***** The Eiffel Tower











The Eiffel Tower (French: Tour Eiffel) is an iron tower built on the Champ de Mars beside the Seine River in Paris. The tower has become a global icon of France and is one of the most recognizable structures in the world.  Named after its designer, engineer Gustave Eiffel, the Eiffel Tower is the tallest building in Paris. More than 200,000,000 people have visited the tower since its construction in 1889, including 6,719,200 in 2006, making it the most visited paid monument in the world. Including the 24 m (79 ft) antenna, the structure is 324 m (1,063 ft) high (since 2000), which is equivalent to about 81 levels in a conventional building.  The structure was built between 1887 and 1889 as the entrance arch for the Exposition Universelle, a World's Fair marking the centennial celebration of the French Revolution. Eiffel originally planned to build the tower in Barcelona, for the Universal Exposition of 1888, but those responsible at the Barcelona city hall thought it was a strange and expensive construction, which did not fit into the design of the city. After the refusal of the Consistory of Barcelona, Eiffel submitted his draft to those responsible for the Universal Exhibition in Paris, where he would build his tower a year later, in 1889. The tower was inaugurated on 31 March 1889, and opened on 6 May. Three hundred workers joined together 18,038 pieces of puddled iron (a very pure form of structural iron), using two and a half million rivets, in a structural design by Maurice Koechlin.
***** Les Champs-Élysées 










Les Champs-Élysées literally the “Elysian Fields”, is a broad avenue in Paris. Its full name is actually “Avenue des Champs-Élysées”. With its cinemas, cafés, and luxury specialty shops, the Champs-Élysées is one of the most famous streets in the world, and the third most expensive strip of real estate in the world (first in Europe).  The name refers to the Elysian Fields, the place of the blessed in Greek mythology. The Champs-Élysées has been called La plus belle avenue du monde (“The most beautiful avenue in the world”). The arrival of global chain stores in recent years has however changed the character of the avenue, and in a first effort to stem these changes, the Paris city government (which has called this “banalization”) decided in 2007 to ban the Swedish clothing chain H&M from opening a store on the avenue.

***** La Tour d’Argent 










The Silver Tower is a restaurant in Paris, France over 400 years old.  Duck, especially the canard au sang, is the specialty. The Tour has its own farm on which it raises its ducks. When a diner orders duck, he receives a postcard with the serial number of the duck. The restaurant also offers a wine cellar containing more than half a million bottles of the world’s finest wines. The dining room features an excellent view of the river Seine.  The restaurant is currently owned and operated by the Terrail family. Claude Terrail, owner and manager since taking over from his father André in 1947, died on June 1, 2006 at the age of 88.

***** The Tour de France 










The Tour de France is the world’s best known cycling race, a three week long road race that covers areas around France and sometimes neighbouring countries.  The Tour, along with the Giro d’Italia (Tour of Italy) and Vuelta a España (Tour of Spain) are the three major stage races and the longest of the UCI Calendar at three weeks each. While the other two European Grand Tours are well-known in Europe, they are relatively unknown outside the continent, and even the UCI World Cycling Championship is familiar only to cycling enthusiasts. The Tour de France, in contrast, has long been a household name around the globe, even among those not generally interested in professional cycling; it is for cycling what the FIFA World Cup is to football in global popularity.

***** Musée du Louvre










The Musée du Louvre in Paris, France, is the most visited and one of the oldest, largest and most famous art galleries and museums in the world. The Louvre has a long history of artistic and historic conservation, from the Capetian dynasty until today. The building was previously a royal palace, and is famous for holding several of the world's most prestigious works of art, such as Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa, The Virgin and Child with St. Anne, Madonna of the Rocks and Alexandros of Antioch's Venus de Milo. Located in the centre of the city of Paris, between the Rive Droite of the Seine and the rue de Rivoli in the 1ere arrondissement, it is accessed by the Palais Royal - Musée du Louvre Metro station. The equestrian statue of Louis XIV constitutes the starting point axe historique, but the palace is not aligned on this axis.  With a record 8.3 million visitors received in 2006, the Louvre is widely seen as the most visited culture and art museum in the world. It's also the most visited monument in Paris.
***** The Fête de la Musique 









Also known as World Music Day, is a festival taking place on June 21, the summer solstice. It began in France, but has spread to Belgium, Britain, Luxembourg, China, India, Lebanon, Malaysia, Morocco, Pakistan, Switzerland, and other countries.  The idea was conceived by French Minister of Culture Jack Lang in 1981 and first took place in 1982.  It is the occasion of a mass celebration which has grown more and more successful over the last two decades.  Its purpose is to promote music in two ways: (1) Amateur musicians are encouraged to perform in the streets. The slogan Faîtes de la musique (Make music), a homophone of Fête de la Musique, is used to promote this goal. (2) Many free concerts are organized, making all genres of music accessible to the public. This is one of the only nights in the year where, under French law, there is no sound restriction at nighttime. One can party on without being bothered by neighbors calling the police.

