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IMAX Review: Forces of Nature
HARRISBURG – Forces of Nature is advertised as the closest thing viewers can get to tornados, earthquakes and volcanoes without leaving the state, unfortunately for IMAX, so is Storm Stories on The Weather Channel. So the question becomes is it worth $9 plus city parking for one 43 minute show over the other one coming free to your home?


For starters, Nature starts with the bang Pilgrimage was missing - literally. The film opens with a CGI cross-section of our planet following the magma from the Earth’s core to the seat shaking, screen filling explosion of Montserrat Island in 1997. From there it starts gradually backsliding in quality from the exciting adventures of volcanologists to how a Turkish mosque can help predict earthquakes and finishes with the misadventures of a team of tornado hunters in Oklahoma that was clearly added after their budget was depleted. Fortunately, they were able to add some cool CGI effects and some haunting flyovers of the destruction these forces of nature cause.

Unfortunately, this award winning film has some other problems. One of them is the narration by Kevin Bacon (Mystic River) is so bland and uninvolved except for an occasional dramatic pause; the scientists sound more polished behind the microphone than our narrator ever does. Another problem is that while the stories get less and less interesting when they take place gets later and later, but since the latest catastrophe they covered was in 1999 the film comes off as being extremely dated.

Stay safe, stay home.
** out of 5.
