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Creed


The Praise of the Father. At that time Jesus said in reply, “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike. Yes Father, such has been your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.

The Gentle Mastery of Christ. “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.
-Matthew 11: 25-30


This Scriptural text, although separated in two parts, has one main message, and that is Salvation; salvation as a gift from the Father through Jesus Christ. The first part can be called the “cause” of salvation and the second, Jesus “calling” us to salvation. 

The first part tells us about how the Father has revealed the Salvation message to those who have Faith, to those that throw themselves to the mercy of God. These are who the Gospels say as “childlike.” God also hid the message to the “wise and learned” for these are the people who cannot surrender their worldly influences to God. These are the people that would much rather believe in their own capability rather than God’s. 

It also tells of how Jesus’ mission was to deliver the Good News, “all things have been handed over to me by my Father.” Jesus is the only way to salvation. There is no other path that we can take for salvation was never something we can achieve on our own. It is a gift from God. It is the act of the Father to reveal to us, all people, the Gospels through Christ and it is He who has given us the ability to understand the good news. (Also shown in Mt. 16:16-19, “For flesh and blood has not revealed it to you, but my heavenly Father”) Salvation is all of God, and through Jesus, we can also be saved. “No one knows the Son except the Father:” only through grace could we understand that Jesus is the way to salvation. And the last line of the first part shows that it only through Christ, who reveals to us the Gospels that can lead us to salvation. “No one knows the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wishes to reveal him.”

The truth message in this creed that affects our morals and worship is the statement that God is the only source and reason of salvation. We, as mere creatures, do not have the capability or power to achieve salvation. It is only the Grace of God, through Christ that can save us. And so, we must commit ourselves to the Salvation message of God, and what better way to receive it than attending Sunday mass. Mass is an avenue for us to praise and thank God for all he has done for us, moreover, mass is also one instrument that God uses to deliver the good news. 

I used to believe that it is enough for us humans to “do what is good,” and God will love me. I had this notion that it didn’t matter whether I believed in this God or that, more importantly. I believed that it is what I do, that will endear me to God. This creed has emphasized how selfish and immature my faith is. This has taught me how to be humble to God and that is the only way I can achieve salvation. I was too proud of myself, believing that what I do will matter more than what God gives me. I guess this lesson has taught me that it is God who decides whether I will receive Grace and be saved. It was never up to me. I can never save myself. It has always been God who saves.

So, commitment to “doing the good” is never enough. We, as humans, do not really know what the “good” is. But through Jesus and the Gospels, we are able to know the Good, the Truth, and the Message of God. 

