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Campus Tour:         UNC Charlotte
May 5 – It’s a 7½ hour drive from Shamokin, Pa to Charlotte, NC. Which means there was a lot riding on this campus tour, unfortunately, this can lead to uncultivable expectations. 

The tour itself was about 27 minutes long covered all the common areas of campus. Our guide was enthusiastic, but never said much more about the buildings that we were passing. This could be because of the threatening clouds or that there were only two other students on the tour, either way it was extremely dis-appointing. 
Exhibit review:      The Dead Sea Scrolls    

May 3 – We almost didn’t make it into the immensely popular exhibit at Discovery Place (it was sold out through Monday), but were able to buy tickets from a woman whose party couldn’t make it. 
The exhibit itself was very impressive not only in its scope but in the overall presentation as well. Of course with the massive turn-out the day we visited, it nearly impossible to get close enough to the displays to see anything let alone read the associated text (thankfully, they provided a free comprehensive audio tour upon entering the exhibit). 

The $20 separate admission fee seems steep, but completely worth it for the invaluable cultural experience.
Museum review: 
The Schiele Museum
May  6 – Museums, (especially natural history) have a rather nasty reputation for being cold, stodgy places. This is mostly because of places like The Schiele with their outmoded exhibits, aging wall plaques and tired ‘70s décor. 
  The Schiele has some newer temporary exhibits (including some seasonal hallway displays) and new Planetarium & large screen movie shows, but the real draw was the costumed recreations of an early farm settlement, Indian village and *new* Stone Age area (none of which were open on the day of my visit ()
Essay Excerpt:

Queen City Culture
May 9  – Charlotte surprised me. It was compact, pedestrian friendly and the people there seemed genuinely welcoming even though we were obviously tourists. 
Miami is none of these things as anyone who ever tried to ask directions downtown can tell you. 


This doesn’t mean that I have found the perfect city. I was only there two days and saw very little of the city’s many attractions (though we had enough maps and brochures). I’m sure there are probably great places that even the tourist bureau overlooked.

It’s a lovely city, but it’s a 7½  hour drive from Shamokin, Pa to the Southern Piedmont. We may get back, but we’re not making travel plans just yet.
Recent Adventures: Charlotte edition
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Don’t forget to visit my web site: www.geocities.com/jtwiggar/index.html
Return to home page
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