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Music Educator Associations:  An Observation


Music is omnipresent.  It permeates all cultures and societies.  It is constantly evolving and constantly in demand.  This places the music teacher in a very unique position.  Not only is she/he required to teach music, she/he is required to keep up with currents in music education methods.  Also, there is the perpetual danger of budget and program cuts of which they face.  As members of a Music Educator Association, music teachers can enhance their teaching skills with new methods while simultaneously joining a massive support group with a crystal clear philosophy and vision in defense of and for music education in the schools. 


I joined the Music Educator’s National Conference (MENC) during my first semester as a student of music education.  For me, it was mostly an opportunity to earn some extra credit points for my methods class.  I noticed that the group had some activities on campus, like concerts and functions, and I got a free subscription to a music education magazine.  I had always felt the group’s presence in the department, but I was still not fully aware of the group’s overall significance.


E-mails started arriving in my inbox from MENC, and for the most part they were ignored.  I noticed in the magazine that there were some interesting articles and discussions about currents in music education, but I was usually too busy to sit down and take a look at them.  I was merely content in the fact that I had paid the membership dues and “contributed” my part to music education, and ignorant to the importance of this group’s role in my future as a teacher.


It was in the following semester that I began to notice rumblings in my department about the upcoming Pennsylvania Music Educator’s Association Conference.  MENC meetings became more frequent and I sensed excitement and anticipation in my colleagues.  I opted to go and see what the fuss was about, still having no real idea about for what I was in store.


PMEA was held in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  When we arrived in town, the sweet chocolate smell from the world’s largest chocolate factory nearby filled the air of the town and seemed to suggest that wonderful things were in store for us.

We entered the event center and I was immediately impressed with the number of people present.  It began to dawn on me that all of these people were experienced music teachers, student teachers, music students and others who were dedicated to the cause of music in the schools.


Needless to say, I was already in awe of the whole thing and I hadn’t even registered yet!  After our registration process, I immediately headed to the first workshop that piqued my interest:  A clinic on improvisational percussion was already underway.  It was during this workshop that I first realized the importance of these conferences.  I learned about new and exciting ways to teach percussion and let children actively experience the excitement and wonder that music has to offer.  The lecturer demonstrated different educational techniques derived from other cultures and introduced new percussion instruments that could be used in classroom environments with ease and effectiveness.


I left the workshop soaring on air.  Encouraged by the experience, I stopped by the exhibit room, where different schools were represented and different companies were demonstrating the latest instruments, equipment and tools that they had to offer.  Everything from fund-raising companies to uniform companies and instrument companies to music software companies were represented.  Lured in by free goodies from many exhibitors, thousands of people were cruising the aisles, checking out what each booth had to offer.


During the conference, I attended 3 workshops a day, and in between those times I checked out what was going on in the exhibition.  My colleagues had wonderful reports of different performances by visiting groups and amazing workshop lectures or demonstrations.  I guess that the most frustrating part was when there was more than one interesting workshop being offered at a given time slot.  There was so much to soak up and learn.


When the conference was finally over, I not only possessed many new ideas about teaching music, but I walked away from the event feeling very confident about the importance of music in schools and it’s significance in people’s lives.  I’ll never forget the feeling of camaraderie, the feeling that I was truly part of something really great and wonderful:  The commitment to the cause of music education, and thus, a truly comprehensive educational experience.

This association clearly had a vision that would further the cause of music in schools.  The sheer energy and enthusiasm of all those present should be evidence enough of the importance of music in schools to anyone who would consider annihilating music programs.  Frankly, it’s a mystery to me why anyone would consider cutting out programs that encourage creativity and new avenues of expression or thought in students.


Being a member of a music educator association is very important in order to maintain and cultivate a high quality, progressive music education and to represent the cause of music education to the nation.  The support base that these associations exhibit sends a powerful message to school district leaders and legislators about how seriously music is considered by numerous people.

