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Headline: Scouts earn medal at Valley Forge
VALLEY FORGE – Boy Scout troop 254 of Shamokin completed the Historic Trail Award at Valley Forge National Historic Park on Saturday (April 16) marking the second time hiking the trail in ten years and the second visit to the park this year.


The award, given by Philadelphia’s Cradle of Liberty council, is for hiking a 9-mile trail within the park and answering a set of questions provided in a booklet provided by the park. 

“The questions aren’t all that hard,” said scoutmaster Dr. Ed Twiggar. “Most of them can be answered in the visitors center before starting the hike.”

The scouts took compass bearing on, and answered questions about: the Muhlenberg Brigade (southeastern edge of the encampment), Artillery Park, as well as the Pa and NJ encampments. The scouts took part of the historic trace and Horseshoe trail past the old iron forge (which was burned down by the British during the war) to Washington’s headquarters before looping back to the Visitors Center.
“Even if you learn only one thing here,” said Andrew Wislock. “It would be worth the trip down here.” 

Other recent activities included a small bake sale in which they earned about $100, and served as volunteers (with one participating) at the Special Olympics held at Shamokin High School on April 9th.
Troop 254 is currently seeking new members; please contact Bob Wislock for more information at 648-3623 or Dr. Edward V. Twiggar at 648-3987. Information is also available at www.geocities.com/t254pa/t254.html. 

