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Book review – The War on Christmas: How the Liberal Plot to Ban the Sacred Holiday is Worse than You Thought. By: John Gibson (2005), Sentinel, $24.95.


The book starts with an account of an unnamed father going through his 5-year-old son’s holiday drawings trying to find one of a Christmas tree. His ultimate failure to find one is meant as a chilling call to arms against the politically correct liberals out to crush the childhoods of millions of Americans. Yes, he’s serious – comparing these vicious attacks to a “mugging” of the Christian faith.

But, who are these Christmas killing Grinchs anyway? He lists three main perpetrators as “Jews, liberals and guilt wracked Christians” groups that include, amongst others, The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Americans for the Separation of Church and State, CNN, and even the United Church of Christ which also “marries gays and turns its back on pre-born babies.”

Most of this book deals with specific case studies (or skirmishes if you will) in this so-called “war.”  Such as the matter of what schools can or cannot call the roughly two week break from classes in mid-December. Is it a “Christmas,” Holiday,” or “Winter Break?” Personally, I think “Winter Break” sounds better than the other choices, but Gibson disagrees. Regardless of the term, he writes, “Jewish school children certainly knew why they were not required to attend school.” 

I admit that some of the stories are interesting (soothsaying Santas?), but, sadly, the writing isn’t.  Our author confuses sarcasm with wit and innuendo with journalism – in fact, his boring pseudo-journalistic style is a complete mismatch for the type of book he’s trying to write. This book was meant as a “rallying cry” but lacks both the energy and the passion needed to keep the average reader’s attention, let alone call them to action.

But, the book has other problems due to its obvious rushed into production status. Even if we ignore the slap-dash jacket design, we still have to deal with the lax editing. Gibson’s team it seems were spell-check editors, nonplused by the overly long chapters, less than creative chapter titles and periodic grammatical errors. How are we to take this war seriously if even his editors are bailing on him?
