1. Describe how to do an advanced search in AltaVista or Google. Do not write out a comparison of two advanced searches. Use specific examples as you describe how to do an advanced search using just one of the engines. The examples you use should be related to the theme of your web site so that you can use them in some way on your site. 
Advanced search is very useful in getting precise results. I’ll describe how to do an advanced search using AltaVista. To find the Web pages you want with AltaVista Advanced Web search, you can use either the query builder or the free-form Boolean box. First, let’s look into the query builder. Query builder allows you to create powerful queries easily by entering words into a combination of text boxes. For example, if I want to find web pages containing ‘teddy bear’ and ‘picnic’, I need to fill the all of these words box with ‘teddy bear’ and ‘picnic’. To get the information for the section of ‘History of Teddy Bear’, I filled the this exact phrase box with ‘history of teddy bear’. You can use none of these words box to omit documents that contain specific words from your results. Next, what can you do with the free-form Boolean box? This box allows you to enter complex queries using special search terms. Special search terms contain ‘AND’, ‘OR’, ‘AND NOT’, ‘NEAR’, ‘anchor:text’, ‘domain:domainname’, ‘title:text’, ‘url:text’, and so on. For instance, for the section of ‘Teddy Bear for kids’ which contains separate pages such as ‘arts’, ‘games’, ‘songs’, I typed in ‘teddy bear AND (arts OR games OR songs)’ into the box. This finds documents with the words ‘teddy bear and arts’ or ‘teddy bear and games’ or ‘teddy bear and songs’ or all of them. In addition, to get the information for the section of ‘Special Teddy Bear’ which is introducing “which teddy bear is most expensive?”, and “which teddy bear is the smallest?” , I filled the box with ‘teddy bear NEAR expensive’ and ‘teddy bear NEAR smallest’. The term, NEAR, finds documents containing both specified words or phrases within 10 words of each other. I also used ‘image:teddybear’ to find pages with images called teddybear. Under the free-form Boolean box, there is the Sort by box which tells AltaVista how to rank the results. Pages containing your Sort By words will be listed highest. Moreover, with Date tool you can specify a time range in which Web pages were created of modified. And you can search within a specified site by filling only this host or URL box with the top-level URL. 

Next, tell which engine (Google or Alta Vista) you find user-friendlier, and describe its features. This does involve a comparison, but not a detailed one. When comparing the engines, focus on their features. Don't just make general statements about them. 
Both Google and Alta Vista have similar features such as language tool, and some Boolean searching like OR, but I think that AltaVista is more user–friendlier. First, Boolean search of AltaVista is better than the one of Google. AltaVista accepts AND NOT, NEAR, and (  ) in the advanced search whereas Google does not. For truncation AltaVista uses *, but Google does not support wildcard searches. Google’s this feature is to provide the most accurate result, but I think that truncation is very useful as surfing the Web. However, you can use * as wildcard in phrase searches. As other search options, AltaVista is case-sensitive whereas Google is not, and you can use natural language with Altavista. Google has strengths, too. For fields, Google is more subdivided. For instance, Google supports special operators such as ‘allintitle:’, ‘intitle’, ‘allinurl:’, and ‘inurl’ whereas AltaVista supports ‘title:’ and ‘url:’. In addition, Google is good for ranking results based on number of Web pages linked from. And by putting a "+" sign or putting quotation marks before words, you can search common or stop words.

2. 
a. Choose one of the meta-search engines to study in detail. Read about it on our chart and on the engine's site, and describe the features in your own words. 
I’ll describe the features of Ixquick, one of the powerful meta-search engines. Meta- search engines send search terms to the databases of other search engines. Ixquick searches AllTheWeb, MSN, AltaVista, HotBot, Excite, Yahoo, and so on. With Ixquick you can do basic and advanced searches. Ixquick is powerful in Boolean search, because it accepts any search operators which other search engines use. For instance, Ixquick understands modifiers such as AND, OR, NOT, AND NOT, “ “, +, -. Ixquick also knows which search engines can handle wildcards. Ixquick allows you to do Meta-search for special categories like MP3 files, News, Pictures. In addition, there’s ‘highlight feature’ under each search result. If you click on this, users can see the Web page with the information they searched on the upper side. Moreover, Ixquick eliminates duplicates. As for other strength, Ixquick has Star System which is ranking website containing highly valuable information with multiple stars.

b. Use this meta-search engine to find information related to the theme of your web site. Describe your search procedure. What operators did you type in the query box and why? Describe the results of your search. Be sure to list the name or names of sites where you found useful information and their URLs.
My Web site has the section of ‘Teddy Bear poetry’. To get the information for this section, I typed ‘teddy bear + (poetry OR poem)’ in the query box. A plus (+) has same function with AND. Therefore, ‘teddy bear + (poetry OR poem)’ finds documents with the words ‘teddy bear and poetry’ or ‘teddy bear and poem’ or both. By this search I found useful site containing teddy bear poems. The name of this site is ‘Angel of  Poetry’, and the URL is 

http://www.galaxymall.com/religion/angelofpoetry/teddy_bear_poems.html.

