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Alumni Profile: Jenna Edwards – “Queen for a Day”


Jenna Edwards has had a very busy year since graduating in 2003. She gave the keynote address to the Kappa Kappa Gamma Leadership Academy and was named philanthropy of the Southeast Panhellenic Conference, which donated 14 boxes of supplies to her organization as well as making a significant monetary donation. 


Edwards, a former Miss Florida, also continues to run “Queen for a Day” which is a non-profit organization she started her freshman year to host tea parties for girls suffering from cancer. The girls are also given makeovers, flowers and their own tiara donated by beauty pageant winners from across the country. Those who are still able get to participate in a variety of games and crafts (such as decorating picture frames).


“QFAD strives to provide a time where they can forget about their treatment, needles, and loneliness,” explains Edwards on her web site.

In June 2003, Edwards started a new offshoot program for boys called “Heroes.” Heroes is a program similar to QFAD, but geared towards boys. The boys get to meet and have their picture taken with local police, firefighters, EMTs and even local minor league athletes.  The boys, much like their QFAD counterparts, can also play games and make crafts.

“The idea is to give real life role models to the guys,” Edwards said. 

In her junior year she was crowned both Miss UM and Miss Florida. She appeared on the Oprah Winfrey Show in 2002, and continues to be featured in a variety of newspapers and magazines. There are chapters of QFAD in over 30 cities including three international chapters two in Canada and one in South Africa.


Edwards will spend the summer promoting QFAD and Heroes at venues across the country including Tennessee, South Carolina, and Washington DC. In the fall, she plans to apply to graduate school to pursue a MBA with a concentration in nonprofit management.

For more information on QFAD or Heroes go to www.qfad.org, or write to Queen for a Day, P.O. Box 422, Clinton, MS 39060.

