarizing skills to type this information directly below the information that you copied and pasted.
  Leonardo Wilhelm DiCaprio was born on November 11, 1974 in Los Angeles, CA. His mother named him after Leonardo DaVinci. Although his parents separated shortly after his birth, his mother and father remain an important part of his career.
Leonardo wasn’t a good student at school, but showed a talent for entertaining. He was cast in Romper Room, at age five. Unfortunately, his uncontrollable behavior got him booted off the set. At the age of ten, he felt discouraged when an agent rejected him for having the wrong haircut. He was finally signed at the age of fourteen, and took part in over 30 commercials and found parts in educational films and on TV shows. He was cast in a regular role at the age of sixteen. It was on the "Growing Pains”, and he showed great potential in this TV show. His big break came with the cast in "This Boy's Life.”
  Though Leo's performance in this movie didn't hit home at the box office, he gained instant recognition as a talented rising actor. Now given the opportunity to be choosy about his roles, he continues to look for the more challenging roles. 
2. Where is the world's largest rain forest? What are two facts that you find interesting or upsetting about it? Include the URL of the site where you found your information.
 The world's largest rain forest is the Amazon rain forest. It extends across Brazil and parts of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia, Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname, and French Guiana. ① I was astonished to know that the Amazon extends for more than a million square miles across the South American continent, crosses eight countries. ② And, what annoyed me was that nearly 7,800 square miles of Amazon forest are ruined each year, an area about the size of New Jersey.
http://www.gridclub.com/fact_gadget/1001/human_world/south_america/793.html
http://www.worldwildlife.org/amazon/saving.htm
3. Find the name of an environmental organization that is concerned with preserving endangered species. What are two endangered species? Include the URL of the site where you found your information.
Endangered Wildlife Trust is an environmental organization that is concerned with preserving endangered species. 

http://www.ewt.org.za/about.htm
Tiger (Panthera tigris) and Giant Panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) are endangered species.
http://www.endangeredspecie.com/specieprofile.htm
4. Find six different kinds of chocolate and list them, along with the name of the site(s) and URL(s) where you found your answers.
① DARK Chocolate, ② MILK Chocolate, ③ WHITE Chocolate, ④ COMPOUND Chocolate, ⑤ FLAVOURED Chocolate, ⑥AERATED Chocolate
THE CHOCOLATE WRAPPERS MUSEUM
http://mujweb.atlas.cz/www/chocolate/En/chocolate.htm
5. Who wrote the following books or stories, and when? Describe each work in one or two sentences: 
The ABC Murders 
This book was written by Agatha Christie in 1936. It is also known as The Alphabet Murders.

Bleak House 
This book was written by Charles Dickens from 1852 to 1853. This particular story represents the highest point of his intellectual maturity.

The Firm 
The Firm was written by John Grisham in 1993. It’s the story of a law school grad recruited by a firm with mob connections. 
For Whom the Bell Tolls 
The author of this book is Ernest Hemingway, and it was written in 1940. This book is a classic novel about love and death during the Spanish Civil War.
Get Shorty 
Get Shorty was written by Elmore Leonard in 1991. 

Great Expectations 
The author is Charles Dickens, and it was written in 1861. Great Expectations is Charles Dickens's most autobiographical novel.
Gone With the Wind
This book was written by Margaret Mitchell in 1936. It’s a story about the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Moby Dick 
Moby Dick which is Herman Melville's peerless allegorical masterpiece was written in 1851. 
The Murder on the Orient Express 

The author of the Murder on the Orient Express is Agatha Christie, and it was written in 1934. 

The Sun Also Rises 
The author of this book is Ernest Hemingway, and it was written in 1926. This is the story of expatriate Americans and British in Paris between the wars.
6. Write the names and URLs of two English language sites for your favorite singer. Which site is better in your opinion, and why?
  Here are two sites of my favorite singer, Britney Spears. 
① BSUnlimited.org
 http://www.bsunlimited.org/
② Britney Spears WEB

http://www.britneyspears-web.com/index.html
I want to recommend Britney Spears WEB site to the Britney fans. This site is very neat that you can easily know where you are. It provides her music, biography, and various information which Britney fans want to know about. BSUnlimited.org, however, is not easy to search around. First, links are too small. Next, design of this site is a little bit disorganized. And, too many pictures and small character in the home page doesn’t look good. So, I think that Britney Spears WEB is better than BSUnlimited.org.
7. Name two famous anthropologists. What does an anthropologist do? Include the URL of the site or sites where you found your information.