 To find articles about teddy bear, I clicked ‘News’, one of the categories which Ixquick is presenting, and typed ‘teddy bear’ in the box. However, there was no result, so I just filled the query box with ‘teddy bear AND article’ without activating ‘News’ button. Finally, I found an article from ‘Teddy Bear Collecting’. The URL of this site is 

http://www.katscollectables.com/Teddy_Bears/Articles/Judy/
3. Which of the following search engines do NOT allow you to use truncation? 
-Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot, Academic Info 
Google, AllTheWeb,and Academic Info do not allow users to use truncation.

4. Which of the following search engines require you to use capitalization in Boolean searches? 
-Google, AllTheWeb, AltaVista, HotBot 
AltaVista and HotBot require users to use capitalization in Boolean searches 

5. How are asterisks used in Google phrase searching?
 Asterisk (*) can be used as wildcard for unspecified words in phrase searches. For example. "whatever * * * island"
6. Describe how you would type a search to find the following information. Type exactly what you would in the query box of a specific engine (keywords and search operators). Use two different engines for EACH of the following searches. This means you will use a total of eight (8) different engines. Be sure to test your answer to verify that it returns the desired results. 

 a. Information about Chihuahua dogs but not Mexico. 
Excite

Keywords and search operators-Chihuahua dog – Mexico
HotBot

Keywords and search operators:-Chihuahua dog NOT Mexico
 b. Information about how to make ice cream at home. 
Ask Jeeves 

Keywords and search operators-"how to make ice cream at home?"
AltaVista

Keywords and search operators-"how to make ice cream at home?"
c. Web pages with Ireland in the Web page titles. 
AllTheWeb

Keywords and search operators-title:Ireland

OpenDirectory

Keywords and search operators-t:Ireland

d. Web pages with Samsung in the Web page URLs.
Yahoo

Keywords and search operators-u:Samsung

Google

Keywords and search operators-inurl: Samsung
7. Tell in your own words what "stop words" are. 
Stop words are common words which occur frequently. ‘And’, ‘or’, ‘in’, ‘of’, ‘where’, and ‘how’ are examples for stop words. These stop words tend to slow down the speed of search, so they are often excluded when entered as search terms.

8. When does Google search common stop words?
By putting a "+" sign before words, you can let Google search stop words. At this time, you should include a space before the "+" sign. Another method for doing this is putting them in quotes. 

9. What are "related searches" called on the following search engines? 
Google-Similar pages.

AllTheWeb

AltaVista-Related Pages

HotBot
10. Which of the subject directories on our chart is most useful to you in finding information related to your website or major, and why? Be sure to include this information on your site either under the About Me section or in some other way.
Open Directory is most useful to me in finding information related to the theme of my website, Teddy Bear. Some academic subject directories like ‘Academic Info’ do not have suitable category for Teddy Bear. On the other hand, Open Directory has ‘Recreation’ category. Moreover, it has category for Kids which would be very useful for my website, because my website has a section of ‘Teddy Bear for Kids’. In addition, with using various modifiers I can find information more easily in Open Directory. And, Open Directory is user–friendlier. At the bottom of the search results page, several search engines are linked. As users click on the next engine link, search terms go to that search engine, so you don’t need to type search terms again. 
11. What is the Invisible Web and why would you use it? [image: image1.png]



What is the Invisible Web?

The Invisible Web consists of any resource accessible via Internet that you are unable to retrieve with a general search engine. Search engine results are retrieved by search engine spiders or robots. If the information that you want is in a source that the spider has not crawled, you will not retrieve it. Invisible Web resources include:
( Some file formats (PDF, Flash, Microsoft documents, streaming media), though more of these are finding their way to the Visible Web 
( Intranet resources 
( Most real-time data (flight information, weather, stock quotes) 
( Web pages created with scripts (cgi, javascript, asp, or most pages with a "?" in the URL) 
( Web accessible databases 
( Fee-based or licensed resources 
( Newly added pages 

Why would you use the Invisible Web?

( The Invisible Web often contains research-based and specialized information not found on general search engines. 
( Information tends to be of a higher quality because tapping into specialized resources 

( Estimates are that the Invisible Web is 2-500 times larger than the Visible Web, and often Invisible Web resources are of higher quality than their Visible Web counterparts.
