Was Robert E Lee overrated as a General? 


I like to start off admitting that Robert Lee was an amazing strategist, some of his tactics are just phenomeno. And I can totally see why he had the respect that he did from the southerners, and he was a brilliant commander. But the question is, Robert Lee as a General? In this respect, I think Rober Lee may not have been as brilliant as some people have suggested. If we’d compare the civil war to the revolutionary war, the south was playn a defensive position, the altimate goal is to warn the offense out. Let them realize that they have more important things to worry about. And General Lee missed that point. 

If you turn to page 331, you can see that, at certain battles, on the surface, General Lee may have lost less men, but he actually lost a greater percentage of his army. Even some of the battles he won, the damage on his army was actually greater than the Union army. I think at times, he didn’t realize the position that he was in. It seems that he thought that it was like a chess game where both side starts off with the same pieces. That was not the case, half of his pieces were missing in the beginning, the Yankee army clearly had more man, more fire power, and technology. The last thing you want to do in this situation, is to lose the little that you have left. Though his battle records, he totally missed that point. He won some amazing battles, but he lost the war. He was a brilliant strategist for single battles, but he didn’t see the picture like a General suppose to.