① Margaret Mead and Ruth Benedict are famous anthropologists.
② Anthropologists study all humans at all times, and with all dimensions of humanity.
In detail, they may study the way of life, archaeological remains, language, or physical characteristics of people at all time in various parts of the world. Some compare the customs, values, and social patterns of different cultures.
http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocos054.htm
8. Find sites for six different kinds of sports. Write the kind of sport, the name of the site and each URL.
  ① football 
FootballMatchups.com

     http://football-matchups.com/
② basketball
   WNBA

   http://www.wnba.com/
③ ice hockey
   Pro Ice Hockey
   http://proicehockey.about.com
④ cricket
Cricketworld
   http://www.cricketworld.com.com
⑤ rafting
Rafting in the Smokies
http://www.raftinginthesmokies.com/
⑥ snowboard
Transworld Snowboarding.com 
http://www.transworldsnowboarding.com/snow/
9. Write the names and URLs of two sites that give information about an interesting place for tourists. Which site is better in your opinion, and why?
① Peter M. Geiser's Hotel and Travel Guide –CHINA
http://www.pmgeiser.ch/china/
② Lonely Planet World Guide-Destination China  

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/north_east_asia/china/
Those two sites feature information about trip to China. I think that the first site, Peter M. Geiser's Hotel and Travel Guide-CHINA, is better than the second one, Lonely Planet World Guide-Destination China. Peter M. Geiser's Hotel and Travel Guide covers many places of China with maps, and information of hotels and restaurants. The site of Lonely Planet World Guide is neat to search, but they cover only some famous places of China. In addition, they don't present any pictures or images of the places. Therefore, I want to recommend the first site to anyone who is planning to go to China.
10. Where did the phrase "Kilroy was here" come from? Write the name of the site where you found your information and its URL.
I found three main possible origins for “Kilroy was here”.

① Kilrory was a mysterious soldier who wandered all over the world scribbling the phrase “Kilroy was here” wherever a flat surface presented itself. Clearly, the graffiti were scrawled by thousands of different soldiers, not a single one named Kilroy.
② James J. Kilrory of Quincy, Massachusetts was an inspector at the Bethlehem Steel shipyard, and used a yellow crayon to write “Kilrory was here” on items that he had inspected. Later the graffiti became a common sight around the shipyard. 
③ A Sergeant Francis Kilroy of the US Army Air Transport Command who scribbled the immortal phrase on boxes that were to be shipped abroad. Again, the phrase was picked up by other GIs and extended to everywhere. 
Wordorigins.org       http://www.wordorigins.org
11. What are two good international news sites in English? What is today's headline story in each? 
① Economist.com 

A new world order 
Apr 17th 2003
How international relations will evolve in the aftermath of the war in Iraq, is far more difficult to judge. As the world's only superpower, America has now clearly demonstrated its convincing military superiority. However, it does not mean that America can act without any regard to the interests and wishes of others. America needs good relations with the rest of the world, and especially with its key strategic allies. There were tensions between America and Europe. Without exception, painful arguments took place at the United Nations before the invasion of Iraq. In conclusion, how America and Europe patch up their differences will largely determine the future shape of international relations. 
② WashingtonPost.com
   SARS Coverup Spurs A Shakeup in Beijing 
   Apr 20th 2003
The mayor of Beijing and the minister of health were removed from their Communist Party posts today for failing to deal with the spread of SARS in China. SARS is believed to have originated in China in November. China has been criticized for failing to take steps against the disease, not warning other countries about it and covering up the extent of its spread. Worldwide, SARS has killed at least 203 people and infected more than 3,800. Today, China acknowledged a substantial increase in infected patients, to 1,807 cases and 79 deaths. The official New China News Agency reported that the mayor of Beijing, Meng Xuenong, and the minister of health, Zhang Wenkang, had been ousted from their party posts, the first step in their dismissal from their government jobs. Despite the new openness, the work ahead for the central government will be arduous.
