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IMAX Review: Australia: Land Before Time
HARRISBURG – I attended the matinee of Australia: Land Before Time, the new film playing at the Select Medical IMAX at the Whitaker Center. I can say with certainty that there was a reason this showing was sold out.


 This movie is about the diversity of life found in the Outback, a harsh desert land. The film does briefly mention the rainforests, woodlands and coastal plains, but since two-thirds of the continent is desert most of the film is concentrated there. 

There is not a lot of action in this film save for some kickboxing kangaroos and fight for survival between a large lizard and a king brown snake. The sweeping and stunningly beautiful landscapes this film covers truly make up for the lack of chase scenes and explosions. Visually speaking, this is IMAX at its best.


However, there were still some problems with the film. The film excels at showing life in the desert, but once it ventures into other climates the filmmakers resort to showing baby koalas and kangaroos, which, while cute it doesn’t show us anything about the immense diversity of wildlife found elsewhere in the continent. Also, while the script is well written (if a bit melodramatic in places) the monotone narration can be somewhat boring, and the picture is sometimes marred by dust and bugs on the stationary camera.

I enjoyed this film, despite its’ relatively minor flaws. I might have preferred more of a travelogue approach or at least some mention of modern civilization, but this is still a highly entertaining and informative film.
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