 Internet Use Survey

( How often and in what ways do you use the Internet in your other classes? Do you find articles, access databases, download graphics and multimedia files, or surf pages related to your topic of research?
( Do you use the Net for other classes? If so, which are they? Describe the course and how you used the Net for whatever assignment or project. Be specific.
Yes, I use the Net for the English Reading Workshop class. In this course, we read various forms and styles of reading materials and perform activities that help practice the appropriate use of skills and strategies for efficient reading. Last week I prepared a presentation which is leading the class in reading and comprehension check-up. The assigned article for me was about the war on Iraq. For this presentation, I searched the Net to collect background knowledge about this war. I used www.yahoo.com to get the information of the author of that article and to download his picture. And I used http://www.m-w.com/ to find meanings of difficult words. To help my classmates expand their vocabulary, I used http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com to make  crossword puzzles. When I’d made my handout for this presentation I sent it to the professor by e-mail, and the professor’s feedback of my handout was also given by e-mail. Moreover, there is a cyber campus for this class. I uploaded the answers of the comprehension check-up after the presentation. The professor uploads the lecture files, and the students can share information through this cyber campus. 

( How helpful was the Net? Was it more useful than if you had used conventional means, e.g., finding books and periodicals in the library? 
The Net was really helpful. Finding information through the Net saves my time and effort. I don’t need to go to the library, find books, and copy them. Besides, if somebody has lent out the book I want, I have to wait until the book is returned. However, the access to the information of the Net is not limited. And it provides efficient tools like puzzlemaker, which I used for the presentation in the English Reading Workshop class. On the other hand, some informaion of the Net are unreliable. So you should be careful when you use the information from the Net. To get highly qualified information, I think that we’d better use the information from the library with the information from the Net. 

( Would it help if core classes in your major, or general education classes at Ewha were online?
Lecturing online has many good points. Students are free from the fixed classes and can easily communicate with the professor and classmates. However, I prefer offline class to online class. I think what we could get from the class is not only the academic knowledge but also the interpersonal relationship. But it’s hard to build close relationship through the online class. Moreover, we’ll have many problems because of the defect of the technology. Even though scientific technique has developed a lot, it’s often beyond control. Therefore, I think online class can’t substitute offline class. 

( Would you like to see other English or other language courses online? If so, what would they be?

  It would be helpful to have other English or other language courses online, because we can use multimedia for various activities and get feedbacks from the professor easily. However, I think that courses which are totally provided with online are not good. To learn foreign language, conversational opportunity is essential and making an oral presentation in front of the whole class is really helpful. Therefore, using the Internet for secondary activities would be great. 

